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    Transportation and trade were the big topics of presentation as 
well as funding for the Theodore Roosevelt Expressway, or as we 
know it, Highway 85, and the connections that take it from Mexico, 
north through the US into Canada.  
    Trade and transportation of very high volume is in energy, tourism, 
and agriculture.  It was shared by our presenter from Mexico that 
the impact of trade between the Ports to Plains states and Mexico 
in 2020 totaled $144 billion.  By 2050 the estimate is projected to be 
$359 billion.
    The conference was held September 10th – 12th in Dickenson, 
ND. 
    Chamber director, Michaela Horn, Economic Development Direc-
tor, Hollie Stalder attended one day, and Councilman Larry Schmaltz 
was there for the full conference. 
     The team set up a booth with Belle Fourche promotional material 
and networked to promote our community. 
Ports to Plains update on Page C7
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Belle Fourche Community Hall was full to the brim for the Thursday, September 26, 39th Annual awards night ceremonies.  
Robbi Longbrake Photo

Vally View 4-H Member Reflects

Lydia A3

Owner Sam Silacci stands along the exposed east wall of 
Dakota Territory Arms building, formerly the Cliff Thomas Drug-
store. Demolition was in part, funded by a grant from Outside of 
Deadwood Historical Preservation. Beacon photo

Mandy Verhulst Branch Manager of the Black Hills Federal Credit Union in Spearfish presents a check 
to student representative Jazlyn Olson, for $2500 to be used by the Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) program at Belle Fourche High School. Jazlyn is a junior who is involved in Ag and FFA. Pictured 
with the students are agriculture instructor Mr. Austin Bishop (far right) and welding teacher Mr. Jim Hart-
well (upper right). Michaela Horn, Belle Fourche Chamber of Commerce Director (far right) initiated and 
wrote the application.

Belle Team Promotes 
 Our Community at 

Ports to Plains Conference

BELLE FOURCHE—At 
the City Council meeting on 
September 16, a false quote 
attributed to City Administrator 
Jason LaFayette that appeared 
in the Black Hills Pioneer was 
addressed. 
    According to LaFayette, the 
Friday, Sept. 13 issue of the 
Pioneer printed an article titled 
“Sturgis Council Calls for City 
Attorney Resignation,” in which 
the author quoted LaFayette as 
saying that the mayor has sole 
authority to determine employ-
ees, and also has the power to 
veto the council’s vote. 
   “I want to assure you that 

Expressway Route

Belle Fourche CTE Receives $2500
Justin Tupper

Phil Kissack

  City Council         A-3

Community Hall hosts Ag Banquet

Larry Schmaltz

Ag Banquet contd.A8

39th Annual Agri-Business Appreciation 
Banquet Gives Out Awards

BELLE FOURCHE—An evening 
of recognizing and celebrating 
those involved in Agriculture 
and Business in the Belle Fourche 
area culminated in awarding 
Ag Person Award, Ag Business 
Award, Ag Leadership Award and 
Young Rancher Award to deserv-
ing recipients at the 39th Annual 
Agri-Business Appreciation Ban-
quet on September 26. 

Guiding the program through the 
night was Master of Ceremonies, 
Phil Kissack. 

   He shared stories and told jokes 
as he kept the evening going, all 
the while reminding the crowd 
about the impact ag has on the 
city. 

   “People coming into town from 
a ways away, they depend on Belle 
Fourche to come and get what they 
need.  I think a lot of people here 
realize that it’s just very import-
ant, the impact that ag has on this 
community,” said Kissack. 

Randy Schmidt, Mayor, and Scott 
Reder, Black Hills Roundup volun-
teer, took the stage to welcome the 
community to the banquet. 

  Dane Kissack gave the inn-
vocation before the dinner was 
served-provided by the Branding 
Iron Steakhouse, consisting of 
salad, steak, mashed potatos, 
green beans and a dinner roll and 
dessert.

 Following that fantastic feast 
the speaker of the evening, Justin 
Tupper, President of the United 

States Cattlemen Association, gave 
a talk emphasizing the impor-
tance of volunteering within your 
community. 

  “When we talk about how great 
a place this is and why it is such a 
great place to live, it comes with a 
price, and I think that price is vol-
unteerism, and I think it’s activism 

Meg English
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

    With the 2023-2024 4-H year 
coming to an end and starting 
my final year as a member of the 
Valley View 4-H Club, I have 
many emotions as I look back 
over the last 13 years. 
    4-H has been a part of my life 
for as long as I can remember. 
With my mom and grandma 
being our 4-H club leaders, I 
have been going to meetings and 
taking part in events as a clover 
bud since I was 4. 
    Over these years, 4-H has 
influenced my life in numerous 
ways, teaching me the impor-
tance of friendship, quality of 
work, perseverance, as well as 
helping and supporting others. 
This organization has led me to 
meet people from across South 

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Belle Fourche senior & Valley 
View 4-H member Lydia Main.
Courtesy Photo

and I think it’s getting involved.” 
   He went on to say it’s giving 

of yourself that makes local 
communities great. “We have to 
have volunteers, we have to have 
people that are willing to give 
themselves to make it a better 
place for everybody else.” 

Tupper ended by explaining 
why finding the person with the 
most on his or her plate is the 
one to ask for help. 

  “Somebody told me one time 
if you wanted to get something 
done you find the busiest person 
in the room because if they’re 
busy they get stuff done; if they’re 
not busy there’s probably a rea-
son and that’s the way they are.”

Harlan Stephens, member of the 
Ag Committee, took the stage to 
introduce the much anticipated 
announcements of this year’s 
award winners. 

2024 Ag Leadership Award 
was given to Shawnie and Chad 
Mackaben. “They embody what 
it means to give back and support 
the future of agriculture. Chad 
regularly states that he would do 
anything to make a difference 
in the life of a young individual. 
Agriculture is our life, we cannot 
live without it,” said Stephens 
when introducing the Mackaben 
family. 

   Chad stated, “My theory in life 
is if we can’t get the young kids 
going, we don’t have nothing. So 
take the time, open your eyes, 
spend the time with the kids be-
cause the kids are everything. We 

      It takes a caring community 
to raise and educate a child. Sus-
taining the excellent CTE classes 
the Belle Fourche High School is 
expensive. Last week a generous 
gift in the form of a $2500 check 
from the Black Hills Federal 
Credit Union (BHFCU) helped 
to ease the burden. 
   Belle Fourche High School 
Principal, Mr. Matt Raba ex-
plained, “In the last few years 
the cost of supplies has really 
stretched our budget. We want 
to be conservative with the tax-
payers’ dollars without sacrific-

ing the learning opportunities.” 
   Of course, it helps to get 
the attention of philanthropic 
organizations such as BHFCU’s 
community development com-
mittee. 
   That is exactly what the Belle 
Fourche Chamber of Com-
merce did. When Director 
Michaela Horn learned on a 
Facebook post that BHFCU was 
offering donations to schools, 
she submitted applications for 
programs in both Belle Fourche 
and Newell. 
   The Belle Fourche CTE pro-
gram was one of 25 donations 
awarded out of 120 applications. 

   Heidi Bulman, Senior Com-
munity Development Officer at 
BHFCU described the history 
of the BHFCU’s involvement in 
support for education. 
   In 1997, a group of staff 
volunteers at BHFCU recog-
nized that many kids in the 
area needed financial help with 
purchasing school supplies. 
    They started a program 
called The School Support 
Drive to help kids with things 
they needed to be successful in 
school. Known as the Com-
munity Action Team, these 
volunteers purchased, and 

Dakota and the United States.      
   Whether it is State 4-H Rodeo 
Finals in Fort Pierre or National 
Shooting Sports in Grand Island, 
Nebraska, 4-H has forced me 
out of my comfort zone and into 
meeting new people who share 
my same interests. 
    I have made many friends and 
memories at long days of 4-H ro-
deo and connected with people 
from across the U.S. that are also 
passionate about competitive 
shooting. 
     Through 4-H, I have also 
learned how important it is to 
practice until you can do some-
thing to the very best of your 
ability. 
     I have spent countless hours 
practicing my bread baking for 
Western Junior and many more 
sewing garments for the county 
fair. 
    4-H has such a wide variety of 
project areas and leadership op-
portunities for its members that 
I have tried things that, without 
4-H, I would have never dreamt 
of trying. 
    I have been a part of Junior 
Leaders, Shooting Sports, Hunt-
ing Skills, Rodeo, Horticulture 
and Consumer Decision Making 
teams, as well as learned how 
to weld, sew my own clothes, 
make my own health and first 



Wed. October 2, 2024Belle Fourche Beacon A-2Obituaries

Isburg Funeral Chapels 
& Crematory Service

(605) 892-4827
WilenMonument.com

wilenmonument@gmail.com | 10988 SD Hwy 34 Belle Fourche

When  someone you love becomes a
Memory, the memory becomes a Treasure. 

-Unknown-

Brian Kline
Owner

PEACE OF MIND...and being able to say,
“Everything has been taken care of.”

Kline Funeral Chapel
605-892-3964

email: klinefuneralchapel@rushmore.com
website: klinefuneralchapel.com

  Most of us intend on ‘getting around to it someday,’ but if 
your someday never comes, your loved ones will wonder if 

they made the right decisions for your �nal requests when it 
does.

  Regardless how we prefer to deal with the big 
questions of life, taking the time to make your advanced 

funeral or cremation planning is a very caring and responsible 
thing to do.

  It also removes the emotional and �nancial stress from your 
loved ones or friends, and allows you the proper time to 

consider all your options.
  For your best service, for your best price possible,
Kline Funeral Chapel o�ers an array of burial and 

cremation packages to suit your budget. 
Ask the families we have served.

Leverington Funeral Home
of the Northern Hills

Kathryn “Kay” Conner, age 93 of Belle 
Fourche, died Sunday, September 22, 2024 at 
the Rolling Hills Healthcare Center in Belle 
Fourche.
 Kay’s life was celebrated 11am Monday, Sep-

tember 30, 2024 at Leverington Funeral Home of 
the Northern Hills in Belle Fourche.  There was 
no visitation.  Inurnment was held at Bear Butte 
Cemetery, in Sturgis.  Friends may leave written 
condolences at: www.LeveringtonFH.com
 Kay was born December 10, 1930 in Belfield, 

North Dakota.  She grew up on the family farm 
near Belfield, North Dakota.  Times were tough when 
she was young.  She was one of 12 siblings, so Kay 
learned how to work hard in life.  Kay worked hard on 
the farm, but also in the bakery that was located in Bel-
field.  It is at the bakery where she met a man named 
Billy Olson and she started helping him with his 
business, collecting money and writing tickets.  That’s 
how she got educated and prepared to eventually own 
her own business, called Kay’s Tax Service.  Her and 
Billy were married in 1949 and they lived in Hettinger 
ND, and Lemmon SD.  Together they loved the ranch 
life, raising horses and cattle.  Billy died in 1992. Kay 
then married her loving husband, Jerry Conner, in 2005 
in Whitewood.

For the past many years, Kay and Jerry have 
lived in Belle Fourche where she supported 
Jerry’s love of fishing, her tax work, and 
their church. In 2012 she retired from her 
business.   
 Kay was a woman who could do almost 

anything. From rodeo acts, to bull fight-
ing, she was a tough lady. Kay was one of 
the only females who would be in the bull 
fighting barrels and she was even able to 
drive a semi-truck during her ranch life.  Kay 
loved to square dance, the rodeo, playing 

card games, but her true love was the ranch life and 
raising horses and cattle.
 Kay is survived by her husband, Jerry Conner of 

Belle Fourche; daughter, Peggy Olson of Denver 
CO; son, Randy (Cindy) Olson of Bismarck ND; 
4 grandchildren, Buck Olson, Casey Olson, Kelly 
Hughes, Michael Dickerson; several great grand-
children; and sister, Leona Fink of Bismarck ND.  
She was preceded in death by her parents; first 
husband; and 10 siblings.

Kathryn “Kay” Conner  93

605-892-3320  
Belle Fourche

LeveringtonFH.com

The Way We Serve 
and Care for People 

Sets Us Apart

Mark & Debra 
Leverington

Owners

Jacob “Jake” Miller, age 84 of Belle Fourche, 
died Sunday, September 22, 2024, surrounded by 
his loving family.
 Mass of Chrisitan Burial took place 10:30am 

Thursday, September 26, 2024 at the St. Therese 
the Little Flower Catholic Church in Rapid City.  
There will be no visitation.  Interment took place 
in Black Hills National Cemetery, with military 
honors provided by the Belle Fourche Veterans 
Honor Guard.
 Arrangements are with Leverington Funeral Home of 

the Northern Hills in Belle Fourche.  Friends may leave 
written condolences and view a video tribute online at: 
www.LeveringtonFH.com
 Jacob (Jake) Leo Miller was born September 8, 1940 to 

Jacob and Margaret (Joachim) Miller in Adams County, 
North Dakota.  He was raised on a farm northwest of 
Lemmon.  He attended North Lemmon Grade School for 
seven years and St. Mary’s Grade School for one year.  
Jake graduated from Lemmon High School in 1958.
From 1959 to 1962 Jake worked on highway construc-

tion operating heavy equipment.  Most of that time was 
spent building I-94 from the Minnesota line to Montana.  
In 1963 he was drafted by the United States Army for the 
Vietnam war where he was stationed in Frankfurt, Germa-
ny.  He was honorably discharged in March 1965.
Following his discharge from the Army, he returned to 

the Lemmon area where he continued operating heavy 
equipment.  His brother, Johnny, took Jake to the Coast 
to Coast store, where Johnny hoped they would run into 
a certain young clerk working there.  His match making 
worked and there Jake met the love of his life, Rosemary 
(Almen).  Jake and Rosemary were married in 1965 in 
Lemmon.  
Their first son, Jason, was born in 1968.  In 1969 Jake 

and Rosemary began farming north of Lemmon 
and their second son, Jared, was born.  They 
moved to south of Morristown in 1972 where 
they farmed and ranched side by side for 36 years.  
Their daughter, Tanya, was born in 1975 and 
rounded out their family.
In 2008 Jake and Rosemary retired to an acreage 

outside of Belle Fourche.  There, Jake took great 
pride in maintaining a beautiful yard and place.  
In 2023 they moved to Rapid City where they 

resided until his death.
Jake was a member of the American Legion in 

Lemmon for 51 years, enjoyed playing cards with his 
friends, attending cattle sales, tending to his own cattle 
herd and farm crops, mentoring his children on farm 
and ranch life, spending time with his dogs, and practic-
ing his faith.
Grateful to have shared his life and his love were his 

wife of almost 59 years, Rosemary; children Jason 
(Sherri) Miller of Pierre, Jared (Edwynna) Miller of San 
Antonio, TX, and Tanya (Ty) White of Rapid City; six 
grandchildren, Hayden (Tara) Miller, Bobbi (Adam) 
Cantu, Rylie (Marco) Van Rooyen, Jacob (Alexis) 
Miller, Peyton White and Colt White; and great grand-
children, Gracelynn, Mason, Levi, Wesley, (and soon to 
arrive baby Olivia).
He was preceeded in death by his mother and father; 

six siblings, Eugene (Ike), Teddy, Alice, Johnny, Matt, 
and Victor; sisters in law Phyllis, Deloris, Florence, 
and brother in law Charles Foss; nieces 
and nephews Joey Miller, Bruce Miller, 
Linda Baker, Karen Kudlock, Jimmy 
Foss, and John BeSerra.

Jacob “Jake” Miller  84 

Leverington Funeral Home
of the Northern Hills

Martin A. Jones Jr., 92, of Spearfish, SD passed 
away on September 17, 2024.
Martin was born on September 5, 1932, in Co-

lumbus, NE to Martin A. Jones Sr. and Barbara 
Ann Jones. He attended school until the 8th 
grade where he then took a job working for the 
railroad.
In 1951 he married Audree Ann Stork, and they 

moved to Grand Island, NE. There, three of their 
children, Virgina, Terry, and Mike were born. In 1961 
the family moved to Belle Fourche, SD where daughter 
Suzette was born. Martin and Audree divorced in 1977 
but remained friends until her death on April 22, 2024.
Martin worked for the railroad until his retirement in 

1991.  After retirement he took a job working for the 
City of Spearfish along with driving cars for various 
dealerships.
Martin was an avid hunter, fisherman, and an all-

around jack of many traits. He was always there to 
lend a hand to his children if they needed something 
fixed. He loved to travel and in the last few years he 
loved it when his family came to see him and took him 
to Deadwood, SD where he joked, he was spending 
their inheritance. Martin lived his life to the fullest and 

spent his last year as a resident at Rolling Hills, 
where he kept the staff on their toes.
Martin is survived by his four children. 

Virginia Nielsen, Casper, WY, Terry Severyn 
(Richard Zielinski) Hamilton, MT, Mike (Cher-
ry), Los Osos, CA, and Suzette Dillon (Jerry), 
Lino Lakes, MN; ten grandchildren and several 

great-grandchildren; brothers Jack Jones, Spearfish, 
Eugene (Dede) Jones,  Colorado Springs, CO, Gary 
(Dorothy) Jones, Columbus, NE  and special friend 
Nancy McGinnis, Spearfish. He was preceded in 
death by his parents Martin Sr. and Barbara Jones, 
sister Barbara Mielak and former wife, Audree Jones.
 Visitation will be at Fidler Isburg Funeral Chapel 

from 5:00 – 7:00 P.M., Friday, October 18, 2024.  
Services will be at Fidler-Isburg Funeral Chapel at 
10:00 A.M. Saturday, October 19, 2024.  Burial will 
take place at Rose Hill Cemetery following services.  
 Arrangements are under the care of Fidler-Isburg 

Funeral Chapels and Isburg Crematory of Spearfish. 
Online condolences 
may be written at 
www.fidler-isburgfu-
neralchapels.com

Martin A. Jones Jr. 92
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Wells Plumbing
 & Supplies 

605-892-2613•1700 5th Avenue
8-5 Monday-Friday

8-12 Saturday - Closed Sunday

Woodford Iowa 
yard hydrants

Winning Combination

(In stock) Model Y34 & Y12,000’ Rolls

Poly Pipe
1”, 1 1/4” 1 1/2”, & 2" in stock

Roots Grow Deep and Strong # 17
“Sports, Politics, and Human Nature”

The   Beacon Photo

Meg English

was doing.”
The Council heard commu-

nity input from Raymond Allen 
and Laura Young. 

   Allen spoke about the need 
to enforce no campers parked 
on the roads, along with illegal 
parking and concrete projects in 
the city.

 Young addressed water 
pressure issues on Sourdough 
Road and the need for road 
maintenance. 

 Hollie Stalder, Director 
of Economic Development, 
reported on the progression of 
housing development in Belle 
Fourche, with two developers 
breaking ground and a third 
awaiting approval in hopes of 
meeting the demand for single 
and multi-family housing in the 
city. 

    Business expansion efforts 

that quote was not at all what 
I said,” LaFayette stated. “What 
I explained to the reporter was 
that the City Council has the 
sole hiring and firing author-
ity, and that the mayor only 
appoints and un-appoints the 
appointed city officials.”   

   Furthermore, he explained 
to the reporter that the mayor 
does have the power of veto; 
however, it only pertains in 
situations that do not involve 
appropriation of funds. 

   LaFayette stated that he 
reached out to the Pioneer as 
soon as he was made aware 
of the misquote and requested 
a correction, and went on to 
apologize. “I just felt I was 
doing a professional courtesy,” 
he said. “I’m always here to 
help, and that’s what I thought I 

CTE from  A1

From A1 Lydia

Matthews Opera House

   We grandparents are a 
hearty lot. Now as the leaves 
change, the daylight wanes 
and the temperatures begin 
to dip, the fall school sports 
season is beginning to feel 
extremely long. Longer than 
last year and longer than the 
year before, although maybe 
it’s we who are becoming 
tired earlier.

   Papa and I have achieved 
a new personal attendance 
record this year. Six high 
school, middle-school vol-
leyball matches, two middle 
school cross-country meets 
each week through Septem-
ber.      

   We’re committed to 
enduring hot sun, wind, and 
rain as necessary. Whatever it 
takes to support the kids, their 
teams and to celebrate our 
pride in their achievements. 

   We don’t mind the long 
drives between events, 
uncomfortable bleachers or 
exposure to hothouse audito-
rium germs. 

  Grandparents love sport-
ing events, concerts, recitals, 
art exhibits, not only because 
we are proud of the kids in 
our community, but because 
we respect institutional roles 
of family and schools, and we 
know that children don’t raise 
themselves. We are happy to 
be included and to be part of 
the team. 

   On Tuesday, Septem-

ber 10, it was nice to have an 
evening off from a face-to-face 
sporting event to watch the 
presidential debate between 
candidates Donald Trump and 
Kamala Harris. 

It was certainly not a dis-
appointing conversation and 
might have been good enter-
tainment if the stakes were not 
so high. 

   We grandparents have 
respect for the institution of 
government too, and the rights 
of all people to have their own 
opinions. 

   The debate was profession-
ally moderated. Fact checking 
journalists were on hand to 
provide documented reliable 
information just in case there 
might be a need for clarity.    

   The topics raised were fa-
miliar: climate change, the Af-
fordable Care Act, immigration, 
women’s health care rights, gun 
control, foreign policy. 

   When moderator Linsey 
Davis asked both candidates 
what they would do to fight cli-
mate change, Harris noted that 
climate change is “very real.” 

She cited that young voters 
are very concerned about the 
issue and went on to explain 
that in many parts of America 
home insurance has increased 
exponentially or been denied 
to homeowners, the result of 
catastrophic extreme weather.

  Trump neither answered 
the question nor addressed it. 
Rather, he bemoaned the loss 
of jobs in manufacturing during 
the Biden administration, 
which turned out to be false 
according to the fact checking 
moderator who interjected with 
information from a Bureau of 
Labor Statistics report stating 
that there were 739,000 more 
factory jobs in the U.S. in 
August 2024 under Biden than 
when former President Trump 
left office.

   Throughout the debate 

Trump failed to respond to the 
questions that were asked. He 
changed the subject repeated-
ly usually to begin tirades of 
criticism against the Biden/Harris 
administration. Fact checkers in-
terrupted to set the matter straight 
quite a few times. 

   Trump was reluctant to men-
tion Harris by name. He criticized 
her policy stances and adminis-
tration’s track record throughout 
the debate. He didn’t spend much 
time looking at her. 

He repeatedly referred to Harris 
as “she” and “her”.  He also re-
peatedly referred to Biden as “her 
boss,” avoiding saying Harris’ 
name out loud while emphasizing 
the relationship between the two.

   Harris directed many of her 
comments right at Trump and 
frequently turned to face him as 
he spoke. 

   One especially painful and 
unfortunate diatribe resulted in 
Trump accusing Haitian immi-
grants of eating pet dogs and cats.  

   I texted Teaunah, my 13-year-
old granddaughter to ask if she 
was watching the debate, 

  Trump looks angry. Teaunah 
texted. 

  Yes, I replied. He certainly 
doesn’t look happy. 

   Kamala is really pretty. She 
said.

   Yes, she is. I agreed. 
   She has better manners than 

Trump. Is he jealous of her? 
Teaunah asked. 

   Maybe. I said. 
   Sporting events and political 

debates are oddly similar. Both 
have teams with devoted follow-
ers.  Both have conduct rules and 
referees. Sometimes in both sport 
and politics things get out of hand 
and things become uncomfort-
able. 

   Many of us are ready for 
both seasons to end and for a new 
season to begin, one where there 
is not quite so much drama and 
more maybe more respect for the 
team and the players.  

collected school supplies, 
then sorted, counted, and 
packed the supplies to be dis-
tributed to schools in the com-
munities served by BHFCU. 

   The School Support 
Program remained vibrant for 
25 years. However, over time, 
the program grew beyond the 
ability to sustain the need for 
physical supplies. The needs of 
the communities and schools 
had changed too. 

   Last year BHFCU switched 
from providing supplies to 
students to offering a monetary 
donation to specific programs at 
individual schools.    

   “We opened a nomination 
process where community 
members could nominate their 
favorite and most deserving 
school or student supporting 
organization. 

   The application process 

gave our School Support Drive 
Committee the opportunity to 
learn about school and student 
needs, and really the incredible 
things people are doing in our 
communities to support stu-
dents.

   We received nominations 
for all kinds of incredible pro-
grams and school events, things 
that we wouldn’t have known 
about had we simply made 
a monetary donation.” Heidi 
Bulman went on to thank the 
various entities that have made 
these monetary gifts possible.

  “We really couldn’t do it 
without the support of BHFCU 
leadership, staff, volunteers, 
and vendors as well as our local 
businesses who support the 
program through monetary and 
supply donations, and the orga-
nizations that support students 
for sharing with us the incredi-
ble work they do each day”

include support for new 
businesses, free business plan 
development, and ongoing 
networking at conferences to 
promote community growth. 

Other business at the 
Council meeting included 
Mayor Randy Schmidt giving 
information about wayfinding 
signs starting to be placed 
around town; Public Works 
Director Ryan Stedillie advis-
ing that mag water had been 
applied on Prairie Hills Road; 
and 4-H Legislature Rep-
resentative at Large, Wyatt 
Lesmeister, reading a 4-H 
proclamation about National 
4-H week, which will occur 
during the first full week of 
October.

The next City Council 
Meeting will be September 30 
at 6 p.m.

products, and how to public 
speak. 

    I think my favorite part 
about 4-H is the H for Hands 
– “I pledge my hands to larger 
service.” 4-H teaches the im-
portance of helping others and 
giving back to your community. 

    I have done many things 
from cleaning highway ditches 
to reading to the elderly, and 
from planting trees to making 
My Golden Valentines and 
Christmas ornaments for Meals 
on Wheels, to better my com-

munity. 
    I think it is important, 

especially for kids my age, to 
realize the importance of giving 
back to their community.   

    I am excited to start my 
final year of High School and 
4-H, and I know that I will 
make lots of fun memories, but 
I’m especially looking forward 
to applying to colleges to con-
tinue my education in pediatric 
nursing so that I can extend 
my love for helping people by 
becoming a traveling nurse 
someday. 

October 5: Art and Craft Workshops: Cyanotypes
Art and Craft workshops at the Matthews Gallery are designed 

for everyone, from beginners exploring their creative side to ex-
perienced artists looking to refine their skills. Saturday, October 5 
from 1-3 pm, the Matthews is excited to present Cyanotypes with 
Tia Erin. Participants will use a variety of objects from nature and 
acetate film paper to create unique prints. Participants under the age 
of 12 must be accompanied by an adult. Registration for this two-
hour session is $30, and all materials will be provided. Class size 
is limited to 12 participants. For more information or to register for 
this event, contact the Matthews at (605) 642-7973, visit matthew-
sopera.com, or stop by the Matthews Gallery at 612 N. Main Street, 
Spearfish.

October 9: Bellman Brown Bag Series 
honoring Stewart and Wanda Bellman

On Wednesday, October 9 at noon, the Matthews celebrates the 
originators of the long-running Bellman Brown Bag lecture series in 
“The Bellman Effect.” A panel of guests speakers includes Michael 
Pangburn, Dick Termes, Dr. Janeen Larsen, Dr. Amy Fuqua, Paul 
Higbee, and Jean Helmer. This extended Bellman session will be 
followed by a reception during which time attendees are welcome to 
share their personal Bellman memories. For more information visit 
matthewsopera.com, contact the arts center at (605) 642-7973, or 
stop by the Matthews Gallery at 612 N. Main Street, Spearfish

October 10-13: Getting Our Acts Together
Back for it’s third year, Northern Hills community theaters pull 

together for a special night of theater: “Getting Our Acts Togeth-
er: A Night of Northern Hills One Acts”! The performance, aptly 
named for the collaboration between the Spearfish, Lead-Deadwood, 
Sturgis, and Belle Fourche theaters, will feature four one-act plays 
presented by four separate directors and casts for one full evening 
of entertainment. The lineup: Thursday, October 10, 7 pm at Belle 
Fourche Community Center; Friday, October 11, 7 pm at Homestake 
Opera House; Saturday, October 12, 7 pm at Sturgis Community 
Center; and, Sunday, October 13, 2 pm at Matthews Opera House. 
Tickets for the evening are only $15 for adults, $10 for military/se-
niors, and $5 for children. Tickets are available at the door or online 
at each theater’s website.

October 19: Art and Craft Workshops: Basic Weaving
Art and Craft workshops at the Matthews Gallery are designed for everyone, from beginners exploring 

their creative side to experienced artists looking to refine their skills. Saturday, October 19 from 1-3 pm, 
the Matthews is excited to present Basic Weaving with Mary Baker. Learn the basics of weaving and 
create your very own woven piece. Participants under the age of 12 must be accompanied by an adult. 
Registration for this two-hour session is $30 and all materials will be provided. Class size is limited to 12 
participants. For more information or to register for this event, contact the Matthews at (605) 642-7973, 
visit matthewsopera.com, or stop into the Matthews Gallery at 612 N. Main Street, Spearfish.

October 23 & 24: “A Christmas Story” Auditions
The Matthews is excited to announce open auditions for “A Christmas Story,” the classic holiday 

comedy adapted by playwright Philip Grecion. Roles are available for a variety of ages including young 
actors. This family favorite follows 9-year-old Ralphie Parker in his quest to get a genuine Red Ryder BB 
gun under the tree for Christmas. Auditions will take place in the Matthews theater from 6-8 pm. No prior 
experience necessary. For more information, including performance dates, contact the Matthews at (605) 
642-7973, visit matthewsopera.com, or stop into the Matthews Gallery at 612 N. Main Street, Spearfish.

October 25 - November 3: “Deathtrap” Community Theater
Would you be a killer for a thriller? “Deathtrap,” by playwright Ira Levin premiers at the Matthews 

Opera House on Friday, October 5 at 7 pm with additional performances on Saturdays, Sundays, and 
Tuesday through November 3. When a once-successful playright sees his latest Broadway effort bomb 
on opening night, he tumbles into despair–until he receives a package from a former student containing 
a script worth killing for. Audiences should be advised, “Deathtrap” is rated R. For more information, 
including tickets and performance times, contact the Matthews at (605) 642-7973, visit matthewsopera.
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Bronc Sports Updates

Medicare 
advice you 
can trust
Here to help you 
with your Medicare 
decisions.

CONTACT ME TODAY

W-2022541 09/23 Y0156_WMCoopPrtAdIASDV2_C FVNR 1023

Kerbi Bowden
605-892-2306 ext 103
35 5th Ave
Belle Fourche, SD
kbowden@fedts.com

After coming off a heart-
breaking loss last week at 
Deadwood the Broncos trav-
eled to Mobridge to take on the 
2-2 Mobridge-PollockTigers. 

  The Broncs unable to capi-
talize on missed opportunities 
ended up losing the game 28 
to 6. 

There is still a lot of opti-
mism within this organization, 
feeling that their time is com-
ing and will get something in 
the win column. 

Come out and support your 
Broncs next week, Friday the 
4th at home against St. Thomas 
More. 

Boys Football

Bronc Vollyball

619 5th Ave.
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

One of a kind 5 bedroom,
3 bath, 3 garage home
with 40 acres, arena,

barn and corrals only 4
miles from Spearfish.

$1,194,000

Renee Bisgaard,
Broker/Owner
605-641-9242

$555,000

Wonderful 4 bedroom,
3 bath duplex home

near BHSU that borders 
Spearfish Creek.

$555,000Beautiful 4 bed, 3 bath home
near BHSU with many updates

to windows, paint, shingles,
and deck. Could be a single

family home or duplex.

Very well maintained 2 bed,
2 bath 1972 Marlette mobile

home w/ central air and some 
updated plumbing. Located on
a rented lot in Belle Fourche. $59,000

At the Rapid City area schools 
invite at Hart Ranch Friday the 
27th the girls cross country team 
finished 17th on the day with the 
final score of 414. 

 Lia Mundt finished 15th with 
a total time of 20:06:77 followed 
by Rhys Pearson who took 75th 
and Misty Drieling who took 
117th place on the day. 

  For the boys squad they 
ended up finishing 21st on the 
day with a total of 526 points. 
Lennon Clarkson finished 13th 

Cross Country

The girls varsity volleyball 
continued their season this week 
playing at home against Rapid 
City Christian and another very 
close game that ended up going 
in the oppositions favor. 

  With each set coming down 
to the final points the Bronx 
ended up losing 3 sets to 0. 

This very young with only one 
senior on the team. 

   Their chances of turning this 
thing around are very high. 

 The girls volleyball team host-
ed the Belle Fourche tournament 
Saturday the 28th. Broncs lost to 
Edgemont 25-19 and 25-23.  

Hill City defeated Broadus 
to win the 26th Annual Belle 
Fourche Invitational Vollyball 
Tournament.  

Bronc Vollyball players line up to salute National Anthem before the start of game. 
Photo Courtesy of Jamie Hockenbary

The boys varsity team took 
on both Douglas and Custer last 
week. Saturday the 21st where 
at home against Douglas and 
ended up winning 6-2 breaking a 
four game loosing streak for the 
Broncs who looked great in the 
match. 

  Keegan Walker finished with 
a hat trick scoring three goals 
himself while Griffin Biehl, 
Issac Voyles, and Drake Sutter 
all scored one a piece. 

  Next they traveled to Custer 
last Thursday and continued 
their winning streak with a 
final score of 8-1 in favor of the 
Broncs. 

  Josh Brill scored a couple 
goals, Issac Voyles had a couple 
himself, Drake Sutter scored 
one and Biehl ended up with a 
three goals another hat trick for 
the team. The boys team played 
about as good of game as you 

Varsity Soccer

Aurora Voyles gets under the ball. Hockenbary Photo

19026 US Hwy 85
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

605-892-3603 | 800-611-8796
NehlDental.com

Center of the Nation Implant Clinic

Good Luck
Broncs

at Homecoming

VSBelle Fourche
Broncs

Custer
Wildcats

The Lady Broncs take a timeout late into their 3rd set  against Rapid City Christian. 
Potter Photo

Mya Nowoiejski and Reagan Hatling block at the net.
Hockenbary Photo

ThankYou
To our friends, neighbors and 
family members who helped
us celebrate our 50th wedding 
anniversary. Thank you for the 
many thoughtful cards, gifts
and best wishes. We especially 
want to thank our children and 
grandchildren for planning this 
special celebration for us.
We are truly blessed.
Love, Ralph and Becky Crago

with a total time of 17:01:69 
followed by Nathan Hudson at 
90th and Oden Walding who 
finished 155th on the day. 

  With the season wind-
ing down to an end, the 
cross-country team will be in 
Sturgis next week Thursday, 
October 3 for the Sturgis invite 
at Fort Meade. 

can ask for. 
   The girls varsity team was at 

Sturgis last week taking on the 
Scoopers and ended up loosing 
2-4 in a very close game that 
could’ve gone either way. Unfor-
tunately, for the lady Broncs most 
games have not been going their 
way this year. 

  It drops a record to 1-7-1 
on the year with only one game 
remaining on their schedule. They 
take on St. Thomas More next 
Thursday October 3rd is in R.City.
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The 437 Project Raises Over 
$315,000 for Helpline Center

Belle Fourche

Total donations from 
The 437 Project ex-

ceeds $650,000 
in 3 years

Belle Fourche High School 
Hall of Fame Class of 2024

They will be honored during pregame of the Homecoming/
Hall of Fame football game on October 11. Ceremony will start 
approximately at 5:45 pm.

Freshman Turner Williams, #7 on the attack against Douglas.
Sophomore Angel Sanchez #40 fighting to get open as #33 Drake Sutter looks looks to pass 
him the ball. Potter Soccer Photos

Sophomore Aurora Voyles #19 at the end of 
the 2nd set getting ready to serve the ball. 

hearts are overflowing with 
gratitude.”
     The 437 Project was born 
of a passion for bolstering both 
physical and mental wellness 
and the often overlooked con-
nection between the two. This 
year’s project began Thursday, 
September 19 at the Wyo-
ming/South Dakota Border, 
where 12 runners took turns 
relay-style running across the 
state of South Dakota. 
   Along the route, The 437 
Project team held events in 
Rapid City, Pierre, Mitchell, 
and Sioux Falls to share their 
stories, raise awareness, and 
offer mental health resources. 
The team finished the 437-
mile journey at the Iowa/South 
Dakota Border on Sunday, 
September 22.
    The outpouring support 

of businesses’ sponsorships 
across the state and donations 
for companies, families and 
individuals was incredible 
this year. The 12 runners plus 
over 15 volunteers keeping 
them safe and on track during 
the state-wide run received 
various donations along their 
4-day journey as well. The 
many personal stories shared 
by strangers and the genuine 
heartfelt passion behind the 
mission are experiences those 
involved in The 437 Project 
this year won’t soon forget.
    For more information about 
The 437 Project, this year’s 
runners, how to get involved 
next year or to make a dona-
tion, visit the437project.org. 
Photos of their journey can be 
found on The 437 Project’s 
social media pages as well.

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (SEPT. 27, 
2024) - In a community cele-
bration at Levitt at the Falls on 
September 22, The 437 Proj-
ect runners presented a check 
to Helpline Center for over 
$315,000. With this donation, 
The 437 Project has raised over 
$650,000 for Helpline Center 
since the project began 3 years 
ago.
    “The amazing financial gift 
from The 437 Project ensures that 
the Helpline Center can continue 
to provide hope and help across 
the state for our work in suicide 
prevention, crisis support and 
grief after care,” Janet Kittams, 
CEO of Helpline Center. “Our 

Senior Oscar Garcia #12 fights for possession against Custer player. 

Sophomore Mya Bush, #14 getting ready for 
the serve. Potter VB Photos

Wells Plumbing
& Supplies 

Poly Pipe
1, 1 1/4' 1 1/2, & 2" in stock

605-892-2613
1700 5th Avenue

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday
Closed Sunday
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Dustin Kolb

Keith Moore

114 S. Main Ave. Ste B-4 Sioux Falls, SD 57104  605-413-3177   
 www.thedakotascout.com  

   The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features jour-
nalism from veteran reporters Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your 
inbox and you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The Scouting Report.  Look it up today.
   The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-found-
ed by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they have more than 30 years of combined experience in South 
Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who’ve not lost touch with 
their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!
   Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre with breaking news, investigative 
reporting and a constant drumbeat of information about the world around you.

 Follow on Twitter @TheDakotaScout   Follow on Facebook www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout

Jonathan Ellis & Joe SneveCapitol Building Pierre, SD

 “The Scout at the State Capitol”

Pasque Fashion Show
to be Annual Event

Show Up by Belle LaVenue

Now is a good time to add these school and other fine arts events to your calendars!

October 4: Jerad Freiberg - Hits of the 50s - The Center of the Nation Concert Series - 1st Concert! 7 PM at the BF Rec Center Theater. Admission with 5-Concert CON 
Ticket. ($50 for Adult, $25 for Student & &120 for a family - for ALL 5 CONCERTS!)

October 10: BFACT presents: the 3rd Annual Getting Our Acts Together: A Night of Northern Hills One-Acts.

October 11: Belle Fourche School District Parade & Homecoming game, including the BFHS & BFMS marching bands

October 21: The BFHS Band & Chorus Concert, 7 PM at the BF Rec Center Theater

November 2: South Dakota All-State Band & Chorus concert in Sioux Falls & on PBS

November 11: Veterans’ Day Programs @ the BFMS (2 PM) & the BFHS (9 AM)

November 21-23: BFHS Fall Production - TBA!

December 2: BFHS Band & Chorus Concert, 7 PM at the BF Rec Center Theater

December 9: BFHS/MS Jazz Concert, 7 PM at the BF Rec Center Theater

December 13-15: BFACT holiday production: The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, the Musical.

December 16: BFMS (6-8th) Chorus Concert @ the BF Rec Center Theater, 6:30 PM

We are losing our heads over the announcement of the BFHS Theater Department fall production: The Legend of Sleepy Hollow. Coming to audiences in 
November this classic American story  will feature the following actors: Headless Horseman-- Derek Scott; Ichabod Crane-- Timothy Thompson; Katrina Van 
Tassel-- Joselyn Shockey; Brom Bones-- Logan Willert; Woman in White-- Madisyn Carson; Indian Chief-- John Hale; Pirate-- Derek Scott; Mrs. Tren-
kler-- Tace Hartman; Farmer Stuyvesant-- Wyatt Lesmeister; Mrs. Van Tassel-- Ember Shannon; Widow Van Doorn-- Sonja Cropper; Mrs. Van Hudson-- 
Kaydance Gallagher; Hilda-- Kaeli Thompson; Greta-- Trinity Hostetter; Yost-- Trevor Welles; Walter-- Trey Shannon; Wilda-- Tace Hartman; 
Johanna-- Madisyn Carson; Hendrick-- John Hale. The show’s directors are Toi Lyn Flick and Allie Jusso Verry.

The Belle Fourche Fine Arts Boosters (FAB) has also returned to their regular monthly meetings and invite all to join them in supporting and promoting 
fine arts programs in the BFMS and BFHS. Their poster and T-shirt art contrast is underway and voting on the entries will happen at their next meeting on October 16th at 6 PM at Graps.

The first CON Concert is this weekend! Remember to head on down to the Chamber of Commerce office to purchase your Center of the Nation Concert Series tickets - $50 for 
Adults, $25 for Students & Families-$120- a great deal for FIVE concerts right here in Belle Fourche! The first concert will be October 4th, 7pm, at the BF Rec Center Theater.

And mark next week’s list of must-attend events - October 10: BFACT presents: the 3rd Annual Getting Our Acts Together: A Night of Northern Hills One-Acts. BFACT’s 
production, “Charlie’s Masterpiece,” is just one of the three shows on the stage for this awesome night of theater. The other shows include Historic Homestake Opera House’s 
show, “Dad-Joke Intervention”; The Matthews Opera House & Arts Center’s Show “Staged Murder”; and The Sturgis Arts Council’s Show “Lawyer, Lawyer.”

Community Calendar 

Belle Silver Lining 
Lunch Program

Every day of the week
11:00 am – 1:00pm Belle Silver Lining Senior Center; 

828 Kingsbury St  605-892-6285 
Chuck Wagon Café is open so come and enjoy a different lunch menu everyday of the week. 

$7 suggested donation.
Belle Silver Lining 

Thrift Store
Closed Monday; Tuesday-Friday 10am-5pm; Saturday 10am-4pm

Belle Silver Lining Senior Center 828 Kingsbury St.   
605-892-6285

 				        For your shopping pleasure. 
			     Check with the staff if you have items to donate.

AA Meetings
   Meetings are held on 

Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturdays 
  at 8pm at 806 6th Ave, Belle Fourche.

Writer’s Group
Regular Meeting: Meeting will be Saturday, at 10 AM. 

B F Public Library, 3rd Sat.as always. 
Any and all writers are invited to attend.

Meals On Wheels
Program Ongoing 

11:30am-12:30pm Monday through Friday 
1500 Mill Street • 605-723-5036

Please call Bonnie at 892-5472 in the mornings

    
Five concerts, presented by professional artists, are being of-
fered this season by the Center of the Nation Concert Asso-
ciation. For over 30 years the group has brought high quality 
entertainment to the stage of the Belle Fourche Rec Center. 
   Jared Freiburg and the Vagabonds open the season on 
Friday, October 4, at 7 pm. 
   Piano maestro Freiburg and his trio will present memorable 
tunes from Sinatra to Elvis. Their genre covers country, jazz, 
blues and rock and roll. 
    Later shows will see the return of the Doo Wah Riders, 
Floyd Cramer style piano, recreation of the Beach Boys and 
an a cappella ensemble. Thé shows are designed to be ap-
pealing to young and old and cover many styles of music. 
    Season tickets are $50 for adults, $120 for a family and 
$25 for students.  All Association members have tickets for 
sale, along with the Tri State Museum and the Chamber of 
Commerce.
    Contacts for more information are Connie Husband, Mary 
Kennon or Mary Wendt. 

Center of the Nation Concert Series

    The first annual, Pasque Ladies 
Fashions “Fall Fashion Show” will 
kick off the fall and winter festivi-
ties. 
    The ticketed event will be a fun-
filled and highly pampered evening. 
Each attendee will be given a “Swag 
Bag” with samples, coupons, sweet 
treats, and a list of First Looks 
during the evening. 
  Each swag bag will include a raffle 
ticket to win a gift certificate to 
Pasque, a Sergio Lub copper bracelet 
of the attendee’s choice, and a 
Brighton Jewelry necklace. 
    New merchandise, including 
new brands, will be premiered for 
the event, giving our attendees first 
choice. 
   The store floor will be cleared for 
plush seating and a full lit runway 
for our local models to show off 
their outfits from our labels such as 
Tribal FDJ (Frech Dressing Jeans) 
Multiples, Foxcroft, Slim-Sation, 
Southern Lady… and more. From 
casualwear to office and even party 
wear, see all the beautiful clothes for 
fall and winter. 

   Michaela Horn, the Belle 
Fourche Chamber of Commerce 
Director will be the MC and de-
scribe each of our model’s outfits 
as she walks the runway under 
the amber glow of our gorgeous 
chandelier. 
   Our attendees will be served 
drinks, festive fall treats, and 
treats. After the fashion show, our 
guests will shop for all the featured 
outfits and the entire store. 
   The store will close early to have 
time to set up for this event - 1:00 
PM. 
   This event will be hosted inside 
Pasque, 502 State Street, on Thurs-
day, October 24, from 5-7 PM. 
  All the evening events, give-
aways, raffles, treats and eats, and 
the fashion show, are just $15.00 
a ticket! 
   They look forward to showing 
off the fall line and giving each at-
tendee a wonderful Pasque Ladies 
Fashions shopping experience! 
Only 30 tickets are available! Buy 
yours inside the store! Don’t miss 
out!

Maybe YOU know what SHOW is UP next? Share your fine arts tidbits and upcoming events at bellelavenue@gmail.com. 
I especially love the juicy backstage dish and green room gossip! Mark your calendars, friends, so you don’t forget to Show Up!
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Anything Left in 
the Barrel?

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON  $52/ Year
Go Online or Send us Your Request

PO Box 576   Belle Fourche, SD 57717  • • •  

coverage of honest local news & 
events. With the intent of producing 
strong local and Tri-State area news 
we now have on staff a graphic 
designer; 4+ reporters; 
 *               *                *
The Beacon ad sales have been fairly 
consistent, primarily because adver-
tisers recognize the value of having 
such a wide audience see their ads.
           *               *                *
Subscription support has been good 
and we are working on a couple 
things that will facilitate and encour-
age more of you to subscribe.
          *               *                *
 SD Law changed this past session 
and now Newspapers who have a 
minimum of 400 online subscribers 
are allowed to become “Legal News-
papers”. Under old rules the fact we 
distibuted the paper freely prohibited 
us from doing the legals.
      *               *                *
  We are asking those of you that are 

I have always referred to 
the Beacon as “a work in 
progress”.    
Meaning both destination 

seeking, and in its development.
           *               *                *
  For the first five years the Beacon 
was distributed at no cost to the recipi-
ents in the 7 county tri-state area.
During the middle of 2023 we asked 
readers to subscribe to the Beacon and 
support its continued publication..
       *               *                *
 Like just about everything else these 
days increased costs are a component 
that cannot be ignored. 
       *               *                *
  Ad sales, subscriptions, and publica-
tion of “Legal Notices” are the income 
sources for most publications.
       *               *                *
Our primary focus has been to work 
toward building a paper the provides 

Zada Jones of KOTA Territory News shoots an interview with 
Sherry Hocking, Director of the Newell Ambulance service. 
Hocking discussed Newell’s recent honor of the first West Riv-
er Cardiac Ready Community in South Dakota. Heitz photo

SEPTIC SYSTEMS - BASEMENTS - DUMP TRUCK

BENJAMIN CHENEY
605-569-6151

No job too small!
REDWATEREXCAVATING@NORCELL.US

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED - FREE ESTIMATES!

IRRIGATION PROS

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
AND LANDSCAPING

Fast, Friendly Service!
DOUGLAS PETRE

605.580.1807

FREE ESTIMATES
•Sprinkler Systems
   Installation &
   Maintainence
•Landscaping
•Retaining Walls 

PO Box 721
Belle Fourche SD, 57717

DirtWorks@norcell.us

118 5th Avenue Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Phone: 605.892.2802 Fax: 605.892.3640

bcrepair2@rushmore.com
Josh Bunney, Manager

    For Sale- $800
   Like New:    Queen Size Electric Lift Bed
	    Less than 5yr. old, has Vibrator
                       Call:  605-770-0064

Ryder Heitz
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

KOTA Honors Newell Ambulance Service

Clark Sowers, Belle Fourche City Councilman, left, and Zada 
Jones of KOTA News, right, talk about the importance of rural 
ambulance services. Heitz photo

NEWELL—Butte County’s 
Newell, SD recently received an 
honor that was worthy of KOTA 
Territory News making a trek 
from Rapid City to film a news 
story. 
   The small town was named 
West River’s first Cardiac Ready 
Community. Zada Jones, report-
er for KOTA Territory News, 
said “I wasn’t really sure what 

that meant until this morning, 
and then I came out here and 
got a chance to talk to every-
body. And I think it’s a really 
amazing thing. 
   I think they’re setting a great 
example for other communities 
everywhere.”
Sherry Hocking, director of 
the Newell Ambulance Service, 
explained the honor: “Being 
a Cardiac Ready Community 
means that I have a number 

of people in this community 
that are certified in CPR,” said 
Hocking. 
    “We have a number of AEDs 
placed throughout the commu-
nity.” 
   Hocking and the Newell 
Ambulance team spent the last 
year providing CPR and AED 
training to 138 members of 
their community; this led to the 
State of South Dakota reaching 
out to Hocking to invite her 
to apply for the Cardiac Ready 
Community title.
    In a rural area like Newell, 
the benefits of having so much 
of the population educated 
in CPR and AED are vast. “A 
cardiac arrest can happen to 
anybody, doesn’t take in age, 
gender, race, any of that. It 
can happen to anybody. And 
minutes count,” Hocking 
explained. “So the more people 
that we have trained in CPR 
and know how to do CPR and 
use an AED, we’re going to give 
that patient the best chance of 
surviving.” 
Belle Fourche City Councilman 
Clark Sowers, who also serves 
as the head of the Ambulance 
Board, commented, “I think 
what Sherry and the Newell 
Ambulance have done has set a 
precedent for communities in 
western South Dakota.” 
    Sowers shared that he strug-
gles with heart disease and has 
had heart surgery in the past, 
and stressed the importance of 
the availability of emergency 
services in rural areas. “I’ve 
come to realize that the two 
directors, Donnie Walding 
[of Butte County Ambulance] 
and Sherry here, are totally 
committed to their craft. And, 
you know, it starts at the top,” 
he said. Newell has ten volun-
teers and Belle Fourche has six 
paramedics.
“We have huge support in this 
community. Huge support. This 
community supports us. We 
have a great board of directors,” 
Hocking said. “We are very 
appreciative.”

Keller Williams Realty Black Hills
(605) 210-1162

email: alank@kw.com

Licensed in SD & WY
https://www.bhhomeandland.com

Alan Kindsfater 
Broker Associate

501 Grant Street Belle Fourche, SD  

Prices e�ective 7am-9pm Seven Days a Week Next two weeks
Wednesday October 2nd through Tuesday, October 15th

Now available at
Lynn’s Belle Fourche

Karkov
Vodka

1.75 L

Pendleton
Canadian 

Whisky
1.75 L

$49.99 $12.99

Beer, Wine, & Spirits....

$54.99 $12.59

Rebel
Full Proof
Bourbon 
Whiskey

750ml
Lynn’s Dakotamart 

Barrel Select

Angelina
Wines

750ml

$19.99

Black Velvet
Canadian 

Whisky
1.75 L

$59.99

Jameson
Irish Whiskey

1.75 L

Black Hills Vision Care
“Keeping Your Future in Focus”

605-892-2020
1830 5th Avenue Belle Fourche

 
Optometrist
Dr. Heidi Nash

Opticians
Steve Jewett
December White
 

GARAGE DOORS

Free
Estimates

Belle
Fourche

Sales / Installation / Service / Residential / Commercial
Need a new door? Old door need repair? Call:

605-569-2397

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone Number

Email
1 Year Beacon PO Permit Area $52 1 Year online - $52
Mail Delivery Outside Beacon PO Permit - $105 (donʼt currently receive)

P.O. Box 576 Belle Fourche, SD 57717   (605) 645-2193

Beacon readers that in part or all en-
joy and wish to aid in the continued 
publication in these ways:
 Help us become “Legal”, be one of 
the 400+ that subscribes online: Go 
to www.bellefourchebeacon.com and 
scroll down to “Subscribe Today”.
        *               *                *
   We will start consistantly sending 
reminders to readers each year their 
subscription is up for renewal, or you 
can show your “ vote” for contin-
ued publication by mailing in the 
adjacent form. 
         *               *                *
Let us know what you’d like to see.
We always say everyone likes to 
see their, or someone in the family’s  
picture in the paper, unless for the 
wrong reason, then everyone else 
likes to see it. 
         *               *                *
Write or email and let us know what 
you would like us to do to improve 
the paper we do for YOU! 
Thank you!!
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From A1 Ag Banquet

Jack and Rosina Owen were named 2024 Ag Persons of the Year From left: Rory Owen, Katie Owen, 
Brandon Hatling, Julie Hatling, Rosina Owen, Jack Owen, Amanda Owen, and John Owen. 
Longbrake photo

Brenda Whetham (R) ,Roundup Secretary and Alisha Barry, Social 
Media Director were given Friends of Ag Committee recognition for all 
the help they provide the Committee. Longbrake photo

Tacen Carr, Ryker Samuelson, Mickey Strawn and Casen Schmidt (Linda Johnson Photo-
graph)

Accepting the 2024 Ag Leadership Award are Shawnie and 
Chad Mackaben. Longbrake photo

Grossenburg Implement was awarded 2024 Ag Business Award, from left: Char-
lie Grossenburg, Clint Englehart, Joan Manke, Jodie Severson, and Patrick 
Olson. Longbrake photo

2024 Black Hills Roundup Young Rancher was awarded to Wade and 
Ashley Pearson. Accepting the honor with Pioneer Bank from left: Harlan 
Stephens, Melissa Kraft, Wade Pearson, Ashley Pearson, Clay Birke-
land, Charli Davis, and Chad Pelster. Longbrake photo

221 Industrial St • Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Email: scott@ezfabricationandwelding.com

jennifer@ezfabricationandwelding.com

Contact Scott Huber / Owner
(605) 892-2220

EZ Fabrication offers a wide range of services:
Agriculture Repairs

Fabrication of Industrial Parts
Installation of various Plant Equipment

Retail Steel Dealer
Stainless Steel, Aluminum, and Cast Brazing

Mobile Welding

Shop Services include:
300 Ton Press Brake, 5ft Roll to make 

pipe, Angle Iron Roll, Tubular Roller, and a 
CNC Plasma Table

John Soreide • 701.206.0761

www.pifers.com
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Thursday, October 3, 2024 – 10:00 a.m. (MT)Thursday, October 3, 2024 – 10:00 a.m. (MT)

AUCTION LOCATION:  13170 Redig Rd. • Newell, SDAUCTION LOCATION:  13170 Redig Rd. • Newell, SD

This sale is managed by Pifer’s Auction & Realty, Kevin Pifer, SD #1278.  All statements made the day of the auction take 
precedence over all printed materials. 
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Vermeer 605 Super J BalerVermeer 605 Super J Baler 1993 Wilson Stock Trailer1993 Wilson Stock Trailer 2018 Ford F150 XLT Pickup2018 Ford F150 XLT Pickup

New HollandNew Holland
 T6050 Tractor T6050 Tractor New Holland 9030 TractorNew Holland 9030 Tractor

2014 New Holland2014 New Holland
 SP130 Swather SP130 Swather

Full Inventory & Online Bidding at www.pifers.com!

OWNERS:  Doug & Fern Olson

Andy Mrnak • 701.206.1095

Jim Sabe • 701.523.6283
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don’t have nothing. So take the 
time, open your eyes, spend the 
time with the kids because the 
kids are everything.  

    We all started it but if we don’t 
give them something to follow we 
have nothing.” 

   Shawnie added, “I just want 
to say thank you for everyone, 
all of the committees, all of the 
volunteers, it truly does take a 
village and we’re happy to be part 
of this village.”

2024 Black Hills Roundup 
Young Rancher family was award-
ed to Wade and Ashley Pearson.

The family has a ranch in Beu-
lah, WY that was once the home 
of Wade’s mom’s family. 

   They run cattle, a few horses 
and a small flock of sheep on 
their land. The Pearsons also lease 
ground in Carter County, Mon-
tana, to summer their cattle. 

  They do all of the typical ranch 
work of putting up hay, fixing 
fence and any other job that is 
needed to run the place. 

   Ashley said, “We’re just very 
blessed to be in agriculture, even 
on the smallest level that we are 
and in this community with all of 

www.pifers.com

Pifer’s Annual

Land Auctions
WESTERN DAKOTA

19 th

• 4,811.64 +/- Pasture Acres
• 295.6 +/- Crop Acres
• 560 +/- State of SD Lease Acres
• 3 Parcels in South Harding 

Township
• Ranch Headquarters with Home 

& Outbuildings  
• Excellent Hunting Opportunities
• Online Bidding Available

This sale is managed by Pifer’s Auction & Realty, SD #12819, Kevin Pifer #12782.  All statements made the day of the auction take precedence over all 
printed materials. The seller reserves the right to accept or reject any and all bids.   Pifer’s Auction & Realty, 28020 Boondock Ave. - Worthing, SD 57077

5,116.18 +/- ACRES
HARDING COUNTY, SD

OWNER: Doug & Fern Olson Family

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2024 – 3:00 p.m. (MT)
COMMUNITY CENTER - BUFFALO, SOUTH DAKOTA
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ANDY MRNAK
701.206.1095 • andy@pifers.com

you—great place to be.”
“Every year we get the oppor-

tunity to honor a business that 
really stands out in their field 
that does a great job in serving 
the ag community,” said Stephens 
when introducing Grossenburg 
Implement as 2024 Ag Business 
Award winner. 

    Charlie Grossenburg, owner 
said “I think through our expan-
sion and growth the best thing 
that comes with it is the people 
we meet, our customers and also 
the people we work with…I just 
want to thank everybody for their 
business. 

   If you’ve done business with 
us, and I’d welcome anybody to 
come and stop at the new location 
and check it out, because we love 
this place.”

“We’ve had some tremendous 
honorees through the years and 
this year there’s no exception,” 
said Stephens when introducing 
the final award winners for the 
night, Jack and Rosina Owen, 
2024 Ag Person Award. 

    The Owen family has been 
ranching for many years as owner 
and operator of the L77 Ranch. 

Stephens explained, “In the late 
1980s they began cross breeding 

their Hereford cattle with Red 
Angus bulls. 

   Over the years this program 
was developed into an essentially 
closed genetic program making 
their Red Angus cattle highly 
sought after and valued in the 
region despite the challenges of 
turbulent markets.”

The Owen family has made sig-
nificant contributions to agricul-
ture in the region. 

   “They maintain strong working 
relationships with the local busi-
nesses throughout the tri-state 
area and they value the work they 
do and the people they are priv-
ileged to call family and friends 
with humility, they represent what 
this great work exemplifies and 
anyone who knows them knows 
their love of ranching and their 
exceptional stewardship of their 
land and livestock,” said Stephens. 

Two Friends of the Ag Commit-
tee recognitions were given out to 
honor the support those individu-
als provide to the Ag Committee. 
Brenda Whetham, Roundup 
Secretary and Alisha Barry, Social 
Media Director were given the 
awards. 

Shawn “Bronc” Hight provided 
live music throughout the night.

Comfortable Casino area!
Expanded Sunday Brunch

“Chef’s” Daily Lunch Special
Now Booking Parties!
Door Dash Available

892-2270 • 16 N 5th Ave., Belle Fourche Jct. 212/85 Part of the Conoco MidAmerica Travel Plaza
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Fall

Fashion
Show

502 State Street || Belle Fourche, SD

|| Thurs. October 24th ||
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Swag Bag
Heavy Hors d’oeuvres, 

Drinks, Picture op 
and First Looks

Ticketed Event || $15.00 

**SPACE IS LIMITED TO 

30 ATTENDEES!!

Traditional “Catwalk” 
Model Experience!  

Tickets Available at 

Pasque Ladies Fashions

More info: (605) 892-9089

Customer Service: 440-922-5222 
Customer Service Fax: 440-922-5223
Claims: 440-922-5151 
Claims Fax: 440-922-5152

Andrea Fayville
 

Licensed Agent
Belle Fourche, SD 

701-269-8633 
fayvilleagency@outlook.com

Our Internet Address: www.stongelivestock.com E-mail: stonge@rushmore.com
We appreciate your business. Call anyone of us any time if you have stock to sell. We are glad to come to your ranch.

PHONES: 1-800-249-1995 • 605-642-2200 • FAX 605-642-7628

Tim Tetrault ~ Fieldman: 605-642-9792 • 605-641-0328
Ron Frame ~ Fieldman: 307-896-6397 • 605-641-0229

Dustin Vining ~ Fieldman: 605-354-9966

Jess Cline ~ Fieldman: 307-751-8143
Ray Pepin ~ Fieldman: 605-892-5072

Tyler Escott ~ Fieldman: 406-853-5690

Doug Dietterle ~ Auctioneer
605-788-2963

RaNDy Searer ~ Auctioneer
406-480-1974

We appreciate your business. Call any one of us any time if you have stock to sell. We are glad to come to your ranch.

 ST. ONGE LIVESTOCK Now Broadcasts our Sales live on the internet at WWW.CATTLEUSA.COM

Justin Tupper ~ Cattle Yards Manager
605-680-0259 

Brooke Tupper ~ Office Mgr. 605-642-2200
Doug Dietterle ~ Auctioneer 605-788-2963

Randy Searer ~ Auctioneer 406-480-1974
Tim Tetrault ~ Fieldman: 605-642-9792 •  

605-641-0328

Ray Pepin ~ Fieldman: 605-892-5072
Tyler Escott ~ Fieldman: 406-853-5690

Scott Crowser ~ Fieldman: 605-645-2654

Casey Humble ~ Fieldman: 605-490-9829
Kelly Baker ~ Fieldman: 605-569-3007
JL Driskill  ~ Fieldman: 307-660-5422

NEWELL SHEEP YARDSNEWELL SHEEP YARDS
1-800-409-4149 • 605-456-2348 

FAX: 605-456-2436
 Barney Barnes  Sheep Yards 

Mgr. - 605-641-2333
Auctioneer: Cody Tupper  

605-569-3589

 Fieldman : Gilbert Wood  
605-456-2400 
605-641-7100

 Fieldman : Dustin Vining  
605-354-9966

2024 CATTLE SALES
Friday, October 11th – Yearling & Spring Calf Special
Saturday, October 12th – 1st Saturday Weigh Up Sale
Friday, October 18th – Yearling & Spring Calf Special
Saturday, October 19th – Weigh Up Cattle & Early Bred Cow Special
Wednesday, October 23rd – 1st Wednesday Spring Calf Special
Friday, October 25th – Yearling & Spring Calf Special
Saturday, October 26th – Weigh Up Sale
Wednesday, October 30th – Spring Calf Special
Friday, November 1st – Spring Calf Special
Saturday November 2nd – Bred Heifer & Cow Special Along With Weigh Ups
Wednesday, November 6th – Spring Calf Special
Friday, November 8th – Spring Calf Special
Saturday, November 9th - Bred Heifer & Cow Special Along With Weigh Ups
Friday, November 15th – Spring Calf Special
Saturday, November 16th - Bred Heifer & Cow Special Along With Weigh Ups
Friday, November 22nd – Spring Calf Special
Saturday, November 23rd - Bred Heifer & Cow Special Along With Weigh Ups
Friday, November 29th – No Sale – Happy Thanksgiving
Saturday, November 30th – Annual Thanksgiving Bred Heifer & Stock Cow Special
Friday, December 6th – Spring Calf Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
Friday, December 13th – Spring Calf Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
Friday, December 20th – Last Sale Of 2024 – Bred Heifer & Cow Special – 

Selling All Classes Of Cattle

St Onge Livestock has a receiving station for the Gillette Area every Thursday.  It is on 
Northern Drive in Gillette.  Call Doug Miller at 307-660-0960 to let him know what is coming.  
You can unload all day every Thursday until 3 pm.  You pay receiving station fee of $3 per 
head & $2.50/cwt for trucking.  You can also call Justin Tupper at 605-680-0259 & he can let 

them know your cattle are coming also.
THE BROADUS RECEIVING STATION IS TAKING CATTLE EVERY THURSDAY FOR OUR 

SALES ON FRIDAY.  You can drop your cattle off every Thursday by 3pm. You pay receiving 
station fee of $3 per head & $2.50/cwt for trucking.  For more information, call Tyler or 

Brandy Escott at 406-421-5579 or 406-951-1666 or Justin Tupper at 605-680-0259.

Video Auction Time is Coming up very, quickly - 
If  you are considering filming your Calves or Yearlings for Fall Delivery 

Contact Us For Your Video Marketing Needs

St. Onge Livestock 
We are reps for 

SUPERIOR LIVESTOCK AUCTION Attention to all Sheep & Goat Producers,  it is required that every Male & Female animal over the age 
of 12 months have a scrapies tag in place to sell.  These tags can be oBTained by the producer 
for FREE by calling 1-866-873-2824.  If they come to the sale barn without being tagged, you will 

be charged $4/hd for our vet to do them.  Please call us if you have any questions.

Sheep Report - Thursday, September 26, 2024
Lambs under 70# sold $5 to $10 higher
Lambs 70# to 100# sold $10 to $15 lower
Slaughter ewes sold $2 to $4 lower

Next sale - October 3rd - Feeder Lamb Special - 1 PM
Animals should be here by noon so they can be weighed before the sale
Thank you for your business! 

Slaughter Ewes
Bar 69 Ranch, Belle Fourche SD ....................28 ....K Ewe ............................183 ...... $74.00 
Davis, Marlene, Belle Fourche SD ..................19 ....K Ewe ............................153 ...... $66.00 
Davis, Marlene, Belle Fourche SD ..................29 ....K Ewe ............................142 ...... $61.00 
Harpster, Charles, Prairie City SD....................15 ....K Ewe ............................142 ...... $66.00 
Harpster, Charles, Prairie City SD....................22 ....K Ewe ............................131 ...... $61.00 
Heser, Dwight, Vida MT .....................................31 ....K Ewe ............................146 ...... $66.00 
Heser, Dwight, Vida MT .....................................30 ....K Ewe ............................138 ...... $61.00 
Lazy Vc Kelly Ranch Inc, Faith SD ..................18 ....K Ewe ............................157 ...... $74.00 
Marx Land & Livestock, Rushville NE .............12 ....K Ewe ............................197 ...... $74.00 
Mcamis, Steve Or Renee, Belle Fourche SD 11 ....K Ewe ............................152 ...... $74.00 
Mcamis, Steve Or Renee, Belle Fourche SD 23 ....K Ewe ............................148 ...... $66.00 
Nixon, Reni, Alzada MT .....................................13 ....K Ewe ............................188 ...... $86.00 
Nixon, Reni, Alzada MT .....................................9 ......K Ewe ............................166 ...... $70.00 
Page, Ben Or Fran, Faith SD ...........................8 ......K Ewe ............................167 ...... $74.00 
Rough Creek Ranch, Broadus MT .................19 ....K Ewe ............................150 ...... $74.00 
Rough Creek Ranch, Broadus MT .................18 ....K Ewe ............................138 ...... $66.00 
Sikveland, Tristan, Circle MT ............................8 ......K Ewe ............................165 ...... $74.00 
Slaughter Bucks
Rough Creek Ranch, Broadus MT .................2 ......Kbuck .............................195 ...... $90.00 
Replacement Ewes/ Sold By Head
Harpster, Charles, Prairie City SD....................47 ....2-Sld ...............................149 .... $140.00 
Harpster, Charles, Prairie City SD....................55 ....Ss-St ..............................146 .... $135.00 
Peterson Sheep, Lemmon SD ........................67 ....Sld ..................................148 .... $120.00 
Peterson Sheep, Lemmon SD ........................24 ....Ss-St ..............................145 .... $120.00 
Veit, Morgan, Dupree SD ..................................27 ....St ....................................164 .... $150.00 
Feeder Lambs
Burke, Joe Or Jane, Newell SD .......................237 .Lamb ..............................50 ....... $255.00 
Burke, Joe Or Jane, Newell SD .......................657 .Lamb ..............................70 ....... $193.00 
Burke, Joe Or Jane, Newell SD .......................51 ....Lamb ..............................85 ....... $164.00 
Orwick Ranch, Newell SD ................................61 ....Lamb ..............................51 ....... $238.00 
Orwick Ranch, Newell SD ................................117 ..Lamb ..............................67 ....... $190.00 
Reichert, Duane, New Underwood SD ..........82 ....Lamb ..............................45 ....... $246.00 
Reichert, Duane, New Underwood SD ..........201 .Lamb ..............................58 ....... $223.00 
Tennant Ranch, Camp Crook SD ...................354 .Lamb ..............................82 ....... $171.00 
Tennant Ranch, Camp Crook SD ...................192 .Lamb ..............................98 ....... $134.00 
Murphy & Sons, Circle MT ................................86 ....Lamb ..............................64 ....... $188.00 
Murphy & Sons, Circle MT ................................426 .Lamb ..............................78 ....... $171.00 
Murphy & Sons, Circle MT ................................119 ..Lamb ..............................95 ....... $142.00 
Acosta, Melanie, Prairie City SD ......................43 ....Lamb ..............................75 ....... $183.00 
Borchgrevink Livestock, Belle Fourche SD ....24 ....Ewe ................................66 ....... $182.00 
Borntreger, David, Forsyth MT .........................96 ....Lamb ..............................86 ....... $153.00 
Borntreger, Levi, Forsyth MT ............................27 ....Lamb ..............................103 .... $141.00 
Davis, Dan, Buffalo SD ......................................50 ....Ewe ................................86 ....... $146.00 
Horman, Jeff, Belle Fourche SD ......................64 ....Lamb ..............................79 ....... $165.00 
Horman, Jeff, Belle Fourche SD ......................216 .Lamb ..............................98 ....... $132.00 
Marx Land & Livestock, Rushville NE .............46 ....Lamb ..............................112 ..... $141.00 
Mathias, Odessa, Lusk WY ..............................77 ....Lamb ..............................90 ....... $138.00 
Rough Creek Ranch, Broadus MT .................39 ....Lamb ..............................83 ....... $156.00 
Seaman, Jerry Or Dixie, Newell SD ................88 ....Lamb ..............................91 ....... $136.00 
Sikveland, Tristan, Circle MT ............................43 ....Lamb ..............................70 ....... $179.00 
Wulf, Rex, Newell SD ........................................25 ....Lamb ..............................75 ....... $171.00

2024 SHEEP SALES
October 10th – Feeder Lamb & Replacment Ewe Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
October 17th – Feeder Lamb Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
October 24th – Feeder Lamb Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
October 31st – Feeder Lamb & Replacment Ewe Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
November 7th – Feeder Lamb Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
November 14th – Feeder Lamb Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
November 21st – Feeder Lamb & Replacment Ewe Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
November 28th – No Sale – Happy Thanksgiving!
December 5th – Feeder Lamb Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
December 12th – Feeder Lamb & Replacment Ewe Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
December 19th – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats

Cattle Report - Friday, September 27, 2024
Just over 2000 hd today
Market was fullly steady - light test on calves - shots are making a difference!

Next sale - October 4th - Yrlg & Spring Calf Special - Selling all classes of cattle
 9 AM Weigh ups - 11 AM Bred Cows followed by yearlings then spring calves
Thank you for marketing with St Onge Livestock!

Yearlings
Conzelman, Bryce, Sundance WY ..................18 ....Blk ..Hfr.................786 .............. $240.50 
Conzelman, Bryce, Sundance WY ..................70 ....Blk ..Hfr.................767 .............. $245.00 
Conzelman, Bryce, Sundance WY ..................61 ....Blk ..Hfr.................676 .............. $251.00 
Daly Livestock, Gillette WY ................................19 ....B/R .Hfr.................923 .............. $227.50 
Daly Livestock, Gillette WY ................................1 ......Red Bull ...............875 .............. $152.50 
Daly Livestock, Gillette WY ................................70 ....B/R .Hfr.................779 .............. $242.25 
Duprel Livestock LLC .........................................10 ....Blk ..Hfr.................1055 ............ $219.50 
Fruit, Tracy, Broadus MT ....................................30 ....Blk ..Hfr.................801 .............. $241.00 
Horseshoe I Ranch, Broadus MT .....................109 ..Blk ..Str .................916 .............. $252.25 
Horseshoe I Ranch, Broadus MT .....................61 ....Blk ..Str .................850 .............. $259.50 
KC Ranch LLC, Rozet WY ................................14 ....Red Hfr.................975 .............. $224.00 
Konechne, Jim A, Rapid City SD ......................13 ....Blk ..Str .................790 .............. $225.00 
Mannetter, John Or Debra, Sundance WY .....10 ....Blk ..Hfr.................803 .............. $239.50 
Policky Ranch LLP, Upton WY ..........................12 ....Blk ..Hfr.................887 .............. $235.00 
Richards, Duane, Hammond MT .....................1 ......Red Bull ...............975 .............. $190.00 
Ritthaler Cattle Co, Upton WY ...........................44 ....Blk ..Hfr.................966 .............. $227.50 
Schell Long Pine Ranch, Capitol MT ...............11 ....Blk ..Str .................824 .............. $257.50 
Schuricht, Ken, Moorcroft WY ...........................45 ....Blk ..Hfr.................822 .............. $239.50 
Warner, Adam Or Lynn, Rozet WY ..................46 ....Blk ..Hfr.................761 .............. $238.00 
Wulf, Justin, Owanka SD ...................................18 ....Bbld Hfr.................810 .............. $239.75 
Spring Calves
Branger, Clint, Roscoe MT .................................75 ....Blk ..Str .................428 .............. $355.00 
Branger, Clint, Roscoe MT .................................53 ....Blk ..Hfr.................405 .............. $327.50 
Branger, Clint, Roscoe MT .................................14 ....Blk ..Hfr.................336 .............. $330.00 
Cheser, Dan & Jody, Arvada WY ......................15 ....Bbld Str .................480 .............. $295.00 
Leininger, Kurt & Jana, Miles City MT ..............25 ....Bbld Str .................468 .............. $315.00 
Leininger, Kurt & Jana, Miles City MT ..............20 ....Bbld Hfr.................375 .............. $320.00 
Leininger, Kurt & Jana, Miles City MT ..............15 ....B/R .Str .................363 .............. $390.00 
Mccoy, Jim, Belle Fourche SD ..........................11 ....Bbld Hfr.................428 .............. $295.00 
Mccoy, Jim, Belle Fourche SD ..........................11 ....Bbld Str .................416 .............. $367.50 
Weigh Up Cows
62 Livestock, Sundance WY .............................1 ......Red Cow .............1565 ............ $125.00 
Arnold, Landon, Owanka SD ............................1 ......Red Cow .............1420 ............ $131.00 
Arnold, Landon, Owanka SD ............................1 ......Rbld Cow .............1350 ............ $131.00 
Arnold, Landon, Owanka SD ............................6 ......Red Cow .............1595 ............ $130.50 
Arnold, Landon, Owanka SD ............................1 ......Red Cow .............1400 ............ $129.50 
Arnold, Landon, Owanka SD ............................2 ......Red Cow .............1887 ............ $128.00 
Arnold, Landon, Owanka SD ............................1 ......Red Cow .............1675 ............ $124.00 
Baker, Gary Or Nancy, Hermosa SD ...............2 ......Blk ..Cow .............1397 ............ $131.00 
Baker, Gary Or Nancy, Hermosa SD ...............2 ......Blk ..Cow .............1565 ............ $126.50 
Baker, Travis, Hermosa SD ...............................1 ......Blk ..Cow .............1260 ............ $129.00 
Baker, Travis, Hermosa SD ...............................1 ......Blk ..Cow .............1590 ............ $125.00 
Bauer, Bradley Or Rhonda, Union Center SD 4 ......Blk ..Cow .............1560 ............ $130.00 
Bauer, Bradley Or Rhonda, Union Center SD 2 ......Blk ..Cow .............1310 ............ $124.00 
Bauer, Casey, Union Center SD .......................2 ......Blk ..Cow .............1527 ............ $129.50 
Daly Livestock, Gillette WY ................................1 ......Blk ..Cow .............1340 ............ $124.00 
Fredrickson, Mark, Spearfish SD......................2 ......Herf Cow .............1630 ............ $126.00 
Fredrickson, Mark, Spearfish SD......................2 ......Herf Cow .............1295 ............ $126.00 
Gaskill, C J, Volborg MT .....................................1 ......Blk ..Cwett ...........1295 ............ $137.00 
Gaskill, C J, Volborg MT .....................................2 ......Blk ..Cow .............1810 ............ $126.50 
Hanson, Chris Or Kellie, Piedmont SD ............1 ......Blk ..Hfrt................900 .............. $195.00 
Hanson, Chris Or Kellie, Piedmont SD ............3 ......B/R .Hfrt................1090 ............ $172.00 
Hanson, Chris Or Kellie, Piedmont SD ............1 ......Red Cwett ...........1280 ............ $150.00 
Janis, Wesley, Rapid City SD ............................2 ......Bld ..Cwett ...........1220 ............ $133.00 
Konechne, Jim A, Rapid City SD ......................1 ......Blk ..Hfrt................1055 ............ $164.00 
Konechne, Jim A, Rapid City SD ......................1 ......Blk ..Cow .............1510 ............ $122.00 
Leininger, Kurt & Jana, Miles City MT ..............1 ......Blk ..Cow .............1525 ............ $121.50 
Lloyd, James, Broadus MT ................................2 ......B/R .Cow .............1472 ............ $131.50 
Mackey, Dudley & Marilyn, Gillette WY ............1 ......Red Cow .............1510 ............ $132.00 
Morgan, Jeff Or Rebecca, Gillette WY .............6 ......Blk ..Hfrt................935 .............. $185.00 
Morgan, Jeff Or Rebecca, Gillette WY .............1 ......Blk ..Cwett ...........1310 ............ $140.00 
Morgan, Jeff Or Rebecca, Gillette WY .............3 ......Blk ..Cow .............1456 ............ $127.00 
Morgan, Jeff Or Rebecca, Gillette WY .............1 ......B/R .Cow .............830 .............. $120.00 
Mt Rushmore Angus, Hermosa SD .................3 ......Blk ..Hfrt................941 .............. $180.00 
Mt Rushmore Angus, Hermosa SD .................21 ....Blk ..Hfrt................1125 ............ $176.00 
Mt Rushmore Angus, Hermosa SD .................21 ....Blk ..Cow .............1352 ............ $129.50 
Mt Rushmore Angus, Hermosa SD .................1 ......Blk ..Cow .............1410 ............ $126.50 
Oedekoven, Darrell Or Penny, Vale SD...........1 ......Red Cow .............1485 ............ $124.00 
Opitz, Mike Or Linda, Piedmont SD .................1 ......Blk ..Cow .............1515 ............ $129.00 
Randall, Ross, Broadus MT ..............................1 ......Blk ..Cow .............1440 ............ $130.50 
Richards, Kristy, Newell SD ...............................3 ......Blk ..Cow .............1358 ............ $130.00 
Richards, Kristy, Newell SD ...............................1 ......Blk ..Cow .............1355 ............ $130.00 
Richards, Kristy, Newell SD ...............................1 ......Bld ..Cow .............1245 ............ $130.00 
Richards, Kristy, Newell SD ...............................2 ......Blk ..Cow .............1617 ............ $128.00 
Snyder Cattle Co Llc, Piedmont SD .................12 ....Bbld Hfrt................1069 ............ $188.00 
Snyder Cattle Co Llc, Piedmont SD .................3 ......Bld ..Cow .............1316 ............ $127.00 
Snyder Cattle Co Llc, Piedmont SD .................15 ....Bbld Cow .............1323 ............ $126.00 
Snyder Cattle Co Llc, Piedmont SD .................5 ......Bld ..Cow .............1561 ............ $124.00 
Snyder Cattle Co Llc, Piedmont SD .................1 ......Bld ..Cow .............1395 ............ $121.00 
Trimble, John, Rapid City SD ............................1 ......Blk ..Cwett ...........1330 ............ $133.00 
Trimble, John, Rapid City SD ............................1 ......Blk ..Cow .............1430 ............ $128.00 
Vossler, Jerry Or Heidi, Rozet WY ....................2 ......R/Ch Cow ............1385 ............ $123.00 
Weigh Up Bulls
Duprel Livestock Llc ............................................1 ......Blk ..Bull ...............2125 ............ $147.50 
Gaskill, C J, Volborg MT .....................................1 ......Blk ..Bull ...............2315 ............ $150.00 
Gaskill, C J, Volborg MT .....................................1 ......Blk ..Bull ...............2185 ............ $147.50 
Hayden, Barry, Gillette WY ................................1 ......Char Bull ...............1970 ............ $147.50 
Hayden, Barry, Gillette WY ................................3 ......Char Bull ...............1858 ............ $162.00 
Hayden, Barry, Gillette WY ................................4 ......Char Bull ...............1576 ............ $142.50 
Hayden, Barry, Gillette WY ................................4 ......Char Bull ...............1055 ............ $188.00 
Kretschman, Kale, Gillette WY ..........................1 ......Blk ..Bull ...............1945 ............ $140.00 
Lawrence, Edward, Alzada MT .........................2 ......Blk ..Bull ...............1880 ............ $155.00 
Materi, Wanda, Weston WY ..............................1 ......Blk ..Bull ...............1570 ............ $145.00 
Oedekoven, Darrell Or Penny, Vale SD...........1 ......Blk ..Bull ...............2070 ............ $145.00 
Peila, Susie, Shepard MT ..................................1 ......Blk ..Bull ...............1660 ............ $141.00 

Friday, October 4, 2024
Yearling & Spring Calf Special

9:00 AM -- Weigh Up Cows  11:00 AM – Bred Cows Followed 
by Yearlings then Calves

BT-Branding Time Shots    PC-PreCondition Shots   DF-Drug Free   BV-Bangs 
Vaccinated    NI- No Implants

Bred Cows - Dispersion
Joseph Harriet -- 160 Mixed Age Cows -- Bred Blk - 4/1
Yearlings
Pete Reno & Sons -- 225 Herf & Blk Bldy Strs -- 800-900# 
  - NI, DF, Home Raised
  - 75 Herf & Blk Bldy Hfrs -- 700-800# - Ni, DF, Home Raised, Open
MT Consignment -- 300 Blk, Red & Char Strs -- 700-900#
Brownfield Ranch -- 130 Blk, Bldy & Few Herf Strs - 950-1000#
Mueller Land & Livestock -- 61 Blk Mostly Hfrs -- 700#
SD Consignment -- 50 Blk Hfrs -- 900-950# - Open
Rod & Katie Smith -- 18 Blk Hfrs -- 850-925# - Open
Jeff Haberstroh -- 15 Mostly Blk Strs & Hfrs -- 600-800# 
Clint & Wade Pearson -- 15 Blk Strs & Hfrs -- 850# - Hfrs Spayed
Pearson Ranch -- 12 Herf & Blk Bldy Strs -- 950#
Calves
Courtney Ranch -- 1,000 Blk & Red Strs & Hfrs -- 350-550# - BT, PC 
Jim & Neal Mccoy -- 200 Blk Strs & Hfrs -- 500-600# -- BT, NI
Hillsview Ranch -- 130 Blk Bldy & Herf Strs & Hfrs -- 475-550# - BT, PC
Jim Burleson -- 140 Blk & Bldy Strs & Hfrs -- 525-600# - BT, PC, NI
Moore Ranch & Stryver Livestock -- 105 Blk Strs & Hfrs -- 500-525# - BT, PC
Schuricht & Kinstetter -- 90 Blk Strs -- 400-500# - BT, NI
Tom Mills -- 90 Blk & F-1 Bldy Strs & Hfrs -- 575-650# - BT, PC, NI
Desirea King -- 78 Blk Strs & Hfrs -- 500-550# - BT, PC
Jennie Crowser -- 75 Blk Bldy & Red Bulls -- 350-500# - All Natural
Jim Ball -- 60 Blk & Blk Bldy Strs & Hfrs -- 500-600# -- BT, PC
Chuck Baker -- 58 Blk Strs & Hfrs -- 500-550# - BT, PC, DF
Jim Lintz -- 50 Blk Strs & Hfrs -- 570-600# - BT, PC
Russel Stinson -- 45 Blk Strs & Hfrs -- 425-500# - BT, PC
Jo Mcdonald -- 40 Blk Strs & Hfrs -- 450-500# - BT, PC
Jay Mattson -- 40 Blk Strs & Hfrs -- 500-550# - BT, PC
Wende Gianino -- 30 Blk & Red Strs -- 450-600# - BT, PC, NI, DF
Stinson Livestock -- 10 Blk Strs & Hfrs -- 500-550# - BT, PC, DF

Plus more by sale time!

NEWELL SHEEP YARDS
Thursday, October 3, 2024
Feeder Lamb Special 1:00 PM
Expecting 3000 to 4000 Feeder Lambs

Replacement Ewes
MT - 300 6-Yr-Old Ewes

Please have animals in by 10:00 AM
So they can all be weighed before the sale!

Persson, Drew, Gillette WY ...............................1 ......Blk ..Bull ...............1905 ............ $147.50 
Persson, Terrance & Cindy Lou, Gillette WY ..1 ......Blk ..Bull ...............1945 ............ $143.50 
Peterson, Scott, Belle Fourche SD ...................1 ......Blk ..Bull ...............1020 ............ $172.50 
Ritthaler Cattle Co, Upton WY ...........................1 ......Blk ..Bull ...............1890 ............ $144.50 
Ritthaler Cattle Co, Upton WY ...........................1 ......Blk ..Bull ...............1775 ............ $140.00 
Schlegel, Trevor, Hulett WY ...............................1 ......Blk ..Bull ...............1600 ............ $140.00
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Supporters of 
lifting tax on 
consumables 

say local 
government 

fears overblown

11363 US Hwy 212 Belle Fourche, SD 57717
www.buttecountyequipment.com

Your Local Kubota Dealer

June 6th from 11AM-7PM

 $50,000 

2019 New Holland C245  
1,700 hours • foot pedal controls

 2-speed • A/C • loaded! 

Bu�alo Ranch Supply is booking cake
and protein tubs for fall delivery. 

Open: Monday - Friday 7:30am-6pm
307 US HWY 85  •  Bu�alo, SD 57720  •  605-375-3767

www.bu�aloranchsupply.com

CALL NOW TO GET ON
OUR SCHEDULE!

Scott Peterson Sales
Quality Used Equipment 

Scott: 605- 641-7268     Ken: 605-641-6466

'03 Fontaine 
step deck
53'x102"

‘91 CIH 7110 
5600 Hours-3 Remotes 

540/1000 Pto
3 Pr & Quik Hitch

Duals- One Owner
Super Clean!

Brillion SS12
12’ w/6” Spacing

Hyd Lift; Track 
Wacker ;Acre Meter

Like New!

'16 
Haybuster-CMF1150, 

710 cu. ft. 2 
76”screws, Digi Star 

Scale, Like New! 

‘08 Merritt 53x102
Air ride

Spread axle
Very good �oors

Fresh DOT

‘Meridian SLMD12-85
12"X 85'
Hyd lift

Electric swing hopper 
w/remote

Excellent condition

$57,900$57,900
 $29,000

'05 NH 1475 
Haybine  18'

$10,900 $14,500$21,500$21,500

Cities 
brace for 
potential 

IM 28 
passage 
impact

Email: mickart@mickharrison.com  
www.MickHarrison.com 

Mailing Address:
Mick Harrison Paintings

PO Box 457 Belle Fourche, SD 57717

The New Colt
Oil

Mick
Harrison

•25+ years experience
•Now serving the Northern Black Hills

•Flatwork •Walls •Additions
•Mini Excavator Work

www.nadigconcrete.com

T T

&

C

T & T Construction

Tom Kinter
Serving the Tri-State Area Since 1990

1200 Elkhorn St.   Belle Fourche, SD 57717
O�ce: (605) 568-0268  Cell: (605) 569-0718

No Job is Too Big or Too Small

General Contractor

•Additions        
                      •Roo�ng/Siding

                               •Remodeling    
                                                                                                         •All Phases of Construction                                    

• COMPETITIVE CD & DEPOSIT RATES • VEHICLE LOANS  
• MORTGAGES • COMMERCIAL LOANS •  

ONLINE & MOBILE BANKING • CREDIT CARDS •

We’ll 
Make It 
Happen

highmarkfcu.com | 605.892.4631

HM Livestock Show Ad  Belle Fourche 10-24.indd   1HM Livestock Show Ad  Belle Fourche 10-24.indd   1 9/27/24   3:32 PM9/27/24   3:32 PM

The potential approval of 
Initiated Measure 28 by voters 
has cities preparing for budget 
shortfalls, despite doubt about 
what the measure could mean to 
them if adopted.
    City leaders in Pierre and 
Aberdeen took steps this week to 
outline and brace for hypothetical 
effects of IM 28 in the event that 
voters approve it this year. 
   In Pierre, the city commission 
passed a 2025 budget contingent 
on the results of the measure, 
while Aberdeen’s council 
approved a resolution outlining 
potential impacts.  
    Officials in Aberdeen expect to 
lose as much as $2.1 million in 
annual sales tax revenue if South 
Dakotans vote “yes” in Novem-
ber.
    The measure would eliminate 
the 4.2 percent tax that South 
Dakota state government collects 
on “consumables.” 
    “The voters aren’t voting on 
a concept or intent,” Aberdeen 
Councilman David Novstrup 
said, according to the Aberdeen 
Insider. “We’re voting on what 
the language actually says, not 
what I say it says, but what the 
petition says. It’s really important 
on this matter to know what it 
says.”
    At the heart of IM 28 is the 
debate over whether municipal-
ities could continue collecting 
sales taxes on food and other 
items “consumed” by people. 
Opponents argue that despite IM 
28 specifically stating it wouldn’t 
apply to localities, other lan-
guage in state law would prevent 
cities and counties from taxing 

an item the state cannot. If that 
legal interpretation prevailed, it 
would make localities’ 2 percent 
sales tax on items for “human 
consumption” illegal, creating 
significant budget shortfalls.
But a 2023 explanation by 
Attorney General Marty Jack-
ley does not touch on potential 
implications for municipalities, 
and a memo from the nonpartisan 
Legislative Research Council 
(LRC) agrees. 
   Still, city leaders aren’t taking 
chances. Pierre warns that 
community services and funding 
for organizations like Meals on 
Wheels, the fire department, and 
the Boys and Girls Club could be 
affected.
The pair of cities is joined in 
opposition by dozens of busi-
ness advocacy groups across the 
state. “South Dakotans Against 
A State Income Tax,” the group 
fighting IM 28, announced that 
50 of those organizations had 

joined them in opposition to the 
idea — including the Sioux Falls 
Development Foundation and 
the Watertown Area Chamber of 
Commerce.
“If that measure passes in the No-
vember election, sales tax reve-
nues will be reduced, and our pro-
grams supported by sales tax will 
be impacted,” said Pierre Mayor 
Steve Harding. “The budget we 
outlined will be unworkable.”
In a statement, Dakotans for 
Health head Rick Weiland, whose 
group spearheaded the petition 
drive to bring the issue to voters, 
rejected the idea that the tax 
repeal would apply to city and 
county governments — calling 
the suggestion “misleading.”
IM 28 does not take away local 
governments’ authority to collect 
the sales tax on food,” Weiland 
told The Dakota Scout. “That is 
the official position of the state of 
South Dakota.” 
Both Jackley and the LRC have 

predicted, though, that IM 28 will 
likely require legislative or ju-
dicial interpretation if approved, 
potentially offering an opportu-
nity to address local government 
concerns. 
    The interpretation would at 
least focus on the term “hu-
man consumption” used in the 
language of the measure, which 
LRC explains would likely apply 
not just to food, but any goods or 
services used by people.
“(An) interpretation of ‘human 
consumption’ could include more 
than just food,” a July memo 
from the LRC explained. “The 
assumption in this case is, if the 
intent of the measure was to limit 
its application to food only, the 
word ‘food’ would have been 
used.” 
    LRC projects a more than $646 
million impact on the state sales 
tax revenues should IM 28 pass, 
but that’s subject likely to change 
depending on how consumables 

are defined moving forward.
Not all city officials across the 
state are in lockstep agreement 
about the impact IM 28 would 
have in their jurisdiction, though. 
Sioux Falls City Council Chair-
man Curt Soehl agrees with Wei-
land in thinking that the impact of 
the measure is being overblown 
by its opponents.
“I do not believe it is going to 
affect the city of Sioux Falls … 
The broadest interpretation pos-
sible would have to happen for it 
to impact us,” he said, theorizing 
that state lawmakers would take 
the narrowest possible interpreta-
tion possible. 
“That being said, if the state of 
South Dakota suffers a $120 
million or more reduction in their 
tax revenues, it will affect the city 
of Sioux Falls, because they (the 
state) are not going to be as quick 
to give us grants to help us with 
our streets, for example.”

Austin Goss
austin@thedakotascout.com



“Nooks and Crannies”
Editor’s note: DeAnn Kruem-

pel does a weekly column with 
stories include memories of 
growing up on the farm near De 
Smet, SD. Some are humorous. 
Many tie into present-day life.
The Beacon will as space is 
available publish said columns.

Author DeAnn Kruempel is 
pictured with one of her books, 
Once Upon a Midwest Sunset, 
a compilation of short stories 
and memories of growing up 
on a farm near De Smet, SD. 
Her siblings, who are often the 
characters in the stories, share 
their memories, and Kruempel 
pieces them together into often 
humorous tales. Five Midwest 
newspapers run her weekly 
column, which began in 2020 
under the heading, “Nooks and 
Crannies.” After a year Krue-
mpel compiled the stories and 
published them as Once Upon 
a Midwest Sunset.  Since then, 
she has also published Putting 
on the Big Boots and Back to 
Forward and Leaving a Trail.

Kruempel has also written a 
series of historical fiction books 
based in Iowa during the late 
1930s and WWII years. The 
first book in the series, Prom-
ises to Keep, depicts the joys 
and struggles of a young family 

on their precious farm. The 
following books in the series, 
Promises Challenged, Promis-
es Strengthened, Promises in 
Courage and Promises Under 
Fire continue the story through 
the end of World War II. Join 
the Andersson family as they 
endure blizzards, fire, polio and 
much more.

All of Kruempel’s works 
promote strong family values 
and are enjoyed by adults and 
young people alike. She uses 
adventure, humor, love and 
hope to bring history to life. 
Her goal in writing is to keep 
memories alive. 

All of her books are available 
on Amazon. Find out more on 
Facebook and her Amazon KDP 
author page.

The author grew up on a farm 
near De Smet, SD, the sixth 
child of Harrison and Mabel 
Wolkow.  She attended school 
at Erwin and De Smet. Married 
Vicar Robert Kruempel and 
lived in Benedict, ND, Toeter-
ville, IA, Akron, IA and Mis-
souri Valley, IA. She worked 
in school and public libraries 
for more than 30 years before 
retiring in 2022. Kruempel 
now resides on an acreage near 
Logan, IA.
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Looking Back from 9-92020

Butte County former jail, built ca 1897 listed in the Register 
of Historic Places.  The availability of natural stone in west-
ern South Dakota contributed to the masonry tradition that 
developed in this part of the state. Sandstone was quarried at 
areas of natural outcropping in Butte county and was used for 
construction of massive public building.
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Shawn D. Stinton, D.C.
Stinton Chiropractic Clinic, P.C.

517 Grant Street
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-4909

“Consider chiropractic care first.”

by Mary Buchholz

a fire near Roslyn alleged to 
have been caused by impure 
kerosene. The fire destroyed a 
farm home and caused serious 
injury to the farmer’s wife, 
who had poured kerosene onto 
the kitchen fire to hurry dinner 
preparations. The hot coals in 
the stove caused rapid forma-
tion of kerosene vapor which, 
becoming mixed with the right 
proportion of air, exploded vio-
lently when a portion of the oil 
in the stove burst into flame. In-
spector Runbeck learned from a 
young woman who was present 
at the time of the accident and 
who had herself purchases the 
oil in question, where and when 
she had purchased the kero-
sene. As the can and contents 
had been destroyed in the fire 
the inspector went to the store 
and learned that no additional 
kerosene had been placed in the 
merchant’s tank since the oil 
had been purchases which was 
thought to have caused the ex-
plosion. Upon testing this stock 
of kerosene the inspector found 
it to be safe. A sample sent to 
the laboratory here for further 
examination has been analyzed 
and found to be not less than 
thirty degrees above the safely 
limit prescribed by law and of 
normal composition otherwise.  
State Inspector Frary again cau-
tions against the use of kerosene 
for starting or kindling fires. 

IMPROVING STREETS   
The present city administration 
has been doing a great deal of 
work improving the appearance 
of the city during the past two 
years, but the most noticeable 
and most appreciated, is the oil-
ing and fixing up of the streets. 
The last coating of oil was 
spread last week, and to elimi-
nate the slow drying during cool 
weather, a coaling of sand has 
been placed over the oil.  This 
serves a double purpose, pre-
vents the oil from being picked 
up by tires and feet, and gives a 
much better road surface. Chief 
of Police Hantz and Teamster 
Sherman have worked like 
Trojans all summer at this street 
work, and we now have the best 
streets of any town the size of 
Belle Fourche in the Black Hills 
region.

        75 years ago
   Belle Fourche Bee  
    October 6, 1949
 TRAIN OF CALVES, 

FRIST IN MEMORY, WAS 
SHIPPED OUT  One of the 
few, if not the only trainload 
exclusively of calves ever 
shipped from Belle Fourche 
was hauled out Tuesday follow-
ing the fifth annual calf sale at 
the local Livestock exchange. 
Consistently one of the top 
points of origin for livestock 
shipments on the Chicago and 
Northwestern railway system, 

Looking Back in Belle
Looking Back In Belle  -- These articles come from newpaper microfilm from the Belle 

Fourche Public library, using a new microfilm reader and printer.  The photographs are 
from the Tri-State Museum. 

      125 years ago
      Belle TIMES
      October 5, 1899
WASHINGTON WEL-

COME THE HERO OF 
MANILA Admiral Given a 
Splendid Reception at the 
National Capital

Oct. 4 – The homecoming of 
Admiral Dewey for henceforth 
the national capital is to be 
his home was the occasion of 
the greatest tribute ever paid 
by Washington to any indi-
vidual. The citizens had made 
every preparation to make the 
occasion worthy of their hero. 
Pennsylvania avenue was one 
mass of colored bunting along, 
the entire line of match from the 
station to the white house, and 
but few private citizens failed 
to make some display of color 
on their residences. Unique de-
signs in fairy lamps dotted the 
horizon; great searchlight threw 
broad beams of bright light 
across the blue sky of a clear 
October evening and the stately 
capital and other public build-
ings, which stood within the 
range of vision. Admiral Dewey 
and the president reviewed 
the throng of people from the 
prow of the white Olympia 
projecting from the center of the 
stated erected just south of the 
treasury building at the head of 
Pennsylvania avenue. 

It is learned from a reliable 
source that the South Dakota 
troops will come home over the 
Great Northern route and will 
go to Minneapolis on Thursday, 
October 12 and be reviewed 
with the Minnesota troops by 
President McKinley and party. 
The soldiers will Minneapolis 
Friday morning will scatter for 
the different points of enlist-
ment. 

WILL CARRY GRAIN 
TO SIOUX  Missouri River 
Steamer to Move South Dako-
ta’s Immense Crop

Chamberlain, S. D., Oct 4 – 
The steamer Capitola bas left 
this place for Running Water, 
where she will engage in the 
grain carrying business between 
that place and Sioux City for 
the balance of the season. As 
the crop was an immense one 
this season in the territory in 
which the steamer will oper-
ate, her owner, Commodore 
Sanford, expects to have a very 
busy season.

        100 years ago 
    Belle Fourche Bee  
     October 16, 1924
A DANGEROUS PRAC-

TICE  Vermillion, Oct. 13 , 
1924

A DANGEROUS PRAC-
TICE  Vermillion, Oct. 13 – 
Report has just been received 
at the office of the state oil 
inspector here from Inspector 
Runbeck who investigated 

Light & Medium
Towing & Recovery

John M. Tracy
605.641.5194
Fax 605.723.0067

Locations in Belle Fourche and Spearfish | Serving the Tri-State Area

24 HOUR
Jump Starts

Roadside Assistance
Lockouts

the Belle Fourche terminal 
Tuesday loaded 26 single and 5 
double-decked livestock cars, 
containing approximately 2,000 
of the 4,000 calves that were 
consigned to the sales ring here 
Monday.  Highest price paid 
at the Monday sale went to 
Charley Thompson of Camp 
Crook who got $32 a hundred 
for a 285-pound bull calf. Clif-
ford Bean of Albion sold one 
steer, weighing 375 pounds, for 
$31.25 a hundred for the sec-
ond-best price paid.  Tuesday’s 
sale of sheep and hogs brought 
a top price of $22.60 a hundred 
for 100 ewe lambs to James 
Courtney while the Albertson 
Brothers and A. J. Solon had 
82 and 260 lambs, respectively, 
that sold for $21.90.

Jail Gets A New Roof   The 
Butte county jail is this week 
getting a face lifting – or rather 
a roof lifting.  The jail house 
roof is being torn off and a new 
roof put on, as well as eaves 
around the roof. The work is 
being done by Whitaker and 
Mattson, Rapid City.

        50 years ago
    Belle Fourche Bee
     October 6, 1974
Hunters to Use New Tag 

System This Year  If you plan 
to hunt this fall there are two 
things you should know.  No.1 
– The state Game, Fish and 
Parks Department is using a 
new type transportation tag this 
fall.  No. 2 – There’s a little 
note on the tag that says: “Read 
Carefully as all requirements of 
this tag will be strictly enforce.” 
Conservation Office Harold 
Haivala hopes all hunters will 
pay attention to that warning. 
He says officers have instruc-
tions to follow the requirements 
of the tag to the letter. “We’ve 
become more and more lenient 
in recent years and the result 
has been less than satisfactory. 
Hunters have been taking more 
liberties every year,” he said. 
“We’re starting with a new type 
of tag this year and I hope ev-
eryone follows the instructions 
to the letter because we have 
no alternative but to make an 
arrest if instructions are not fol-
lowed,” he said. Haivila pointed 
out that all of the instruction are 
on the tag, which has an adhe-
sive backing. Once attached, 
the tag is there to stay and can’t 
be very readily removed and 
re-applied.  The instruction say:  
The tag must be signed by the 
licensee.  It must be dated by 
circling completely the month 
and day of the kill only on 
the face of this tag at the time 
the tag is signed. The backing 
material of the tag must then be 
removed from the tag and the 
tag wrapped around one hind 
leg.  The directions specify that 
the tag must be attached before 
the animal is “brought into any 
hunting camp, dwelling, farm-
yard, other place of abode of 
any kind, or before the animal 
is placed upon or in any vehicle 
of any kind.” 

Belle Bank Debits Show 
Small Gain  Bank debits 
in Belle Fourche showed 
a gain of only two percent 
during the month of August, 
it was disclosed this week in 
the monthly report from the 
Minneapolis Federal Reserve 
Bank.  August debits amounted 
to $17,413,000, a gain of 12% 
over the previous period, while 
the total for the last 12 months 
is $235,492,000, a gain of 18% 
over the previous period.

Wells Plumbing
 & Supplies 

605-892-2613•1700 5th Avenue
8-5 Monday-Friday

8-12 Saturday - Closed Sunday

Woodford Iowa 
yard hydrants

Winning Combination

(In stock) Model Y34 & Y12,000’ Rolls

Poly Pipe
1”, 1 1/4” 1 1/2”, & 2" in stock

Integrity Meats

Delivery Available
We can Meat your needs!

404 Industrial St Belle Fourche
(605) 892-6215



Wed. October 2, 2024Belle Fourche Beacon B-4

216 Main St.
Bu�alo, SD 57720

605-375-3322

www.bu�alohardwarestore.com

Shaine’s
Riddle of the Week:

Answer: Baseball!

M-F 7:30am-6pm • Saturday 8am-5pm 
Closed Sunday

facebook.com/bu�alohardwarestore

Follow us on Facebook
for biweekly auctions!

Name the only sport in which the ball 
is always in posession of the team on 
defense, and the offensive team can 

score without touching the ball? 

B-4

10979 US Highway 85 Belle Fourche (605) 892-2503

Start of Fall Means
 beginning of Hunting Seasons

Prime Rib every Friday &
Saturday ready at 5:00!

Daily Drink Specials

Coldest beer in town

Full bar and wine list

High quality beef and 
chicken
Full service catering
Restaurant with seating 
for 110
Event equipment rental

2111 5th Ave Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-2120

Phil Kissack
Registered Representative

Rick Vallery

Sports Injury and Rehab  |  Foot Levelers Custom Orthitics
DOT Physicals  |  Sports and Work Physicals

Most Insurance Accepted

(605) 892-4845  |  (800) 467-4845
1515 5th Ave. Suite 101  Belle Fourche, SD 57717 

Doug Larson, DC  |  Jade Larson, DC
Rebecca Gervais-Larson, DC

              • Total Spine & Joint Health 
                      • Foot Levelers Custom Orthitics
                                     • DOT Physicals 
                                           • Sports and Work Physicals
  • Most Insurance Accepted •

Doug Larson,DC •••• Cory Whalen,DC 

WESTWEST
tire & alignment

“Your Safety is Our Business”

601 Butte St.
Belle Fourche,
SD 57717

605-892-2001
1-800-824-5183

MAKE YOUR SAME-DAY APPOINTMENT BY CALLING 605-717-8595.

For symptoms of stroke, heart attack, or sepsis such as one-sided weakness, numbness, difficulty speaking, 
chest pain, severe shortness of breath, fever with weakness and/or altered mental status, go to the ER.

When should I schedule a 
same-day appointment?*
• For acute illnesses like sore throat, 

cough or fever.

• Injuries such as mild sprains, strains, 
minor fractures and cuts.

• New or worsening skin conditions.

• Deteriorating or changing existing 
health concerns.

*Examples only, does not represent full extent of 
same-day appointment care.

1634042_0924

  BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2024  

TO BETTER SERVE YOU, 
SPEARFISH URGENT CARE 
SERVICES IS CHANGING 
TO SAME DAY 
APPOINTMENTS.

This will allow for:

• Shorter wait time

• More time to meet 
with your provider

• Ability to plan 
around your 
schedule

605-723-5952

OLD HICKORY SHEDS
19060 US HWY 85

BELLE FOURCHE, SD

PINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLC

CLOSED TUESDAYS

Leaves are turning
October is here!  

Winter not far behind 

Many Styles to Chose Fr�

Needing someplace
to put things inside? 
up to 20 % o�!



Contd. C6 Hunt

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com
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WWIA 2nd Annual Rocky Point Archery Antelope Hunt Was A Success

Crystal Masek and Brad Nelson were the hosts 
for the WWIA 2nd Annual Rocky Point Recreation-
al Area Archery Antelope Hunt.. Longbrake photo

BELLE FOURCHE—It is 
said that out of adversity comes 
strength and courage; if that is 
true, then there are no stronger 
individuals with more courage 
than the four Purple Heart recip-
ients who took part in this year’s 
WWIA 2nd Annual Rocky Point 
Recreational Area Archery Ante-
lope Hunt, September 18 to 23.

Tony Smith of North Carolina, 
Jeremy Smith of Burke SD, John 
Flener of Georgia, and Jason Pool 
of Alabama made their way to 
the Black Hills of South Dakota 
to take part in a bow hunt put on 
by Wounded Warriors in Action 
Foundation, Inc. “It was phenom-
enal,” said Jeremy Smith. 

All four participants filled their 
tags. Last year, only one hunter 
out of four filled his tag. 

“And we really killed five, 
because Crystal also killed one, 
and she is also a purple heart 
recipient,” said Jeremy. “It’s a 
very difficult task to accomplish, 
and they did not expect all of us 
to get an antelope. This is not like 
the standard for archery antelope 
hunting, last year there was only 
one. This year we got four for 
four.”

The men got to take advantage 
of all that the area had to offer, 
from walleye fishing to grouse 
hunting. “I mean, we had a great 
time, it was just very relaxed. 
If we wanted to take a nap, we 
could come back and take a nap. 
It was just peaceful, you know,” 
said Jeremy.

Founded in 2007, the mission 
of the WWIA is to serve our 
nation’s combat-wounded Purple 
Heart recipients by providing 
all expense-paid, world-class 
outdoor sporting activities as a 
means to recognize and honor 
their sacrifice, encourage inde-
pendence and connections with 

communities, and promote 
healing and wellness through 
camaraderie and a shared 
passion for the outdoors. 

“So they have these all 
across the country for fishing, 
or hunting deer, antelope, and 
game birds. The foundation 
hosts almost 50 events a year 
in 34 states, sometimes in 
three countries,” said Jeremy. 
“They serve over 200 heroes 
a year.”

All of the fundraising and 
planning is done by local com-
munity members. This year’s 
hosts were Crystal Masek 
and Brad Nelson. “Crystal is 
also a wounded warrior, so 
we definitely appreciate her 
service and and the rest of our 
warriors, for sure, but she’s 
also the host of this, she’s the 
main organizer too, and Brad 
Nelson. They’ve collaborated 
and made something pretty 
wonderful,” said Jay Leasure, 
Bureau of Reclamation. “The 
people that volunteered or do-

“Serving the tri-State area Since 1935”

“The Cattlemen’s Market - Where buyers & sellers come together with confidence!”

P.O Box 126 • Belle Fourche,  SD 57717 • www.bellefourchelivestock.com

Toll Free: 800-894-8684

Office: 605-892-2655

Fax: 605-892-3142

BAXTER & SKYLER ANDERS

 – OWNERS – 

605-685-4862

OFFICE - 605-892-2655

JADE HARPER
Auctioneer: 605-515-0337

COLLIN GIBBS 
Auctioneer: 406-939-0645

DAN PIROUTEK
Market Rep: 605-544-3316 

SHANE MOKE - 605-641-7961

TYLER GAER - 605-222-9513

JOHN HENERY BEARDSLEY -  

406-853-4938

BRETT LOUGHLIN - 605-210-0615

MIKE GREENOUGH - 307-620-2597

BEN GREENOUGH - 307-620-5553

FIELDMEN

BOB ANDERSON - 605-641-1042 

SCOTT ANDERSON - 406-351-1844

RILEY LESH - 406-697-0573

TREVOR GARMAN - 605-892-5972

UPCOMING SALE SCHEDULE
October 3, 2024............... SPRING CALF & YRL SPECIAL & WEIGH-UPS / ALL  
.......................................... CLASSES @ 10 AM MT
October 10, 2024 ............ SPRING CALF & YRL SPECIAL / ALL CLASSES @  
.......................................... 10 AM MT
October 11, 2024 ............ WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH UPS @ 10 AM MT
October 17, 2024 ............ SPRING CALF & YRL SPECIAL / ALL CLASSES @  
.......................................... 10 AM MT
October 18, 2024 ............ WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH UPS @ 10 AM MT
October 24, 2024 ............ SPRING CALF & YRL SPECIAL / ALL CLASSES @  
.......................................... 10 AM MT
October 25, 2024 ............ WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH UPS @ 10 AM MT
October 31, 2024 ............ SPRING CALF & YRL SPECIAL / ALL CLASSES @  
.......................................... 10 AM MT
November 1, 2024 .......... BRED CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH UPS  
.......................................... @ 10 AM MT, BREDS @ 12 MT
November 7, 2024 .......... FEEDER CATTLE SPECIAL – FEEDERS @ 10 MT

November 8, 2024 .......... WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH UPS @ 10 AM MT
November 14, 2024 ........ FEEDER CATTLE SPECIAL – FEEDERS @ 10 MT
November 15, 2024 ........ WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH UPS @ 10 AM MT
November 21, 2024 ........ FEEDER CATTLE SPECIAL – FEEDERS @ 10 MT
November 22, 2024 ........ WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH UPS @ 10 AM MT
November 25, 2024 ........ BRED CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH UPS  
.......................................... @ 10 AM MT, BREDS @ 12 MT
December 5, 2024 .......... FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH  
.......................................... UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT
December 12, 2024 ........ FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH  
.......................................... UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT
December 19, 2024 ........ FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH  
.......................................... UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT
December 20, 2024 ........ STOCK COW & BRED HFR SPECIAL – ALL CLASSES  
.......................................... @ 10 AM MT

Market Report - Thursday, September 19, 2024
THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS!

RECEIVING STATIONS

Broadus, MT 
Rod Schaffer  
406-672-5546

Lodge Grass, MT 
Justin Hecker  
307-752-3718

Ekalaka, MT 
Riley Lesh 

406-697-0573 
Brett Loughlin 
605-210-0615

Forsyth, MT 
Scott Anderson  
406-351-1844

Jordan, MT 
Jason Bollinger  
406-690-8344

Wyoming 
Mike Greenough  

307-620-2597

High Plains Commodities Offices
Belle Fourche Livestock Market, LLC.

Stop in or Call 1-800-888-1432
Kim Kling - Kem Kjerstad

YEARLINGS .......................................HD ..... DESC .................................WT ..........BID .................  $/HEAD 
Rauth Ranch Inc, Alva WY .................60 ...... Blk/Bwf-Yrlng Str ................946 ........236.50 ............. $2,236.30 
..............................................................60 ...... Blk/Bwf-Yrlng Str ................954 ........236.50 ............. $2,256.01 
..............................................................76 ...... Blk/Bwf-Yrlng Str ................817 ........260.00 ............. $2,125.32 
..............................................................17 ...... Red/Rwf-Yrlng Str ..............861 ........240.50 ............. $2,070.42 
6 Creek Farms, Ekalaka MT ...............103 .... Black-Yrlg Hfr  ....................915 ........226.50 ............. $2,072.14 
Leroy Schallenberger, Ekalaka MT ....49 ...... Blk/Bwf-Yrlg Hfr Op ...........828 ........227.50 ............. $1,882.91 
S&W Livestock Llc, Arvada WY ..........18 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr  ....................946 ........220.00 ............. $2,080.22 
Cliff Or Cheyenne Conry,  
Belle Fourche SD ................................18 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr Spay ...........917 ........224.50 ............. $2,058.54 
Howard & Diana White, Upton WY ....69 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr  ....................751 ........243.50 ............. $1,828.36 
Mary Beth White, Ranchester WY .....13 ...... Blk/Bwf-Yrlg Hfr Op ...........836 ........224.50 ............. $1,876.30 
Ellen Reddick Trust, St Onge SD .......10 ...... Herf-Yrlg Hfr .......................999 ........195.50 ............. $1,952.06 
David A Or Denise K Wagner,  
Hulett WY .............................................10 ...... Rd/Blk-Yrlng Str  N ............769 ........245.50 ............. $1,886.66 
..............................................................7 ........ Rd/Blk-Yrlng Str  N ............860 ........228.00 ............. $1,960.80 
..............................................................10 ...... Red/Rwf-Yrlg Hfr Sp ..........715 ........227.00 ............. $1,621.91 
Sams Livestock, Weston WY .............20 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr .....................805 ........236.50 ............. $1,902.64 
Daniel Bird, Olive MT ..........................23 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr  ....................761 ........240.75 ............. $1,831.79 
..............................................................38 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr  ....................664 ........256.00 ............. $1,699.03 
Burdick Ranch, Baker MT ...................38 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr  ....................889 ........230.00 ............. $2,045.48 
Cole & Lindsey Cook, Forsyth MT ......25 ...... Blk/Bwf-Yrlg Hfr Op ...........888 ........229.75 ............. $2,040.63 
Mark Miller, Bloomfield Ne ..................47 ...... Blk/Bwf-Yrlg Hfr Sp ............896 ........221.00 ............. $1,979.83 
Ivn Cattle Co Llc, Newcastle WY ........25 ...... Blk/Bwf-Yrlg Hfr Bv ............721 ........249.00 ............. $1,795.78 
Johnson Sheep & Cattle Ll,  
Belle Fourche S ...................................10 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr  ....................815 ........226.00 ............. $1,841.90 
Doolittle Wagner Ranch Ll,  
Belle Fourche S ...................................12 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr  ....................937 ........225.00 ............. $2,107.50 
Kurt Collins, Broadus MT ....................9 ........ Black-Yrlg Hfr  ....................928 ........224.50 ............. $2,084.10 
Labree’s Red Hill Ranch L,  
Ekalaka MT ..........................................8 ........ Black-Yrlg Hfr .....................879 ........229.50 ............. $2,018.16 
Wayne Mcpherson, Sturgis SD ..........28 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr  ....................893 ........228.50 ............. $2,040.99 
Duke Buffington, Hermosa SD ...........13 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr  ....................815 ........229.00 ............. $1,865.46 
Mt Frye Ranch Llc, Ekalaka MT .........11 ....... Black-Yrlng Str ...................785 ........254.50 ............. $1,997.82 
Hamilton Inc, Osage WY.....................17 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr .....................883 ........222.00 ............. $1,960.78 
Mecaha Cattle Co, Belle Fourche SD 12 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr  ....................919 ........224.00 ............. $2,058.00 
Collins Ranch Llc, Biddle MT ..............16 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr  ....................931 ........222.50 ............. $2,071.33 
Dave Frohman, Vale SD .....................6 ........ Blk/Bwf-Yrlng Str ................823 ........240.00 ............. $1,974.00 
CALVES ...............................................................................................................................................................
Jae & Suzanne Notti, Otter MT ...........23 ...... Black-Str  ............................480 ........305.00 ............. $1,462.67 
..............................................................17 ...... Black-Hfr  ...........................455 ........293.00 ............. $1,332.28 
Justin Yates, Hammond MT ................29 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str  ........................545 ........277.00 ............. $1,508.69 
..............................................................13 ...... Rd/Blk-Str  ..........................440 ........337.50 ............. $1,486.29 
..............................................................22 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr  ........................470 ........282.50 ............. $1,326.46 
..............................................................9 ........ Blk/Bwf-Hfr  ........................362 ........305.00 ............. $1,104.77 
Ellen Reddick Trust, St Onge SD .......10 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str .........................550 ........269.00 ............. $1,479.50 
..............................................................13 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr  ........................500 ........255.00 ............. $1,274.01 
Barb Or Byron Davis,  
Belle Fourche SD ................................5 ........ Red-Str  ..............................589 ........225.00 ............. $1,325.25 
BRED COWS .......................................................................................................................................................
Jae & Suzanne Notti, Otter MT ...........40 ...... Blk/Bwf-Brd Cow  Sm .......1276 ............- .................. $1,925.00 
WEIGH-UPS .........................................................................................................................................................
Nate Frederickson, Spearfish SD .......4 ........ Black-Cow .........................1365 .......133.00 ............. $1,815.45 

FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL

SEPTEMBER 26, 2024
WEIGH UPS @ 10 AM MT | FEEDERS @ 12 MT

YEARLINGS
SNOOK LAND & 
LIVESTOCK-WY

200 MOSTLY BLK STRS/
SPAYED HFRS, 750-850#

STRS - NI, HR / HFRS 
- TESTED OPEN, HR

KLING RANCH-SD
75 BLK/FEW RED STRS

850-900#
ONDRIEZEK & FLIGGE-WY

60 BLK SPAYED HFRS
900-950#, TESTED OPEN, HR

ENNEN/ANSTINE -SD
35 BLK OPEN HFRS

800-850#

RANDY ARPAN-MT
21 BLK SPAYED HFRS

925-850#
CALVES

B&L BETZ CATTLE 
COMPANY-WY

200 BLK CLVS
475-525#, BT SHOTS

**ATTENTION ON-LINE BUYERS**
ON-LINE BUYERS REGISTRATION MUST BE COMPLETED BY 

WEDNESDAY NOON PRIOR TO SALE DAY.

..............................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1665 .......129.00 ............. $2,147.85 
Ross Potter, Spearfish SD ..................1 ........ Rwf-Cow ...........................1225 .......149.00 ............. $1,825.25 
Ivn Cattle Co Llc, Newcastle WY ........1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1655 .......133.00 ............. $2,201.15 
Charlie Hensley, Rozet WY ................1 ........ Herf-Cow ...........................1500 .......131.00 ............. $1,965.00 
Ross Potter, Spearfish SD ..................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1240 .......131.00 ............. $1,624.40 
..............................................................1 ........ Herf-Cow ...........................1595 .......129.00 ............. $2,057.55 
Nate Frederickson, Spearfish SD .......1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1530 .......123.00 ............. $1,881.90 
..............................................................3 ........ Herf-Cow ...........................1462 .......130.00 ............. $1,900.16 
..............................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1425 .......110.00 ............. $1,567.50 
Ellen Reddick Trust, St Onge SD .......16 ...... Herf-Cow   .........................1465 .......132.00 ............. $1,933.38 
BULLS ..................................................................................................................................................................
Dallas J & Anna Burch, Oshoto WY ...2 ........ Black-Bull Drug Fre ..........2100 .......150.50 ............. $3,160.50 
Harold & Rebecca Burch,  
Oshoto WY ..........................................1 ........ Black-Bull Drug Fre ..........2275 .......152.00 ............. $3,458.00 
..............................................................1 ........ Black-Bull Drug Fre ..........2610 .......155.00 ............. $4,045.50 
..............................................................1 ........ Black-Bull Drug Fre ..........2085 .......167.00 ............. $3,481.95 
Tarver Heart X Rch, Gillette WY .........1 ........ Herf-Bull Drug Free ..........2040 .......147.00 ............. $2,998.80 
Monte Joe Miller, Sundance WY ........1 ........ Black-Bull ..........................2075 .......142.50 ............. $2,956.87 
Marvin Smith, Sturgis SD ....................1 ........ Black-Bull Drug Fre ..........1930 .......165.00 ............. $3,184.50 
Owen Rumph, Biddle MT....................1 ........ Black-Bull ..........................2110 .......155.00 ............. $3,270.50 
Doyle Or Lorie Dejong, Box Elder SD 1 ........ Black-Bull Drug Fre ..........1770 .......170.00 ............. $3,009.00 
..............................................................1 ........ Bwf-Bull Drug Free ...........1725 .......162.50 ............. $2,803.12 
Tyler Gaer, Mud Butte SD ...................1 ........ Char-Bull Drug Free .........1825 .......167.00 ............. $3,047.75 
Jack Or Cindy Orwick, Newell SD ......2 ........ Char-Bull Drug Free .........1943 .......147.50 ............. $2,865.18 

Volunteers, donors and Heroes gather for the Volunteer Supper at the Rocky Point Rec Area. Longbrake photo
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South Dakota woman’s 
podcasting and 

networking effort wins 
$1.2 million grant to 

help emerging female 
leaders statewide ex-
pand their leadership 

potential

Rebecca Blue (right) networks with Christina Christensen on Aug. 22, 2024, at Dakotafest 
in Mitchell, S.D. Christensen owns Kimball Livestock Exchange and Christensen Charolais 
Ranch. (Photo: Kristi Hine/ South Dakota News Watch)

  Kristi Hine

Rebecca Blue (left) shares information about a program to connect, engage and educate wom-
en in agriculture and conservation with Dakotafest Woman Farmer/Rancher of the Year nomi-
nee Kendra Olson on Aug. 22, 2024, at Dakotafest in Mitchell, S.D. (Photo: Kristi Hine/ South 
Dakota News Watch)

Empowering and connecting women in agriculture

Project team Rebecca Blue, Colette Kessler, Angela Ehlers & Darrel 
DuVall on Aug. 22, 2024, at Dakotafest in Mitchell, S.D. They are using a $1.2 
million grant to help women in agriculture grow their networks, expand their 
opportunities and build collaboration. (Photo: Kristi Hine/ South Dakota News 
Watch)

MITCHELL, S.D. – While 
reflecting on the need to build 
her own network within the 
South Dakota agriculture 
industry, Rebecca Blue began 
to wonder if other women in 
ag were encountering the same 
challenge.    

“I’m from South Dakota, 
I’m a woman in agriculture 
and I kept wondering what 
networking options are 
available to me and who are the 
women I can connect with,” 
said Blue, who has an extensive 
agriculture career that’s taken 
her from her hometown of 
Huron to Washington, D.C., and 
Argentina.

With an undergraduate degree 
in agronomy and a masters in 
soil sciences from South Dakota 
State University, Blue followed 
an opportunity to Washington 
where she continued her 
career in agriculture, trade and 
appropriations policy for eight 
years.    

Blue eventually was ready 
to return to South Dakota. She 
now divides her time between 
South Dakota and her husband’s 
native country, Argentina, while 
running her own agriculture 
consultancy, Blue Consulting. 

It was strange for me to 
work my whole life in ag, be 
from South Dakota and have 
no network here,” said Blue. 
“I worked in D.C. most of my 
career and didn’t have that in-
state network.”

As Blue began reaching 
out to South Dakota women 
about their networks, what 
she discovered was both eye-
opening and motivating.

“Many women I talked to 
didn’t have the network they 
wanted. When I shared the 
idea of creating a place to 
connect, learn and collaborate, 
it immediately resonated with 
them and energized me to take 
it to the next level and form 
something meaningful,” she 
recalled.

With limited resources and 
a passion for moving her idea 
into something tangible, Blue 
used her personal savings 
to start a podcast, “The Best 
Job In South Dakota,” now 
wrapping up its third season. 

“Podcasting is so great — it 
enabled me to do something 
I was passionate about with 
startup money out of my own 
pocket,” she shared. “I’ll admit, 
I’m one of those good ole South 
Dakota people who like to save 
for a rainy day, which gave 
me the opportunity. Plus I am 
fortunate to have the support of 
my husband, who said, ‘Go for 
this.’” 

Launched in March 2023, 
“The Best Job In South 
Dakota” features women across 
the state who are making a 
difference in their communities 
through agriculture and related 
fields. Through the power of 
storytelling, Blue and co-host 
Chris Church aim to highlight 
the vital role women play while 
educating listeners about the 
importance of agriculture both 
on and off farms and ranches. 

The podcast illustrates the 
impact of agriculture on all 
people, no matter where they 
live, to help ensure agriculture’s 
strength in the economy well 
into the future. 

As she met and interviewed 
more women for the podcast, 
she found a kindred spirit 
in each of her guests and a 
resounding need for resources 
to help women in agriculture 
connect and grow their 
networks. 

“I went out on my own and 
realized I was not alone. There 
were all these women going 
through the same thing. The 
podcast opened my eyes to the 
need for women to hear the 
stories of other women,” she 
said. “Women in agriculture 
have been a pivotal part of my 
own career. They expose you 
to leadership and opportunities, 
helping you get to these new 
avenues you maybe didn’t see 
yourself getting to.”

Access to funding through 
networking  

Through the podcast, Blue 

continued to grow her network. 
Then one of her guests in 
Season 1, Rachel Lawton, 
served as what Blue calls “the 
spark” to take her ideas to the 
next level. Lawton is a Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) urban conservationist 
for the South Dakota Soil 
Health Coalition. 

“That’s when the bigger 
program started to develop,” 
recounts Blue. “Networking 
at its best — that interview 
with Rachel led me to have 
conversations with other people 
at NRCS and they said, ‘Hey 
we think we might know of a 
funding opportunity.’”

In addition to NRCS, Angela 
Ehlers, executive director of 
the South Dakota Association 
of Conservation Districts 
(SDACD) was brought into the 
fold. 

“I’ve always felt we’ve 
been wasting half the human 
potential,” said Ehlers. 
“Personally, I’ve always been 
a big supporter of women in 
leadership.” 

In her position, Ehlers works 
closely with the state’s 68 
conservation districts. During 
her 35 years with SDACD, 
she’s played an integral 
role forming new coalitions 
including the South Dakota 
Agricultural Land Trust, the 
Grasslands Coalition and the 
Soil Health Coalition. In 2021, 
she won the prestigious Spirit 
of Dakota Award.

Ehlers explained that she and 
Colette Kessler, assistant state 
conservationist for partnerships 
at NRCS, were having a 
conversation about what they 
could bring to the table. 

“USDA had some increased 
funding for reaching out to 
underserved or unserved 
populations. As we were 
brainstorming, we came up 
with the idea we could apply 
to provide network assistance 
for emerging female leaders to 
expand leadership potential in 
South Dakota,” Ehlers shared. 

Ehlers points to the low 
percentage of female board 
member and supervisor 
representation within local 
conservation districts as an 
example. Women represent just 
10-15%.

Ehlers advised Blue that 
SDACD and the Jones County 
Conservation District wanted 
to apply to fund a project 
that would support increased 
engagement of women in 
agriculture and conservation 
through networking and 
educating.

“I originally thought of 
starting a mentoring program, 
but as my objective became 
clearer, the project focus 
shifted,” Blue said. “I want to 
develop a program that helps 
women be seen, exposes them 
to leadership opportunities and 
creates a safe space to share 
ideas and connect. I finally 
realized that’s not mentoring, 
that’s a networking program. 
We had a brainstorming session 
and I went ahead and wrote up 
a proposal.”  

Having managed NRCS 
grants throughout her 
career, Ehlers looked at the 
South Dakota Conservation 
Collaboration Cooperative 
Agreement, identifying what 
parts of Blue’s program fit 
within the agreement.

“Rebecca brought a wealth of 
experience. She’s been out there 
interviewing women across the 
state and ruminating on what 
they’re saying, what their needs 
are,” Ehlers shared. “The point 
of this project is to connect, and 
it starts at the local level with 
people.”

Significant award granted
In June, a Conservation 

Collaboration Cooperative 
Agreement in the amount 
of $1,173,682 was signed 
by NRCS, the Jones County 
Conservation District and the 
South Dakota Association of 
Conservation Districts. The 
project team, led by Blue, 
includes Ehlers, Kessler and 
Darrel DuVall, state outreach 

coordinator for NRCS. 
Work is underway to develop 

and implement a program to 
connect, engage and educate 
women in agriculture and 
conservation, empowering them 
to grow their networks, expand 
their opportunities and build 
collaboration. 

The underlying belief driving 
the project is that women play 
an integral role in shaping 
the future of agriculture and 
conservation. Until now, 
women-specific data has been 
murky due to a lack of clear 
metrics.

“When I came into this 
position several years ago, I did 
an analysis on where we are 
with the different groups we 
service. As I went through that 
process and pulled out women 
and women-owned entities, 
there appeared to be a gap of 
direct financial assistance with 
women and women-owned 
entities based on census data,” 
said DuVall. “I came back to 
NRCS leadership and said the 
metrics don’t show we are 
doing well with women. One, 
we either need better metrics 
or, two, we need to put an 
emphasis on reaching out to 
women operators.”

The metrics DuVall refers 
to indicate that according to 

USDA National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS) Ag 
Census data, 31% of producers 
in South Dakota are female. 
He explained that South 
Dakota NRCS does not have 
a good baseline to show if the 
agency is meeting the needs of 
women operators/producers in 
agriculture.

“We want to make certain 
all our programs and services 
are available to all — large 
and small, urban and rural, 
male and female — so we 
are putting forth the effort to 
identify barriers and make 
adjustments as needed,” he 
shared. “The project will also 
help NRCS gather solid data 
to clarify if there is indeed a 
gap connecting with women 
decision makers when it comes 
to land stewardship as well as 
providing a support system.”

Statewide networking hubs 
enable in-person contact 

The proposal includes the 
formation of hubs staffed by 
managers in six regions across 
the state, within the vicinities of 
Sioux Falls, Brookings, Huron, 
Eagle Butte, White River and 
Spearfish. 

“We went with hubs because 
we knew that none of us can be 
everywhere all the time. Plus 
it’s an effective model to build 

local connections. Distance is an 
issue in our state,” Ehlers said. 
“Someone from Spink County 
might have a great idea that one 
in Clark or Brown County also 
has. The internet is a valuable 
tool, but sometimes you need 
person-to-person contact. 
Through these hubs, the idea 
is to bring women interested in 
career building, networking and 
education together.”

DuVall said that although this 
is a statewide project, the local 
aspect within each hub vicinity 
is vital to the program’s success.  

“With touchdown points at 
each hub, they will be able 
to make a lot of decisions 
locally,” said DuVall. “What is 
interesting and very unique is 
the local advisory committee 
and the local hubs. It’s not 
top-down with the grantors 
saying, ‘This is how it’s going 
to be done.’ It’s the grantors 
coming alongside those that 
are passionate about the project 
and having a local advisory 
committee. That’s because of 
Rebecca’s leadership designing 
the structure of this.” 

Blue said the team’s choice 
for each hub region was 
strategic: six is a manageable 
place to start and each vicinity 
has its own “flair.”  

“In Brookings you have 
young women, university 

        Kristi Hine
     sdnewswatch.org
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    Change is a funda-
mental driver of prog-
ress in any community. 
While the concept 
of change has been 
widely discussed, its 
critical role in com-
munity development is 
often underappreciated. While 
this column has many stats and 
figures, they al lead to the same 
conclusion, change or die!
    A study conducted by the 
U.S. Military Personnel Center 
in 2018 revealed a fascinating 
paradox: when asked about 
their experiences, service mem-
bers cited “constant change” 
as both their most liked and 
disliked aspect of military life. 
This dichotomy illustrates the 
complex relationship humans 
have with change – it is both 
invigorating and unsettling.
    Research consistently shows 
that communities resistant to 
change often face decline. A 
2020 study by the Urban Insti-
tute found that cities embracing 
innovation and adapting to new 
economic realities experienced 
an average GDP growth of 
3.2% annually, compared to 
just 0.8% for those maintaining 
status quo policies.
    There appears to be many 
attributes of effective change. 
Psychologist Lev Vygotsky’s 
concept of the “zone of proxi-
mal development” suggests that 
learning and growth occur when 
individuals are pushed slightly 
beyond their comfort zones. 
In community development, 
this translates to implementing 
changes that challenge existing 
norms while remaining within 
achievable limits.  
    A 2019 survey by the Na-
tional League of Cities found 
that 68% of local government 
leaders cited “fear of the un-
known” as a primary obstacle 
to implementing significant 
policy changes. However, the 
same study showed that cities 
overcoming this fear were 2.5 
times more likely to successful-
ly revitalize declining areas.
    Innovation researcher 
Brychan Thomas found that 
organizations treating failures 
as learning opportunities were 
37% more likely to achieve 
long-term success in change 
initiatives. This principle 
applies equally to community 
development projects.  Behav-
ioral economist Dan Ariely’s 
research demonstrates that 
people are more likely to accept 
incremental changes over time 
rather than sudden, large-scale 
shifts. Community leaders can 
leverage this by implementing 
a series of smaller changes to 
build change resilience.
    A 2021 study by the Brook-
ings Institution found that 
communities using data ana-
lytics in policy decisions saw a 
22% improvement in resource 
allocation efficiency and a 15% 
increase in citizen satisfaction.  
Research from the International 
Association for Public Partici-

“Building Main Street, not Wall Street”
The Paradox of Change!

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL
6th and Roundup · 892-2446

The Rev. Evelyn Weaver
The Rev. Sandy Williams, Priests Deacon Rev. 

Mike Weaver
Sunday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
2020 Vista St · 892-4767 

Dan Carlson, Pastor
Paul Howard, Pastor
Sunday Schedule:

Long Term Care Service 8:45 a.m.
Sunday School: All ages 9:30 a.m.

Fellowship Hour: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER 
DAY SAINTS
1105 Todd St. 

John Allred, Bishop
Sunday: 10 a.m. Sacrament Meeting

Sunday School:
1st & 3rd Sundays, 11 a.m.

Priesthood Meeting, Relief Society, Young Men 
and Young Women:

11 a.m. 2nd & 4th Sundays

Emmanuel Baptist
Meet at Americinn Conference room· 

Andy Anderson, Pastor
9am Sunday School 10am church

Men’s Bible Study 10am at the Senior Center
Women’s Bible Study Tuesday 9am. Call 

for location.
website: ebcbf.org

CONNECTION CHURCH (SBC)
613 Sixth ave., Belle Fourche

(605)-210-2150
Pastor Stephen Carson

Worship Pastor Ashton Rone
Sunday Worship: 8:45 or 10:15 am

FIRST BAPTIST
807 8th Ave. 892-4178

Pastor Tim Smith
Sunday: Sunday School - 9:15am

Morning Worship - 10:30am
Wednesday: Salt and Light Youth - Kindergar-

ten -12th grade 
5:00pm Soup & Sandwich

5:30pm - Salt and Light
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC

892-3402 • www.bfsoucc.org  -
717 Jackson St. Sunday:
9:35 a.m. Sunday School

10 a.m. Worship

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 Laurel St. Whitewood

(605)-920-1959
Reverand Jill Jennewein
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Adult & Teen Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday School

LANDMARK MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

(ABA) · 2.2 miles east on Hwy 34
723-1092

Sunday: 10 a.m. worship service

NEWELL CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

308 4th Street, Newell SD, 57760
605-456-2544

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00am
NORTHERN HILLS CHURCH OF 

CHRIST
5 miles south of Belle Fourche on 

Hwy 85 · 642-7167
Calvin Chapman - Int. Minister
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Bible Class 
10:30 a.m. Praise & Worship

Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Bible Class

NORTH POINT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

10959 Kellem Lane, Spearfish
Sunday Services: 9AM and 10:30AM

NISLAND INDEPENDENT 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
On Hwy 212 in Nisland

(605) 257-2356
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

Worship: 10:45 a.m.
RANGELAND MINISTRIES

CHURCH
Alzada, MT

Sunday: Worship: 10:00am 
Mark Leverington, Lay Pastor

BLACK HILLS GOSPEL 
ASSEMBLY

1/2 Mile east on Hwy 34 · 210-1374
Kenny Riley, pastor

Sunday:  1 p.m. 
Friday: 7:30 p.m.

SALVATION ARMY OF THE 
NORTHERN HILLS

120 Ryan Rd., Spearfish
605-642-0924

Envoys: Tim and Peggy North
Sunday: 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday School: 11 a.m. 
Worship Nursery available

Wednesday: 6:30 p.m., Learning and 
Discovery Study

ST. ONGE UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST

Sunday School and Worship at
8:30 a.m. • www.bfsoucc.org
PRAIRIE HOME CHURCH

1701 Hwy 212, Newell
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Worship: 11 a.m.
ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH

855 5th Ave. 
Father Kevin Achbach, Pastor

Father Francis Nsubuga, Assoc. 
PastorMass Times

Sunday Mass: 9:00 a.m.
Daily Mass:  Weds. & Thurs. 

12:15 p.m.
Confessions available one hour 

before all Masses                                                           

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN
1100 Stanley Street

Open for in-house worship
Sunday Worship 10:AM with coffee 

fellowship following the service.
 .Watch live-streamed services: www.

sjlcbellefourche.org
Wednesday at 5:55 PM during the 

school year. Watch our Sunday 
service live on Facebook.

SUMMIT OPEN BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP

Seventh and Summit
892-4630 or 892-4389

Pastor Rick and Diane Brennan
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship

Kidz Church Immediately Following
Wednesday: September - May 

6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study
Kidz Alive (Kindergarten - 6th Grade)

GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Sheri Fadley

1804 7th Ave. Belle Fourche 
605-892-2405

Worship: Sunday 10:30 am -FB Live
Sunday School 9:30 am
Small Groups & Studies 

schedule online at
www.bellefourchegmc.com

VALE COMMUNITY COUNTRY 
CHURCH

Pastor Darla Dunn
402 Rosander St. Vale SD 57788

Service Sunday: 10 a.m.
605-210-0512

SPEARFISH Adventist® CHURCH
290 W Highway 14

Pastor Darren Purdy and 
Pastor Marveen Gentillon

Join Us This Saturday
Morning Prayer:    9:00am
Sabbath School:   9:30am
Worship Service:  10:45am

Bible Study-Tuesday:  6:00pm

Red Water Church of Christ
Belle Fourche Rec Center

Sun: 9:30-12:30.
Contact: Nathan Thompson

605 569-3057
Sermons: fightintheshade

NEW COVENANT PCA
1120 North Fifth Street, Spearfi sh 
 642-1122 - Luke Bluhm, Pastor

Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship Service

Area Church Schedules

Spearfish United Church of Christ 
(Congregational)

920 N Main Street, Spearfish
Sunday Service 10 a.m. in person 

and on Facebook.
Pastor Randy Hedge

605-642-8253

RANDY’S TIRE & LUBE
420 5TH AVE. • BELLE FOURCHE, SD 57717

Sponsored by:

(605) 892-6331 www.randystireandlube.com

By Sandy Rhoden  September 24, 2024
   While we received 
another little dose of 
rain earlier last week, 
we are looking at a bit 
of a dry spell.  There 
was also quite a cool 
down over the week-

end so it looks like our warm, 
summer days are waning.  
   It was a nice enough day, 
though breezy, for the Sunday 
School Convention held at the 
Community Baptist Church 
of Union Center on Sunday. 
Churches attending were 
Prairie Bible Church, Prairie 
Home, White Owl, Opal and 
Union Center.  There were four 
different Sunday School classes 
that day with a different church 
providing a teacher for each 
of the classes.  Union Center 
Church earned the traveling tro-
phy for the highest percentage 
of Sunday School attendance.
    Larry and Sandy Rhoden at-
tended the memorial service for 
Dale Hammock last Thursday in 
Spearfish.  It was well attended 
as he lived out his last  years in 
Wisconsin near his son, Clay 
and his wife. Several friends 
shared memories of Dayle and 
spoke about his love of hunt-
ing, ranching and firearms. 
He was  highly respected as a 
public servant, his commitment 
to justice, his integrity, and 
strong faith in God.  He had 
meaningful conversations with 
special friends this last  year.  
He never complained about 

his circumstances in battling 
cancer.  He was a long time 
friend of Larry’s who spoke to 
Dayle periodically through the 
years and even more this past 
year.  Dayle was the one who 
first encouraged Larry Rhoden 
to run for office. In turn, Larry 
encouraged Dayle to apply for 
a legislative vacancy and Dayle 
was fortunate enough to have 
the opportunity to serve in 
the South Dakota Legislature. 
His conversations and shared 
wisdom will be missed by many.  
Flags were flown at half staff last 
week on the day of his memori-
al service.  
    For some it will be a busy 
week.  The annual Buffalo 
Round Up will take place this 
Friday morning in Custer State 
Park.  Some of the ladies in our 
area will be attending the South 
Dakota Federation of Republi-
can Women State Convention 
this next weekend. They will 
begin at the Diamond Spur near 
Hill City and end their conven-
tion on Sunday morning at Mt. 
Rushmore.
 On October 6 there will be a 
pot luck dinner after church 
services at the Church in Union 
Center. Following the pot luck 
there will be a Meet and Greet 
for the newest babies in the 
church. If one hasn’t seen these 
new citizens yet all are welcome 
to come to pot luck dinner or 
stop by around 1:00 to 2:00 pm.
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 Tie Creek got 
about a half 
inch of rain this 
week. That is a 
good amount in a 
drought summer 

like this. 
  Capitol got less in this storm, 
but they had regularly gotten 
more during previous rains, so 
it somewhat  evened out. 
Alvin and Marlee Cordell 
were glad to get a half-inch 
of rain, on Tuesday. They had 
bow hunters, this week, from 
Pennsylvania. They got two 
antelope,  two deer and a cow 
elk, before going home. On 
Thursday, Marlee went to the 
cross country meet at Custer 
to see Rhys Pearson run. Alvin 
joined her on Saturday, and they 
went to a reunion barn dance. 
A big hip-roofed barn had been 
decorated for the dance, and 
couples dressed in clothing 
from the 1970’s. 
   Invitations had been sent out 
to many people who were just 
turning seventy years old, and 
it was great to visit with those 
people again. The dance did not 
last late into the night, though. 
It seems seventy-year-olds go 
home earlier than they used to.
Dick and Erma Albert went to 
dental appointments in Belle 
Fourche on Tuesday, and also 
went to vote. 
  On Friday, they went to the 
Senior Citizen dinner, for pork 
chops. Not many were there, 
because of tailgate activities 
before the football game. They 
went to the Catholic Mass on 
Sunday, and had lunch at Sa-
loon Number Three.
Bruce and Lynn Gustafson 
made a trip to the Hills for 
shopping, on Wednesday. Bruce 
and Lynn went in to Camp 
Crook, on Saturday, to visit 
with Pete Anderson. The frost 
had visited before they got up 
on Sunday, so gardening season 
is over, except for digging up 
potatoes and carrots. They went 
to Little Missouri Lutheran for 
church.
Junior and Shirley Melum had 
gotten a frost, too. On Tuesday, 
they had made a trip to Spear-
fish for their six-month doctor’s 

Capitol News appointments. Their daughter, 
Bertha, had called for a visit.
Dorothy Padden spend a few 
days in Billings with her son, 
Brett’s, family. It was a special 
time, because her grandson, 
Easton Padden, was being hono-
red at Carroll College. He was 
inducted into the college Hall 
of Fame for his accomplish-
ments in track and field. Easton 
had been a three-time national 
champion in pole-vault, and on 
his fourth trip to the nationals, 
he was runner-up to the cham-
pion. That is quite a record. 
When Dorothy got back home, 
she spent time watching Har-
ding County sports on YouTube. 
She is thankful for the videos 
and computer with YouTube 
coverage of the games.
Ronda Cordell is not sorry to 
see this summer go. She is 
hoping for future spring rains, 
and waist high hay fields next 
year. She was up bright and 
early, on Monday, to meet the 
Carter Charter in Ekalaka, for 
a five-thirty ride to Billings for 
her oncologist appointment. 
Luckily she had left early, 
because she got a flat tire at 
the Burch Ranch turnoff. Her 
first two calls were unanswe-
red, and she didn’t know if her 
cell phone would have enough 
power. On the third call she 
got the sheriff’s number, and 
Jerry came out to rescue her. 
In Billings she had plenty of 
time to get to her appointment. 
It was a beautiful day, and she 
even got home in time for the 
five o’clock news. On Tuesday, 
Ronda visited Cheryl Burghduff 
and Reuben Balderez for coffee. 
She looked at some bales that 
they had gotten hauled in. At 
home she went in the barn to do 
chores. When she switched on 
the light it suddenly went black, 
and soon a high wind and rain 
came. Clint Zolnoski measured 
twenty-eight hundredths of an 
inch of rain. On Thursday, Ron-
da took a DNA sample to mail 
in Camp Crook and then went 
on to Buffalo for lunch. 
She went to take a peek at the 
garden on Sunday morning, 
to see if Jack Frost had come 
during the night.  Although her 
thermometer had read thirty-ni-
ne degrees at four-thirty, the 
squash, planted on the west 

and north edges, had gotten 
the top leaves slightly nipped. 
Nothing else showed any frost 
bite. Ronda went to Ekalaka 
for Ijkalaka Grocery Customer 
Appreciation, and visited with 
Diane Wear, Marion Kerr and 
many others. Ekalaka is always 
a good spot for a visit.
Karen Odell got some mowing 
done this week. The weeds got 
a boost after a nice rain. There 
was lots of lightening, and after 
the first shower, Karen could 
smell some smoke, but then 
another good rain came that 
must have put out any fires 
close by. The smoke had disap-
peared. Cooler weather moved 
in after the wonderful rain. 
On Wednesday, Karen spent 
some time reading at Wolffy’s 
in Camp Crook while Tyler 
changed the oil in her vehicle. 
It was nice to visit with a few 
people while she was there, and 
sit in by the cooler to read. On 
Friday evening, Karen got to 
watch grandson, Kellan, in the 
Mitchell-Watertown football 
game. She was watching on the 
computer, and the Watertown 
cameraman was very good. 
She got to save some good still 
pictures of the captains as they 
met on the field, Kellan being 
announced and running through 
the team, some of his tackles 
and other plays. Watertown 
is rated second in the state, 
but Mitchell was tougher than 
expected, and scored twice on 
them, even though they lost the 
game. 
Kellan is a defensive player, so 
he got lots of playing time. On 
Sunday, Chancey Odell came 
over for a visit, and put mirrors 
on Karen’s Honda, so now she 
can back up with less trepida-
tion. 
It’s ok to tell fish stories to peo-
ple who know you, but just be 
sure they don’t know the fish.

pation shows that projects 
with robust community 
engagement are 60% 
more likely to achieve 
their intended outcomes.
   A longitudinal study 
of 100 urban renewal 
projects by MIT’s De-

partment of Urban Studies and 
Planning revealed that those 
employing adaptive manage-
ment techniques were 45% 
more likely to meet or exceed 
their goals compared to static 
planning approaches.  Com-
munities that invest in change 
management training for local 
leaders and staff are 3.2 times 
more likely to successfully 
implement transformative 
initiatives, according to a 2022 
report by the Government Fi-
nance Officers Association.
     Cognitive psychologist 
Amos Tversky’s work on 
framing effects demonstrates 
how the presentation of change 
initiatives can significantly 
impact their acceptance. By 
framing changes in terms of 
potential gains rather than 
losses, community leaders can 
increase buy-in by up to 30%.  
A comprehensive analysis of 
500 U.S. cities by the Econom-
ic Innovation Group found that 
proactive communities – those 
initiating change before crises 
force their hand – experienced 
28% higher median household 
income growth and 18% lower 
unemployment rates over a 
10-year period compared to 
reactive communities.
    The evidence is clear: change 
is not just beneficial, but essen-
tial for community transforma-
tion. By embracing discomfort, 
confronting fears, learning from 
failures, and building change 
resilience, communities can 
position themselves for sustain-
able growth and improved qual-
ity of life for their residents.  
Effective change management 
requires a delicate balance 
of bold vision and measured 
implementation. It demands 
data-driven decision-making, 
stakeholder engagement, and 
adaptive techniques. It also t 
requires a shift from reactive to 
proactive governance.
    As communities face 
increasingly complex chal-
lenges – from economic shifts 
to climate change – the ability 
to implement effective change 
will be the defining factor 
between those that thrive and 
those that stagnate. The path of 
change may be uncomfortable 
and at times uncertain, but it is 
the only route to meaningful 
progress and lasting 
  John Newby is a nationally 
recognized Columnist, Speaker, 
& Publisher. He consults with 
Chambers, Communities, Busi-
ness & Media. As founder of 
Truly-Local, he assists cham-
bers, communities, media, and 
businesses in creating synergies 
that build vibrant communities. 
He can be reached at: John@
Truly-Local.org.



Jeremy Smith, Tony Smith and Crystal Masek with 
Tony’s Antelope. Part of the group and supporters at Rocky Point. Courtesy Photo
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Crystal Masek and Jeremy Smith with his Antelope.
Courtesy photo

Heroes receiving a proper hero’s welcome at the Rapid City Airport.Courtesy photo

The four Purple Heart Heroes that participated in the WWIA Archery Antelope Hunt from left: 
Tony Smith, NC, Jeremy Smith,SD, John Flener, GA and Jason Pool, AL. Longbrake photo

3 Arrows Outfitters received a picture in appreciation for the services they provided to the 
WWIA Archery Antelope Hunt Heroes. Longbrake photo
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605-499-9130        www.SoDakApplicating.com         Nisland, SD 

Proudly Uses & Sales: 

NOW is the best time to treat Gophers. 
 

We can apply for you or  
We have equipment  For Rent. 

 

Call today to save next years crop! 
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Happen
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nated to this thing, it’s been an 
awesome scenario, people coming 
together and collaborating in this 
community to make something 
like this happen.”
“The community gets together 
and gets tons of donations. 
    People come in and cook, land-
owners donate their land,” said 
Tony. “It’s not like big professional 
outfitters doing crazy Cabela’s 
type hunts, it’s very personal, 
heartfelt, local people saying 
thank you,” said Jeremy. “A lot of 
times it’s sportsmen saying thank 
you the way that they know how.”
    Tony Smith got the call in June 
asking him if he was interested in 
an antelope hunt and he jumped 
at the chance to participate.  “Hey, 
this hunt is available, is it some-
thing you want to do? As soon as 
she said antelope hunt I was like, 
YES! I don’t care when or where 
it is.”
   WWIA coordinates all of the 
arrangements, so the veterans 
don’t have to do anything.”The 
flight, the tags, putting us up in 
the cabin, I mean everything is all 
lined up,” said Tony.“Everything 
is at no cost to the hero,” added 
Jeremy. 

701-269-1611

CLIMATE
CONTROLLED 
RV/CAMPER
STORAGE
across from the

Visitor Center off HWY 85

AVAILABLE
NOW!

    Not only does the hunt help the 
local community in saying thank 
you to these American heroes, 
but also it allows the heroes 
themselves to heal. Tony shared, 
“I’ve been lucky enough this is the 
third Wounded Warrior in Action 
hunt that I’ve been on, and it’s the 
best therapy. 
   I’ve had other therapy—but 
there’s nothing better. It’s not 
really recovery, I don’t think, but 
it’s something that’s helped me. 
It’s nice to have something to look 
forward to, it’s easy to relax, and 
hang out with guys that have had 
similar situations.”
     Tony was stationed in Iraq and 
Afghanistan from 2006 to 2020. 
“I was in Iraq when I got wound-
ed, and it was supposed to be 
Operation New Dawn, we were 
done with combat operations, but 
nobody told the bad guys. I got 
hit by a Russian kinetic grenade 
in my vehicle,” explained Tony. 
“It exploded right behind me and 
knocked me out, TBI, and then a 
couple guys in the back got shrap-
nel and the overpressure sucked 
the bulletproof glass inside. So 
guys got shrapnel from that, but 
could have been worse.”
    All four Purple Heart heroes 

were stationed overseas when 
they were injured and shared 
their personal journeys that lead 
them to receiving the medal. They 
are truly American heroes.
    “If communities like this don’t 
come together, this doesn’t hap-
pen, so it’s really important that 
communities stand together, sup-
port each other and then support 
these heroes and these events,” 
said Jeremy.  
   A very special thank you goes 
out to: 
Leigh Kamstra
High Plains Anglers
Center of the Nation Sportsmen’s 
Club
Butte County 4-H shooting Sports
Wild Walleye Outfitters
3 Arrows Outfitters
Forest Cain 
    Local Donations from:
Lynn’s Dakota Mart
Lueders food Center
Butcher Block
Runnings
Cabela’s
Walmart
Anke’s Bakery
Bureau of Reclamation and SD 
Game, Fish and Parks
Numerous landowners and 
volunteers
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Nathan Sanderson (right), executive director of the South 
Dakota Retailers Association, speaks against Initiated Mea-
sure 28 as Sioux Falls Mayor Paul TenHaken looks on during 
a press conference July 9, 2024 at the downtown library in 
Sioux Falls, S.D. (Photo: Argus Leader)

Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt poses with supporters on Feb. 27, 2024, in Oklahoma City after signing a 
bill to eliminate the state’s 4.5% sales tax on groceries. (Photo: Courtesy of Oklahoma Governor’s Office)

Gov. Kristi Noem meets with members of the media at Sun-
shine Foods in Sioux Falls, S.D., on Oct. 12, 2022, to discuss a 
repeal of the food tax. Her bill stalled in the Legislature, but 

Initiated Measure 28 would repeal the tax if approved by 
voters on the November ballot. (Photo: Argus Leader)
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Q&A: South Dakota’s food tax repeal 
     Stu Whitney
.www.sdnewswatch.org
Sophie Stoffers carried 

groceries to her car in a Sioux 
Falls Hy-Vee parking lot and 
pondered a question from a 
reporter.

Would Initiated Measure 28, 
an effort on the Nov. 5 ballot to 
eliminate South Dakota’s sales 
tax on food, make life better for 
her?

“I’m always a fan of saving 
money,” said Stoffers, 24, who 
recently moved to Sioux Falls 
and works as an assistant athlet-
ic trainer at Augustana Univer-
sity. “But I don’t know much 
about (the measure). I need to 
hear the pros and cons before 
voting.”

According to U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture data, an 
average family of four in South 
Dakota spends about $1,200 
a month on food purchased at 
a store and prepared at home. 
Eliminating the 4.2% tax on 
food would save that household 
$50.40 a month, or about $600 
a year.

Stoffers and her boyfriend 
have noticed grocery bills 
ticking upward. She’ll glance 
at the receipt on the way out of 
the store and try to cut back on 
nonessential items.

But that’s a long way from 
breaking down the ramifications 
of a sales tax cut on consum-
ables, especially with differing 
viewpoints of what IM 28 will 
do.

Opponents pounced on 
the wording of the measure 
as broader than just groceries. 
They said it could cause a 
budget crunch by preventing the 
state from collecting sales tax 
on “consumable” items such as 
tobacco, toothpaste and toilet 
paper.

Estimates for the loss of 
state revenue range from $124 
million to $646 million annu-
ally.

From a consumer perspec-
tive, national data shows that 
while the rate of inflation on 
food has softened, the price of 
grocery staples such as beef and 
eggs increased by 3.2% over the 
past year.

“This is the right thing 
to do,” said Rick Weiland, 
co-founder of Dakotans for 
Health, the petition-gathering 
group whose tax repeal effort 
was certified for the ballot with 
22,315 signatures.

Assessing that statement 
means wading through a 
litany of factors, from legal 
language and tax policy to the 

ongoing conflict between a 
Republican-led Legislature and 
progressive groups that pursue 
policy change through citizen 
initiatives.

Here are the most pressing 
questions surrounding IM 28 as 

Rick Weiland, co-founder of Dakotans for Health, talks 
to supporters at a press conference May 1, 2024, at the 
downtown library in Sioux Falls, S.D. The group’s grocery tax 
repeal effort was certified for the ballot with 22,315 signatures. 
(Photo: Stu Whitney / South Dakota News Watch)

the November vote approaches:
What’s the argument for 
grocery tax repeal?

Supporters call the measure 
a long-overdue effort to take 
the tax burden off low-income 
families and individuals. South 
Dakota and Mississippi are the 
only states that fully tax food 
without offering credits or 
rebates.

The basic premise for 
eliminating the grocery tax is 
to make it easier for people to 
put food on the table within the 
constraints of their household 
budget.

“The tax is quite regres-
sive,” Anna Phillips, an analyst 
at the Center on Budget and 
Policy Priorities in Washington, 
told News Watch. “If you look 
at the percentage of household 
income spent on groceries, 
low-income earners spend 
roughly double the percentage 
of their income that high-in-
come earners do on groceries. 
So this is going to make more 
of a meaningful difference 
to families who are currently 
struggling to get by.”

Feeding South Dakota, the 
state’s largest hunger relief 
organization, estimates that 
about 106,000 people in South 
Dakota, more than 11%, are 
food insecure, which means 
they lack reliable access to 
enough affordable, nutritious 
food. Of that number, 1 out of 6 
are children.

Has grocery tax repeal 
been tried before?

South Dakota’s grocery tax 
has been a target of legislative 
reform for decades, mostly by 
Democrats.

In 2004, the South Dakota 
Democratic Party gathered 
enough signatures to put a state 
food tax repeal on the ballot 
after legislative attempts to 
eliminate the tax fell short.

Opponents of the effort, 
including then-Gov. Mike 
Rounds, warned that passing 
the repeal would likely reduce 
the amount of state aid avail-
able for schools and health 
care.

Voters responded to that 
message and rejected the 
measure by a margin of 68% 
to 32%. Later attempts by state 
legislators to lower the tax on 
food or exempt groceries from 
the general sales tax rate also 
failed.

Weeks before being 
re-elected in November 2022, 
Republican Gov. Kristi Noem 
made a public pledge to preside 
over “the largest tax cut in state 
history,” a full repeal of the 
grocery tax. She vouched for 
its affordability and noted that 
voters might pass the repeal if 
lawmakers didn’t.

But legislators rejected 
Noem’s proposal during the 
2023 session, opting instead to 
temporarily reduce the overall 
sales tax rate from 4.5% to 
4.2%, with a sunset (or expira-
tion) of 2027.

What’s the main argument 
against grocery tax repeal?

There are fiscal consequenc-
es to eliminating the tax. Sales 
taxes are the largest source of 
state government revenue in 
South Dakota, one of seven 
states without a state income 
tax.

Phillips stressed that, while 
eliminating the grocery tax is a 
good way to advance racial and 
economic equity, states should 
pursue full repeals with caution 
due to budgetary impacts.

It’s important to remember 
that state revenue lost from 
eliminating the grocery tax 
would be on top of the $104 
million estimated annual reve-
nue loss from the overall sales 
tax cut passed by legislators in 
2023.

So the question becomes: 
Can South Dakota afford to 
do this without having to cut 
important programs elsewhere 
or adding another tax?

Opponents of the measure 
answer that with a resounding 
no, citing what they said are 
ambiguous and problematic 
wording in the ballot measure.

The specific language of IM 
28 prohibits the state from col-
lecting sales tax on “anything 
sold for human consumption, 
except alcoholic beverages and 
prepared food.”

Nathan Sanderson, execu-
tive director of the South Da-
kota Retailers Association, said 
that wording is so vague that 
it could prevent the state from 
collecting sales tax on “con-
sumable” items such as tobacco, 
toothpaste and toilet paper.

The Legislative Research 
Council took that a step further 
in a report to state legislators in 
July, extrapolating the “hu-
man consumption” definition 
to include propane and motor 
fuel and services rendered by a 
plumber or landscaper.

Weiland countered that it 
was the LRC and attorney gen-
eral’s office that questioned ear-
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From C2 Blue

earlier language in IM 28, 
which led to the current frame-
work. He called for common 
sense, saying interpretations of 
the measure should be shaped by 
the stated intent of petitioners to 
target taxes on food and drink.

“You don’t drink gasoline,” 
Weiland said. “You don’t eat 
services.”

What kind of budget crunch 
are we talking about?

Well, it’s complicated. 
Not even the LRC, which 

provides statutory and legal 
guidance for proposed ballot 
initiatives, has been consistent 
on what the impact will be.

Reed Hollweger, who re-
signed as LRC director during 
a meeting of the Legislature’s 
executive board in October 
2023, addressed the potential 
for differing interpretations of 
“anything sold for human con-
sumption” in a fiscal note sent to 
the secretary of state as required 
by law in January 2023.

“For purposes of this fiscal 
note,” he wrote, “the LRC 
assumes the phrase only includes 
food items because of the modi-
fying language ‘except alcoholic 
beverages and prepared food’ 
and does not include personal 
tangible property and services, 
both of which can also be sold 
for human consumption. Other 
assumptions as to the meaning 
of this phrase may be just as 
reasonable, if not more so.”

With that qualification, the 
fiscal note said that the state 
could see a reduction in sales 
tax revenue of $123.9 million 
annually.

Sanderson estimated to News 
Watch in June that IM 28 would 
result in a budget downturn of 
at least $176 million annually 
because it would include tobacco 
products, defined in state law as 
“any item made of tobacco in-
tended for human consumption.”

Then came the kitchen-sink 
estimate the LRC presented to 
legislators as an update in July 
– a worst-case scenario analysis 
that said the budget impact could 
soar as high as $646 million 
annually.

So which number is right?
The official fiscal note pro-

duced by Hollweger uses the 
$123.9 million figure, while At-
torney General Marty Jackley’s 
ballot statement noted that hu-
man consumption “is not defined 
by state law, but its common 
definition includes more than 
just food and drinks.”

Jackley’s statement also said 
that “judicial or legislative clar-
ification of the measure will be 
necessary.” That’s the one thing 
that both sides agree upon.

Any judicial review will likely 
involve trying to find a “harmo-
nious reading” of the conflicting 
statutes or language, according 
to Neil Fulton, dean of the Uni-
versity of South Dakota School 
of Law and former chief of staff 
to Rounds.

“The goal is to identify the in-
tent of the enacting Legislature, 
or the people in this instance,” 
Fulton told News Watch. “Com-

monly, that’s found from the text 
alone because it’s free of ambi-
guity. But if the context or other 
aspects of the enactment lead 
to a different reading, or when 
a statute can be read multiple 
ways, the guiding star is, ‘What 
did the people intend?’”

How much of a problem is IM 
28’s wording?

Phillips, the policy analyst, 
said the measure should have 
stipulated that the tax rate will 
be changed to 0% rather than 
saying the state “may not tax” 
consumables.

Eliminating the tax entirely 
would likely put South Dako-
ta out of alignment with the 
Streamlined Sales Tax Project, a 
cooperative effort of states, local 
governments and the business 
community that standardizes col-
lection of sales tax, she said.

“That agreement makes ad-
ministration easier across states, 
both for vendors who have to 
comply with sales and use taxes 
as well as tax administrators,” 
said Phillips. “So removing the 
tax entirely on groceries will 
take South Dakota out of that 
agreement, which would be 
unfortunate.”

South Dakota could also 
lose revenue from the Tobacco 
Master Settlement Agreement, a 
1998 pact among 46 states and 
major cigarette manufacturers 
as part of litigation for health 
care costs and deceptive trade 
practices. 

Jackley has said that not 
taxing tobacco could jeopardize 
South Dakota’s share of that set-
tlement, which amounts to about 
$20 million annually.

A s for the “anything sold for 
human consumption” language, 
Phillips pointed to more specific 
wording used by Oklahoma 
legislators in a bipartisan effort 
to reduce the state’s tax on food 
and food ingredients to 0% earli-
er this year.

To stay aligned with the 
streamlined sales tax, the 
Oklahoma law defines food and 
food ingredients as “substances, 
whether in liquid, concentrated, 
solid, frozen, dried, or dehy-
drated form, that are sold for 
ingestion or chewing by humans 
and are consumed for their taste 
or nutritional value.”

That’s essentially the same 
standardized language found 
in South Dakota Codified Law 
10-45-1, which Hollweger said 
in a letter to Dakotans for Health 
in 2022 would “likely apply” 
to the LRC’s original suggested 
language for the measure.

The Oklahoma law also states 
that the 0% tax rate does not 
apply to alcoholic beverages, 
dietary supplements, marijua-
na products, prepared food or 
tobacco.

Phillips said the differences 
between Oklahoma’s law and IM 
28 underscore the difficulty of 
articulating complex tax policy 
through a ballot measure, which 
needs to be clear to voters and 
cannot encompass more than one 
subject under South Dakota law.

Fixing that language 
“shouldn’t be difficult to do,” 
she said. “I would imagine the 
Legislature would have a bit 
of an incentive to do it because 

they don’t want to blow that 
hole in their budget.”

What will legislators do if it 
passes?

Because IM 28 is an initiated 
measure, not a constitutional 
amendment, legislators have 
more power to craft the policy. 

For instance, they can adjust 
the language to align with the 
definition found in South Dakota 
law, removing some of the un-
intended consequences cited by 
IM 28’s opponents.

“The counter to many of these 
complaints (about wording) is 
that the Legislature has eight 
months to fix it,” said Michael 
Card, an emeritus professor of 
political science at the Universi-
ty of South Dakota. “Part of this 
back-and-forth is due to efforts 
to limit the scope of initiated 
measures, a fight between the 
dominant (Republican) party 
and those who want to change 
laws through the ballot.”

Sanderson responded that 
even if the language is fixed and 
IM 28 is sharpened to include 
only groceries, there are still re-
percussions on top of the earlier 
general sales tax cut.

Sales tax receipts declined by 
2.6% in fiscal year 2024 after 
gains of 9%, 12.2% and 12.7% 
the previous three years, accord-
ing to the South Dakota Bureau 
of Finance and Management. 
That dip reflects the earlier sales 
tax cut and will require action if 
the state can’t tax groceries or 
other consumables, he said.

“The problem is that IM 28 
doesn’t have any mechanism for 
replacing the lost revenue, so the 
money’s going to have to come 
from somewhere,” said Sander-
son, who spearheads a coalition 
that opposes the measure. 

“In order to make that up, 
they’re going to have to raise a 
tax somewhere. That requires a 
two-thirds vote of a Legislature 
in which 94 out of 105 are cur-
rently Republicans. Are legisla-
tors going to vote for a (sales) 
tax increase to raise revenue? I 
don’t think so. 

   And that’s why we’ve 
expressed our concerns that if 
IM 28 passes, it’s going to lead 
to higher property taxes or an 
income tax (through ballot mea-
sure) because the Legislature is 
simply not going to vote with a 
two-thirds majority vote to raise 
the tax.”

Weiland called these claims 
scare tactics meant to influence 
voters and take the focus away 
from the merits of a grocery tax 
repeal. 

He referenced past legisla-
tive overrides of resident-led 
initiatives such as IM 22, a cam-
paign finance and ethics reform 
package approved by voters in 
2016 that was later repealed by 
lawmakers with an emergency 
clause that ensured it could not 
be referred back to the ballot.

“I think every concern that’s 
been raised, if in fact it was a 
real concern and not a campaign 
tactic, they could address very 
simply in the upcoming legis-
lative session,” said Weiland, a 
former Democratic candidate for 
U.S. House and Senate. “What 
I think they’re more likely to do 
is talk about this $646 million 

South Dakota’s top 5 campaignwar chests

hole in their budget so they can 
declare a state of emergency and 
repeal it like they did with IM 
22.”

Does Gov. Noem support a 
grocery tax repeal?

Noem personally testified in 
committee for her 2023 bill to 
repeal the grocery tax, based on 
her campaign pledge. 

She pointed to double-digit 
increases in sales tax revenue in 
2021 and 2022 and a budget sur-
plus in 2022 of $115 million, an 
outlook boosted by COVID-re-
lated federal stimulus and infla-
tion-impacted tax receipts.

The bill ultimately failed, but 
the message was duly noted by 
Dakotans for Health and other 
groups that have pushed for 
eliminating the grocery tax.

“The Republicans’ big argu-
ment has always been, ‘Oh, we 
don’t have the money to repeal 
the food tax. It will come on 
the backs of firefighters and 
teachers, or we’ll have to do a 
state income tax,’” Weiland said. 
“Well, the governor took all 
those arguments and threw them 
in the trash.”

But Jim Terwilliger, the gov-
ernor’s budget director, noted 
that Noem’s proposalwould 
have reduced the state’s food tax 
to 0% rather than eliminating 
it, addressing concerns about 
compliance with the streamlined 
sales tax agreement. 

The bill’s language aligned 
with state definitions for food 
and food ingredients and it 
spelled out exceptions such as 
alcohol, tobacco and cannabis.

Thune, Noem and SD’s top 
campaign war chests

What does it mean for 2026 
and beyond?Fundraising sheds 
light on potentially one of the 
most contested and consequen-
tial cycles in recent history.

She warned lawmakers of 
potential budget fallout if voters 
passed a grocery tax initiative on 
top of the general sales tax cut, 
pointing to public support for 
such a measure.

Terwilliger told News Watch 
earlier this year that Noem 
doesn’t support IM 28 because 
of concerns about the wording. 
He added that the governor “still 
believes a repeal of the grocery 
tax is the best tax relief for South 
Dakota families if it is done in a 
responsible manner,” though she 
didn’t mention the repeal in her 
2024 budget message or State of 
the State address.

Can cities and towns still tax 
groceries if this passes?

Again, it’s complicated. The 
actual wording of the measure 
states that “municipalities may 
continue to impose such taxes.”

But opponents, including the 
South Dakota Municipal League, 
said eliminating the tax, rather 
than reducing it to 0%, will 
render local governments unable 
to impose the food tax because 
of South Dakota Codified Law 
10-52-2.

That law states that cities and 
towns can charge a sales tax if 
the tax “conforms in all respects 
to the state tax ... with the ex-
ception of the rate.” Eliminating 
the tax entirely would create 
problems with state and local 
alignment, said Sanderson.

“Cities and towns can only tax 
the same items as the state,” he 
said. “So despite the language in 
IM 28, if the state cannot charge 
a tax on ‘anything for human 
consumption,’ neither can a 
municipality.”

Rapid City lawyer Jim Leach, 
who represents Dakotans for 
Health, called that a flawed 
analysis. His contention is that 
IM 28, if it passes, “becomes the 
law of

South Dakota” and supersedes 
the existing provisions, “which 
would allow municipalities to 
continue to tax food.”

Hollweger, in a written state-
ment to News Watch before he 
resigned, noted that “only the 
state was specified” in Dakotans 
for Health’s final submission 
and that municipalities are not 
legally defined as agencies 
of the state. “Therefore, LRC 
concludes the proposed (ballot 
measure) would not prevent 
municipalities from imposing a 
sales tax on food,” he wrote.

Hollweger did not respond 
to an interview request for this 
story.

Fulton, the USD law school 
dean, pointed to a legal principle 
that says when there is a general 
statute and a more specific law 
on the same topic, the more 
specific statute wins out.

“In this instance, the court 
would be looking at how IM 
28 fits, or doesn’t fit, with other 
taxation statutes and giving the 
right of way to the more specific 
statute,” he said.

What are the alternatives to 
grocery tax repeal?

Several states use refunded tax 
credits for low-income brackets 
in which consumers pay the full 
sales tax rate on food but recoup 
some of those added costs by 
claiming a credit when they file 
their taxes.

The benefit of this, Phillips 
said, is that the relief is targeted 
toward low-income households, 
which makes it more efficient. 
Simply cutting the grocery tax 
affects these low-income groups 
as well as higher-earning fami-
lies that are likely not as reliant 
on state dollars that could be 
used for other services.

The downside, she added, is 
that “people are going to have to 
know to apply for it, especially 
if you are dealing with people 
on very low incomes or fixed 
incomes who may not even file 
income taxes.”

Even for those who do apply, 
the relief comes once a year 
during tax season, Phillips noted.

“If you’re a family that’s liv-
ing paycheck to paycheck, you 
would rather take the benefits 
(every trip to the store) rather 
than waiting a year from now 
and getting it in a lump sum, 
which is harder to budget for,” 
she said.

        Stu Whitney
     sdnewswatch.org

Faculty, inventive new com-
panies. Spearfish is a leader in 
unique and innovative ag. In Sioux 
Falls we are looking at critical 
mass and the home location of ag 
company executive directors,” Blue 
explained. “Huron is my home-
town and the headquarters of Farm 
Bureau and Farmers Union. 

   The Intertribal Agriculture 
Office is located in Eagle Butte and 
there is a lot for us to learn from 
each other. NRCS proposed White 
River as another hub because they 
are already aware of many women 
seeking opportunity there.”

Conservation and food security
Bringing knowledge of 

opportunities in conservation is 
another key component of the 
project. 

While many women are well-
educated in their specific space in 
the agriculture world, they may be 
unaware of larger resources tied to 
conservation that could benefit their 
operation.  

As an older conservation 
person, what I want to do is help 
instill the ideas of conservation 
and community involvement. 
Women know about their place in 
agriculture from their family or 
from their spouse, but how do they 
learn about conservation and the 
opportunities? 

 What I’m seeing in my job is 
a lot of organizations in the world 
care about agriculture, care about 
cropland, grasslands, habitat and 
water quality and their societal 
benefits,” Kessler said. 

“But these large organizations 
don’t know how to connect with 
the rural communities. What I see 
with this project is connecting 
those rural people with some larger 
resources so they can make things 
happen in their local communities.” 

Kessler and Ehlers both stress 
that in order to accomplish this, the 
role of local conservation districts 
is key. 

While NRCS provides 
science-based help for farmers 
and ranchers, conservation 
districts identify water, grassland 
or cropland projects and help 
producers organize and take on 
these projects. Both women said 
these projects not only address 
resource concerns but also 
strengthen rural ag communities.

“It’s really important, so many 
communities across the state and 
the nation are concerned about food 
security, food sovereignty, having 
fresh foods at the local level,” 
Kessler said. 

“It doesn’t matter whether you’re 
living in Mission, Murdo, White 
River or Wessington Springs, there 
are communities where getting 
fresh produce is a challenge.  A 
small producer could do high 
tunnel gardens and provide that 
local food source. There are ways 
that are not capital intensive that 
can help bring young people back 
to participate in agriculture and 
rebuild our communities.” 

Kessler said this project is akin 
to a modern, broader version 
of yesteryear’s Cattlewomen 
of South Dakota and extension 
groups that were active at the local 

level through a strong network of 
women aimed at improving their 
communities. 

“Rural South Dakota is going 
to be stronger in five years, in 10 
years, I know it,” Kessler stated. 
“My vision for this project is to 
find those communities that have 
a culture of will to make things 
happen, then find those people 
that are involved, matching them 
up with the conservation and 
agriculture opportunities we have, 
making those connections and 
moving forward.”

Next steps 
The project team just 

announced the selection of an 
advisory committee made up 
of six individuals to help with 
programming ideas. 

“This piece is very important 
because the advisory committee 
sets the tone. We want to make 
sure we are hearing from a variety 
of people from across the state 
that are involved in many different 
aspects of ag,” Blue said.

Advisory committee members: 
Kristi Cammack, assistant dean 
for West River operations for 
the College of Agriculture, Food 
and Environmental Sciences at 
SDSU; Mike Jaspers, business 
development director of East River 
Cooperative and former South 
Dakota secretary of agriculture; 
Donita Fischer, owner of Wóyute 
and Native Nations Rebuilder 
with the Bush Foundation; Jamie 
Johnson, a Frankfort farmer/
rancher and 2019 South Dakota 
Leopold Conservation Award 
winner; Liv Stavick, executive 

director of the South Dakota Agri-
Business Association; and Justine 
Rivard, Black Hills Federal Credit 
Union ag lender.

The team is also working with a 
South Dakota polling firm to roll 
out surveying and focus groups 
later this fall. 

“We always want to begin with 
looking at what do they want to 
learn from us, the customer first-
perspective. That’s where polling 
comes in,” Ehlers said. 

“The survey includes questions 
such as ‘Where do you get your 
information? What is the speed 
bump you need to get over 
that would help you get more 
comfortable assuming a leadership 
role in your community?’ Doing 
our due diligence on the front end 
will resonate more with women 
and play an important role of what 
programming looks like in the 
future.” 

Dakotafest in Mitchell in August 
served as the initial project rollout. 

Blue, Ehlers, Kessler and DuVall 
connected with event attendees 
by handing out rack cards with 
basic information about the project 
and a QR-code survey link to 
begin gathering both demographic 
information as well as questions 
about programming of interest. 

Among the topics: career 
development, fostering 
connections, supporting leadership 
roles, learning about farm/ranch 
business skills, marketing and 
understanding USDA programs.

“I focus on the natural resources 
side where Angela and Colette 

are focused on growing local 
leadership for conservation district 
boards and other leadership,” said 
DuVall. “Rebecca is really focused 
on the networking, educational and 
all leadership positions. All four of 
our efforts blend together well and 
help the project as a whole. The 
most important thing is continuity 
and providing opportunities on a 
regular basis for networking and 
lifelong learning.”

Ehlers and Blue both 
acknowledge that at this point, the 
project is very fluid. If the team 
members find a statewide issue that 
needs to be addressed, they will 
focus efforts there. On the other 
hand, they already know that local 
concerns and issues will apply to 
that area. 

“Some will be geographic, our 
state is very diverse. I’m hopeful 
our first successes will guide the 
project and bring forward what we 
need to be doing to serve women 
across the state,” Ehlers said. “We 
have an idea. Until we put it on 
the ground we won’t know exactly 
what it will look like.” 

Share your thoughts on this story
This story was produced by 

South Dakota News Watch, an 
independent, nonprofit news 
organization. Read more in-depth 
stories at sdnewswatch.org and 
sign up for an email every few days 
to get stories as soon as they’re 
published. Contact Kristi Hineat 
info@sdnewswatch.org.

    Hine owns and publishes 
the True Dakotan newspaper in 
Wessington Springs and serves on 
the SDNW board of directors.
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• Sprinkler Turn Ons,
Blowouts, Repair and Installs

• Mowing • Spraying
• Small Landscaping

• Snow Removal and More

ggtlawnservice@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 327, Belle Fourche, SD

Office  605-723-1899

Serving Belle Fourche and the surrounding area for over 15 years.

Shannon L. Rolando
Financial Advisor

1407 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Bus. 605-569-7979 • Fax 855-221-2509

shannon.rolando@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/shannon-rolando

Wells Plumbing
& Supplies 

605-892-2613
1700 5th Avenue

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday

Closed Sunday

IM-Series 
Plastic Septic Tanks

A revolutionary improvement in plastic tank 
design, offering exceptional strength comparable 

to concrete tanks. Suitable for use as septic tanks, 
pump/trash tanks, cisterns or rainwater 
(non-potable) storage/harvesting tanks.

Wells Plumbing
& Supplies 

Poly Pipe
1, 1 1/4' 1 1/2, & 2" in stock

605-892-2613
1700 5th Avenue

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday
Closed Sunday

Gateway Magazine
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Enter the 2025 Contest & Win!

The Belle Fourche Beacon 
team is gearing up for the 4th 
edition of the annual Belle 
Fourche Visitor’s Magazine.

Show off your photography 
skills and creativity by submit-
ting your best shots of Belle’s 
iconic landmarks, breathtaking 
landscapes, historic buildings 
and streets, and vibrant local 
culture.

The winning photos will be 
featured in the 2025 Vistor’s 
Magazine and used to help 
promote tourism in our commu-
nity, showcasing the vibrant 
and captivating experiences our 
town has to offer.

Whether your a profession-
al photographer or just enjoy 
snapping pictures for fun, this 
contest is your chance to shine 
and share your love for Belle 
Fourche with the world.

So grab your camera, explore 
our picturesque community, and 
start clicking away for a chance 
to be a part of something spe-

cial.
Help show the world why 

Belle Fourche, SD is a must 
visit destination.

Enter your photos on the 
Beacon website at www.belle-
fourchebeacon.com or email 
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

            Thank you!
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South DakotaSouth Dakota

Northern gateway

2022- 2023

- C E N T E R  O F  T H E  N A T I O N -

D E S T I N A T I O N

Blac k Hi l l sTO THE

2023 + D E S T I N A T I O N + 2024

northern gateway
b l a c k  h i l l s

O F F I C I A L  V I S I T O R S ’  G U I D E  •  P R O U D LY  P R O D U C E D  I N  B E L L E  F O U R C H E

T O  T H E

South Dakota

-  BEAUTIFUL FORK AT THE CENTER OF THE NATION -

Past years magazines front covers

WEATHER HAT CO.
Custom and Handcrafted Hats

EST. 1912

Jack Scholl
Craftsman

(605) 645 - 1654
519 Grant St. Belle Fourche

Wells Plumbing
& Supplies 

605-892-2613
1700 5th Avenue

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday
Closed Sunday

We have a large 
supply of white 
tanks on hand!

Oversize/Overweight
Permit Comparison

U.S. 85
2-lane

U.S. 52
4-lane

I-94
4-lane

I-29
4-lane

U.S. 83
4-lane

U.S. 2
4-lane

Year

57,63725,46015,4382015
44,48425,06813,3782016
45,54015,66425,33211,4522017
51,16817,12948,50325,84013,65556,2032018
51,66916,57046,96325,26815,12459,8162019
33,21414,73840,37823,68112,19345,0562020
35,13113,47738,40025,60610,23742,6592021
37,39815,24838,98526,37610,49249,6672022
44,82918,02246,73028,65112,16459,6582023
21,5497,87122,73813,8466,11827,7552024 (2nd)



Good Shepherd Clinic is a free medical and emergency dental clinic for adults, ages 
19-64, who do not qualify for or have insurance and meet 200% of the Federal Poverty 
Level.   Since February 2009, the clinic has been open on Monday nights at Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church in Spearfish to provide medical and emergency dental 
services.   We are pleased to announce that a satellite clinic, for medical services only, 
will be available on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran Church in Lead.    Enter the church through the Julius Street parking lot 
(below 825 W. Main Street).  
The Spearfish clinic will continue to provide medical, emergency dental, 

counseling, and resource services on Monday nights at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran church, located at 1020 State Street.

Next Clinic: September 26.  
Registration will be from 6:00-7:00pm.Good Shepherd Clinic 
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Look What's Cooking
at Belle Silver Lining

Come Join us Every Day
11:00am-1:00pm 

828 Kingsbury Street
Belle Fourche. SDFo
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Effective 10/1
the weekend

meal program
will be closing

down. We will no
longer be
serving or

delivering meals
on the

weekends. Meals
will continue to
be available and

delivered
Monday through

Friday. This is
necessary due

to a shortage of
funding and

volunteers for
the time being.

C-8

October 6th-Cornhole Tournament@ Moose Lodge
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Betty Bruner
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Betty Bruner
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Courtesy Story
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

$25 Minimum Order219 Girard Avenue • Newell, SD 57760 • Phone 456-1660
Prices Effective: Friday Through Thurs., Oct. 4 - Oct. 10, 2024

Open
7 Days a week!

Monday - Friday
8am - 6pm
Sat. - Sun.
9am - 5pm

”Senior Citizen Day Discount last Friday of Every Month”

10-15 Oz

Boneless
Pork Loin Chops

Family Pack

Free In-Town Delivery!

$399 $599

$199 Lb.

$299

Red Seedless
Grapes

Kellogg’s
Eggo Waffles
10 Ct. • Buttermilk,

Blueberry or Strawberry

Land O’ Frost
Premium

Lunchmeat
16 Oz. • Selected Varieties

Campbell’s
Chunky Soup

Best Choice
Sliced Bacon

16 Oz.

Best Choice
Shredded or Chunk

Cheese

Kemp’s Vanilla Ice
Cream Sandwiches

6 Ct.

Lettuce
Head

Bottom Flat
Beef Roast

$199

Cloverhill Bakery
Pastries

4-4.25 Oz. • Selected Varieties

Best Choice
Pasta

 16 Oz. • Selected Varieties

Lb.$249$399 Lb. 10/$10 Ea.$149 4/$5

2/$4 2/$5

18.6-19 Oz.
Selected
Varieties

6-8 Oz.
Selected
Varieties

Lion’s Club members Sabrina Harmon, Ken Wetz and Donna Wetz set up the Lion’s Foundation Kids Sight van. 
													             Courtesy photo

More Than 
a Place

Newell Lions Club set us 
the Lions Foundation Kids 
Sight van at the Newell School 
on Tuesday, September 24 at 
Teacher’s Conferences to do an 
Eye Screening for youth. 

They saw 36 students and 
two were referred on for a 
further exam. 

KIDSIGHT South Dakota 
is a free statewide vision 
screening program provided 
to children ages 12 months 
and up. The trained volunteers 
will come right to your school 

Lions Club KIDSIGHT Visits Newell

NEWELL-It will be a sight 
to see for the future of Newell 
when Midwestern Meats can 
begin Ryan Dennis’ dream of a 
large processing plant that will 
handle buffalo, beef, lamb, and 
pork from the surrounding area 
and beyond. Dennis has been 
working on the plans since at 
least 2022 and has learned a 
lot about grant writing and the 
hoops a new business plan must 
jump through.

Dennis has received notice 
that he is able to receive 
a $4 million grant, which 

is about 30% of the costs 
involved, contingent on more 
environmental and historical 
studies. He will then move into 
the financing part and letters 
that show a lender is willing 
to lend the balance. Once he 
can show ownership, the grant 
will be finalized. The way it 
works, Dennis explained, is 
that the grant is secured, then 
the finance. The 30% grant is 
a reimbursement grant. Dennis 
is working on another grant for 
energy efficiency.

“It’s a very complex 
process,” Dennis remarked.

The grant is part of the 
USDA’s final investment in the 
Meat and Poultry Processing 
Expansion Program. The 
initiative is funded by the 
American Rescue Plan Act 
launched in 2022.

US Secretary of 
Agriculture Tom Vilsack said 
the expansions of smaller, 
independent processors will 
help make meat processing 
industry more adaptable to 
disruptions-a problem exposed 
in the early months of COVID 
pandemic when some major 
meat processors were forced 

to temporarily shutter their 
operations because their 
workers were infected.

Location of the new locker 
plant will be at Block 95, Lot 
1, 2, & 3 on the east edge 
of Newell. The 18,500 sq. 
ft. building will capable of 
processing more animals than 
the present location which was 
founded in 1911. Dennis said 
he will probably employ five to 
eight employees. 

Not only will the new plant 
bring in more business which in 
turn brings more tax dollars to 
the town, but will bring people 
into Newell to compliment the 
businesses in town.

As Dennis looks to the 
future, his vision sees retail 
sales, meat processed for 
resale by Farmers Market 
vendors, hotels, restaurants, 
and will included a bid for 
meat processed for schools. His 
desire is that local producers 
can expand their business. 

Having a Federally 
inspected plant is a “big 
deal” Dennis pointed out. It 
will enlarge the entire area’s 
businesses from large to small. 
Midwestern Meats will be able 

NEWELL-Have you ever 
wondered what kind of story 
lies behind the walls of an 
old schoolhouse or building 
you see along the road as you 
travel the forgotten roads of 
rural western South Dakota? 
What would those walls tell us 
about the land and children that 
learned their ABCs and 1-2-3s? 
Did they grow to be involved 
in farming or ranching? What 
about politics-did they serve 
South Dakota? Or did they 
disappear into everyday life?

Two books written by area 
author Ruby Gabriel, It’s More 
Than a Place-West River I & 
II, delves into the stories of 
the past in Butte, Meade, and 
Perkins counties. Her books 
are filled with the everyday 
lives of those who lived in the 
area. Stories she found in old 
newspaper clippings and South 
Dakota archives that gave flavor 
to the folks living and loving 
the area.

It started with a conversation 
she had with her sister as they 
watched the sunrise near her 
home. She was curious of the 
little towns that she passed. 

“What happened to them?” 
she asked.

“You know somebody 
ought to write a book about that 
schoolhouse,” she continued.

So, she began by researching 
the schoolhouse. That grew 
into two books highlighting 
the everyday life of West River 
residents. From the story of the 
first hanging in Deadwood to 
narratives of the happenings 
west of the Missouri River. 
These stories will definitely 
tantalize any history buff, 
according to Gabriel. There are 
tidbits that will interest anyone.

One of the best things about 
these books is that each story 
is a separate slice of history. 
Although, the old schoolhouse 
is still there and the town of 
Dowling is visible other towns 
are only a memory.

There is no town of Pedro 
except for a few old buildings. 
But the Pedro Bugle held 
testimonies of long ago. Carrie 
Ingalls, younger sister of Laura 
Ingalls Wilder, was the editor of 
the Bugle.

The historical documentaries 
are available from Gabriel who 
is only a phone call away. Give 
her a call at 605-441-3579. 
Both books can be at your 
fingertips for less than $30. 
With Christmas coming that 
could be a great gift for anyone 
interested in the stories of West 
River. Someday soon it will be 
time to snuggle by the fire and 
read a good book. 

Ruby Gabriel has gathered 
together stories of the past 
that draws thoughts of past 
generations into our lives. 
Enjoy!

It’s Absolutely a Good Thing

or daycare! We use the latest 
technology and equipment to 
detect many eye problems. 
The vision screening machine 
simply takes a picture of the 
child’s eyes and within seconds 
provides accurate results. No 
physical contact is made with 
the child and no eye drops are 

required. 
Parental consent is required 

with all screenings . If you are 
interested in learning more 
about this program please 
contact one of us or go to 
https://sdlions.org/programs/
kids-vision-screening/ to learn 
more.

to process even more animals 
from North Dakota, Montana, 
Wyoming, Nebraska, and South 
Dakota. The new facilities will 
have more capacity and cooler 
space.

Presently, there is a 
delay getting the transfer 
of property from the city 
finalized. In February, Newell 
Commissioners voted to 
transfer the lots to the Newell 
Development Corporation. 
The land then could be sold 
to Dennis. At this point, that 
transfer is still in transition. 
Dennis is also seeking to have 
an alley vacated to allow for the 
plant. As he was researching 
the property, he found out 
that when Highway 212 was 
widened, part of the lot became 
smaller. He needs to have the 
alley vacated to allow for the 
size of the plant.

“I want the community to 
know how grateful I am. This 
is a really great community,” 
Dennis said.

He continued to say that 
Newell embodies a small town 
that really cares. He hopes to be 
here a “long, long time.”
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Mrs. Geers, while turning her 
car at the Bear Butte Valley Gas 
Station, was hit by a car from 
Lead, badly damaging both 
cars, but no one received any 
personnel injuries.

   President Woodburn, of 
the Black Hills Techers’ College 
and Mrs. Woodburn of Spear-
fish were dinner guests last 
Wednesday at the Mullenix Ho-
tel, and also visited their daugh-
ter Dorothy, who is teaching in 
the Vale High School system. 
Mr. Woodburn took an interest-
ing part in the discussion at the 
Black Hills Church Convention 
that afternoon at Vale.

September 29, 1944
   Mexican Nationals, who 

assisted in the planting season 
on the Project last spring and 
since have been employed in 
eastern South Dakota, will be 
returned to this area this week 
for sugar beet harvest. Approx-
imately 300 Mexicans will be 
needed for the harvest. About 
260 are now available and a 
request has been made for an-
other 40 to 50. The beet harvest 
and slicing campaign starts next 
week.

   Merry Maids 4-H Club 
was entertained last Saturday at 
the home of Verna Alice Lyons. 
Election of Officers was held; 
President Esther Anderson, 
Vice President Roberta Post and 
Secretary-Treasurer Janet Rog-
ers. Games were played and a 
tasty lunch was served. Several 
new members joined the club. 
The girls enjoyed a hike that 
evening accompanied by Mrs. 
Jas. Gadsden and Miss Ellen 
Esmay. INC will meet next 
Monday evening at the home 
of Mrs. Gadsden. All the while 
Mr. Gadsden attended a meeting 
of Black Hills Power & Light 
Managers in Rapid City.

   Hopes that shotgun shells 
supplies allocated to South Da-
kota were expressed today by 
Game Director Elmer Peterson, 
who wired Senator Chan Gur-
ney that some previous alloca-
tions have not arrived. Shells 

“Looking Forward to our Past”                                                                  
									        									         by Linda Velder 

Then and Now in Newell

taken Keen home before we got 
back to the ranch so we didn’t 
get to see the cute little guy. 
Missy went up to South Heart 
that afternoon to bring Lanie 
and Matt Klug’s kids down here 
to spend the weekend. Watching 
nine little great grandkids play-
ing outside is really fun!

  Casey and Taz spent most 
of Saturday working on the 
spring up at the old place. It 
was another hot, windy day so I 
washed all the laundry and hung 
it outside on the clothesline to 
get it dry fast. It’s amazing how 
solar and wind work so well 
together when the clothes are 
hanging outside to dry.

  The Threshing Bee down 
south of Meadow Corner started 
Friday and continued through 
Sunday. We were busy work-
ing around here and enjoying 
the great grandkids on Friday 
and Saturday but Reub went 
to the church service down 
there Sunday morning while 
I went to church here because 
the community Hymn Sing 
was that evening at Holland 
Center and our choir needed to 
practice. Unfortunately, most of 
the choir was gone so we didn’t 
sing at Holland Center. Pastor 
Henry Mohagen and Bill Holt 
were with a group up in Alaska 
working on the FLAPS hanger 
and airplanes.

  Our granddaughter Kanon 
Olson who came to visit is a 
veterinarian so I’ll leave you 
with this:

  In a Veterinarian’s waiting 
room: “Be back in 5 minutes. 
Sit! Stay!”

taken to where her heart always 
rested in San Francisco Bay. 
Aldene hauled the mail from 
Lemmon to Reva for years.

  Gladys (VanWyk) Vliem, 
89, of Hettinger, passed away 
on Tuesday, September 24, at 
Western Horizons Care Center 
in Hettinger. Funeral services 
will be held at the Holland 
Center Church in Lodgepole on 
Saturday, October 5 at 11am.

  Casey and Taz spent all day 
Thursday hauling manure out 
of the feedlot at the old place. 
Reub emptied out all four of the 
raised beds gardens that day and 
hauled in more soil to replace 
the stuff that was in them last 
year that killed everything I 
planted! Missy went to Buffalo 
that afternoon to play bingo 
with Copper and Knox for 
Grandparents Day. Our dog 
Charlie still hadn’t come home, 
so I drove the pickup over east 
looking for him. I finally found 
him in the yard at the Jacob’s 
place where Reub and I used 
to live before we moved back 
to the ranch. Charlie was really 
glad to see me and chased the 
pickup all the way home. After 
three days of being gone, you 
can be sure he’ll get tied up 
next time we drive out!

  Reub and I and Charlie 
went over to the east place 
Friday morning in the side-by-
side and while we were gone, 
Grandma Starla Jenson brought 
Knox and Keen down here to 
play with the other little people 
because Knox had stayed with 
Grandma and Grandpa Jenson 
the night before, but she had 

 The weather sure warmed 
up again this week with a high 
of 101 degrees on Sunday, but 
still no rain.

  We want to congratulate 
Eric and Amanda Schuchard on 
the birth of granddaughter, Ce-
lia Rainn who was born Friday, 
September 20 to their daughter 
Kiley and Mason Sandal. Celia 
weighed 8lbs 14oz and joins an 
older brother Statler.

  Casey and Missy, and Taz 
and Amanda and their kids 
came home from Trig and 
Dakotah’s wedding last Sunday 
afternoon. Thad, his daughter 
Kanon and his son Till came 
to visit us Sunday evening and 
Thad brought us a bunch of to-
matoes and green peppers from 
his garden that I was really 

happy to get!
  Casey and Taz moved 

cows Monday morning and 
we all went to the volleyball 
games in Scranton that evening 
to watch the Harding Ranch-
ers play against the Hettinger/
Scranton Night Hawks. Our 
granddaughter Acalia Olson 
plays for the Night Hawks 
so we were cheering for both 
sides. We sat with Alaina and 
Dathan and Alaina’s mother 
Polly Markegard, but Sage 
wasn’t there because Ellarie 
and Irelyn had a basketball 
game in Lemmon that evening 
and it was Irelyn’s birthday.

  Val Ganje and Pete 
Solemasaas came down from 
Bismarck Tuesday afternoon to 
buy a bunch of old stuff from 
us again. We spent a lot of time 
looking at stuff here and over 
at the two east places. Our dog 

Charlie chased us all six miles 
over to Glendo. We usually tie 
Charlie up because he chases 
our vehicles out to the highway, 
but this time we were running 
around so much we didn’t get 
him tied up and he disappeared 
before we got home. Casey and 
Taz went to the visitation for 
Phillip Ellingson in Hettinger 
Tuesday evening.

  Taz went to the Hackamore 
Wednesday morning to help 
Doug and Clint Doll vaccinate 
and Casey hauled bales from 
John Palczewski’s all day. Reub 
and I went to our old friend 
Phillip Ellingson’s funeral in 
Hettinger that afternoon and 
went down for his burial at the 
Duck Creek Church where his 
wife Sharon is buried. Reub 
and I rode down there with my 
cousin Joe and Karen Wilkin-
son and then we came back to 
Hettinger to have lunch and fel-
lowship at the Granary. Phillip’s 
mother was a Nash and lots of 
Nash family members and rel-
atives came to the funeral. My 
mother, Lila (Wilkinson) White, 
grew up with the Nash families 
while she lived at Glendo and, 
although we are not related, 
they are defiantly family. 

   There are more deaths to 
report: Aldene Powers, 85, of 
Lemmon, passed away on Mon-
day, September 16, at West Riv-
er Health Services of Hettinger. 
Aldene’s family is planning a 
Party of Life to celebrate her at 
a later date. Her ashes will be 

Grand River Roundup

was in charge of the arrange-
ment assisted by the Women’s 
Fellowship. Mrs. R. C. Johnson 
oversaw the program; Mr. & 
Mrs. J. C. Brodsky entertained 
with violin and piano music 
afterwards Supt. G. W. Austin 
introduced the teachers, and a 
song parody welcoming was 
sung. Mrs. Johnson read a poem 
by Edgar Guest followed by 
group participation in telling 
“school days” jokes. In closing 
Roger Van derBoom sang two 
solos with Mrs. Johnson as 
accompanist. All agreed, it was 
a most enjoyable evening and 
ended too soon.

September 24, 1964
   Golfing is a family affair 

here. Newell’s coach Bob Peter-
son, and his wife Sandi Peter-
son won Championship honors, 
in the Men’s & Women’s Divi-
sion of the Annual Fall Tourna-
ment of the Newell Golf Club 
Saturday and Sunday, while 
runners-up were Jack & Audry 
Dawson, Third Place honors 
went to Cletus Huber and 
teammate Gretchen Gladstone. 
Prizes for the tournament will 
be awarded at a special event, 
it was announced by Club Presi-
dent Duane Friez, to be held at 
the club house within the couple 
next of weeks followed by a 
ball & chain tournament.

   Bill Marty drove to Rapid 
City on Friday and was accom-
panied to Newell by his son 
Jess, who is a student at South-
ern State College at Springfield. 
Jess was in Rapid City as a 
player with the Southern State 
football team, who played the 
SD School of Mines & Technol-
ogy on Saturday.

  A pioneer mail route in 
this area was re-established on 
Saturday, which daily service 
began from Castle Rock east in 
the morning Newell to Sorum 
run, driven by Bob Richards of 
Newell. Those now receiving 
mail on the added portion of the 
route are the Goeringer Farm; 
the Storm School; and the 
ranches of Elmer Eichler; John 
Erk; Charles Tryon; George 
Erk; Flaigg Bros; Sophia 
Blomberg and John Corrigan. 
The first mail service was start-
ed in 1910 and discontinued 
during WWII 1945, since leav-
ing the community without mail 
service until present time. The 
two carriers on the route will 
drive over 99,000 miles a year.

Betty Olson
news@bellefourchebeacon.com
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   As we go to press, a forest 

fire is raging near Black Hawk. 
The 11:00 o’clock passenger-
with Northwestern set it afire 
Tuesday. With the dry spell it 
is likely to do a great deal of 
damage, unless rains come to 
extinguish it. The entire Forest 
Service of the Black Hills has 
been called out to fight it.

   M. & Mrs. Fred Kinkade 
and Mrs. C. H. Kinkade spent 
Thursday visiting friends at 
Ball. Mrs. C. H. remained for 
a few days with Mr. & Mrs. 
George Hohenberger. Mr. 

Hohenberger, the US Land 
Commissioner, is taking care 
of the Proofs at Sulphur in the 
absence of Commissioner Burr 
Adams.

   S. B. Standard is busy with 
several teams putting in steel 
culverts southwest of town. The 
County Commission has had a 
large number of steel culverts 
put in the ravines all over the 
project which has made great 
improvements in the roads. For 
several years, it has been almost 
impossible to get over the roads 
with loaded teams or autos 
when farmers were irrigating. 
And by the way, wherever Mr. 
Standard does a piece of work it 
is done right.

September 25, 1924
   Every farmer, businessman 

and all others who can possibly 
spare the time should make it 
a point to attend the sugar beet 
conference at the US Experi-
ment Farm, Saturday at 1:00 
PM. Supt Beyer Aune will give 
the records of the beet experi-
ment at the Farm and describe 
ground preparation and methods 
of culture used. J. Fred Slick 
of the Great Western Sugar 
company will give ex expert 
advice on the subject and all 
about information on firsthand 
the industry which promises to 
bring a new era of development 
and prosperity to the Irrigation 
Project.

   A shooting incident which 
occurred in the Hoover District 
about one week ago. The story 
is that during the night a sheep-
herder discovered a horseman 
riding around his flock. After 
watching the intruder for a time 

and deciding that there was no 
good to happen. The herder 
took a crack at the rider and 
killed the horse. Next morning 
the saddles and brideless body 
of the horse was found with 
the brand cut away to prevent 
identification.

   Frank Bruner, the twin of 
Fred, spent several days here 
last week visiting his brother 
and his sister, Mrs. William 
Blacklock. Mr. Bruner is a 
cadet at the Naval Academy in 
Annapolis, Maryland.

   The Social Union of the 
Congregational Church will 

serve a fine chicken supper 
Saturday, September 27, com-
mencing at 5:30, in the room 
next to the old Reclamation 
State building. Adults 50 cents, 
children 35 cents.

October 4, 1934
   About 32 neighborhood 

friends of Mrs. Guy Livingston 
surprised her on Wednesday due 
to the fact that she has been laid 
up with a broken ankle during 
the canning season. Each of the 
guests brought 1 or more jars of 
canned fruit, vegetables or jelly. 
Fifty-four articles were present-
ed to her as a token of esteem. 
The ladies served the cake and 
coffee they also had brought.

   M. Meyers, who has 
been suffering from blood 
poisoning for several months 
in a hospital at Rapid City, is 
home under care of Mrs. Clara 
Geers at Vale. After having had 
a couple of operations, he has 
lost one forearm. Previously, 

earmarked for South Dakota but 
shipped to other jobbers outside 
the State, have not reached the 
State, having been sidetracked 
and disposed of elsewhere. 
Senator Gurney announced last 
week the War Production Board 
had released 12 to 24 million 
shells for jobbers in Minnesota 
and the Dakotas.

September 30, 1954
   Martha Knutson and 

Cherril Gladstone were supper 
guests Wednesday evening at 
the Art Noste home, to help 
Karen celebrate her birthday. 
Andy Pokorny, Tommy Fabri-
cius and Roger Zwetzig were 
supper guests Friday at the W. 
R. Pickard home in celebration 
of the 12th birthday of Tommy 
Pickard. Games were played 
and gifts opened at both parties.

   “Dakota Days” has been 
selected as the theme for the 
annual Newell High School 
Homecoming celebration which 
will be held next Friday, accord-
ing to Student Council President 
Harvey Gray. Gray revealed 
other plans for the event: prep 
rally, burning of the traditional 
“N”, snake dance through town, 
parade Friday afternoon down 
Main Street and a game under 
the lighted field against the Vale 
Beetdiggers. Named as candi-
dates for Homecoming Royalty 
are Queen Seniors Janice Boe, 
Pearl Sprague and Yvonne 
Webb with Pages, Juniors Joan 
DeGarlais and Jeanne Viken. 
The Student Body will vote for 
the Queen who will be crowned 
at the half-time ceremony.

   Teachers at the Newell 
School and their families were 
entertained at a pot-luck supper 
at the Congregational Church 
dining room. Mrs. Felix Busse 

Sugar beet test plot in the foreground, at the US Experiment Farm. A test plot of oats bordered it to the 
north. 1924. Encouraging local farmers to grow sugar beets.			   Newell Museum

Wed. October 2, 2024

Passenger Train at Newell Depot, 1914. The train’s source of fuel 
was coal and at times would drop hot cinders on the track which 
would cause grass fires.			   Newell Museum
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Newell Service Center
101 4th Street- Phone 605-456-3455

Automotive and Pickup Repair Shop · 
Sturdevant’s Parts Store · Oil Lube & 
Filter Service · Gates-Belts & Hoses &  
Custom Hose building· + We sell all class-
es of Tires &  do Tire repair· ATV Services

121 South Dartmouth Newell, SD
605-456-0133

212/79 Service Center
Fuel for the 

vehicle, fuel for 
you, and even 
gifts available 

from JT Boutique 

Homecoming Parade, Chili 
Cookoff, Pie Sale, Bingo-Octo-
ber 4. Beginning at 12:30
Homecoming FB Game-October 
5 
Fire Prevention Week-Oct. 6-12
Educated Voter, October 7, 6pm
	 Austin Auditorium
Don’t Thump Your Melon. Oct. 8
National Walk, Ride, and Roll 
Day-Oct. 9

Saturday Mornings
Farmer’s Market
	 8-1, South Park, until frost
Wednesday
	 Story Time with Patty
	 Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 
	 11 a.m. All ages welcome
Feeding South Dakota
Second Thursday every month, 1:30
Newell Library Reading Program
Read 1000 books before Kindergarten. 
Every 100 books read wins a prize!

106 8th Street                        P: 605-456-1321
            F: 605-456-1621

PO Box  426                  
Newell, SD 57760
    VIPAgency@sdplains..com

VIP Agency
Auto, Home, Farm, Commercial

1. Watch the muzzle! Keep 
it pointed in a safe direction at 
all times

2. Treat every firearm with 
the respect of a loaded gun.

3. Be sure of the target and 
what is in front of it and beyond 
it.

4. Keep your finger outside 
the trigger guard until you are 
ready to shoot.

5. Check your barrel and 

Ten Commandments of 
Firearm Safety

The Newell School/WIT 
Coalition had the opportunity 
to ring in the Game, Fish & 
Parks Hunter Safety Training to 
the school. It was taught in 10 
consecutive school days starting 
September 9. This all falls 
within SD Educational content 
standards for PE. This course 
was offered to the Sixth-Grade 
class. The students are required 
to take a final exam in order to 
receive their Hunt SAFE Certi-
fication Card.

Non-functional demonstra-
tion firearms are used for the 
lessons. The goal and emphasis 
of this course is on SAFE, re-

ammunition.
6. Unload firearms when not 

in use.
7. Point firearms when not 

in use.
8. Don’t run, jump, or climb 

with a loaded firearm.
9. Store firearms and ammu-

nition separately and safely
10. Avoid alcohol beverages 

before and during a shooting. 
Zero tolerance for underage 
alcohol use!

sponsible firearm handling.
This is a valuable life skill 

regardless of whether some-
one chooses to hunt. Our goal 
is to teach the importance of 
handling a gun safely. The GFP 
certainly encourages every-
one to make the most of the 
wonderful natural resources that 
Sd has to offer, they also realize 
that hunting will not become 
everyone’s favorite activity. 
While hunting is used as the 
foundation for the course, the 
skills and information gained 
are valuable for the non-hunter 
also.

Conservationists that helped 

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities

The Newell School District 
wNewell High School students 
are participating in Sports 
Marketing class. High School 
students are participating in 
marketing individual sports 
by providing volunteer oppor-
tunities and enhancing social 
responsibility community 
projects. 

During Homecoming week, 
all three fall sports are reaching 
out to benefit the community.

The Newell High School 
Football team will be hosting 
a football camp on Friday, 
October 4, 2-5pm. High School 
players will be providing a free 

skills camp for learning about 
defensive line, offensive line, 
kicking, and passing. The camp 
will be at the Newell School 
District football field for kids in 
grades K-5 th .

Volleyball team will be par-
ticipating in a city wide clean 
up day. Morning of October 
11 at 8:00 am, players will be 
meeting at the park and organiz-
ing a clean up operation.

Please feel free to engage 
with the student athletes in the 
endeavor.

Newell Cross Country team 
is operating a shoe drive. Shoe 
drop off point is at the Newell 
School. Please donate clean 
quality shoes as the items will 
be set out for pick up in the 
multi-purpose room on Friday 
and with the Booster Club Tail-
gate before the Homecoming 
game.

Sports is a unique opportu-
nity for people to gather and 
strengthen a sense of commu-
nity. Newell athletes promote 
growth and development for the 
present and future of the Newell 
School District. Please join 
them in this mission.

Words of Wisdom from 
Dr. Pandi Pittman

Open Mon-Sat 7:30 AM-5:30 PM/Sundays 11 AM-3 PM

Newell Hardware & Supply
320 Girard - Newell SD

605-456-2312

Menu Sponsored by:

Irrigator News

OCTOBER 
 

MMeennuu  iiss  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  cchhaannggee!!    
MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll  aanndd  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  hhaavvee  aacccceessss  ttoo  ffrreesshh  SSaallaadd  BBaarr  
  

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday Friday  
Sept. 30) French Toast 
Sticks, Cereal, Fruit, 
Juice, Milk 
 
Chicken & Noodles, 
Green Beans,  Fruit, 
Milk 

Oct. 1)) Turkey Wraps, 
Cereal, Fruit, Juice, 
Milk 
 
Chicken Nuggets, Corn, 
Fruit, Milk,  
Muffin 
 

2) ) Pancakes, Cereal, Fruit, 
Juice, Milk 
 
 
Meatball Subs, Broccoli, 
Fruit,  Milk 

3)) Scrambled Eggs & 
Sausage, Cereal, Fruit, 
Juice, Milk 
 
Pizza, Corn, Fruit, Milk 

4) Dutch Waffles, 
Cereal, Fruit, Juice, 
Milk 
 
Sack Lunch-sandwich, 
veggies, fruit, apple or 
orange juice 

7) ) Egg Patties, Cereal, 
Fruit, Juice, Milk 
 
Chicken Nachos, 
Mixed Vegetables, 
Fruit, Milk 

8)  Breakfast Egg Rolls, 
Cereal, Juice, FF, Milk 
 
Tangerine Chicken, WG 
Rice, Oriental 
Vegetables, Fruit, Milk 

9) Waffles, Cereal, Juice, 
FF, Milk  
 
Cubano Pulled Pork 
Sandwich, Green Beans, 
Fruit, Milk 

10) Breakfast Pizza, 
Cereal, Juice, FF, Milk 
 
Chicken Patties, Green 
Beans, Fruit, Milk 

11)  
 NO SCHOOL 

14)Egg Bites, Cereal, 
Juice, FF, Milk 
 
 
Chicken Gyro, 
Coleslaw, Fruit, Milk  

15)  Egg Patties, 
Sausage, Cereal, Juice, 
FF, Milk 
 
Corn Dogs, Baked 
Beans, Fruit, Milk  

16)  French Toast Sticks, 
Cereal, Juice, FF, Milk   
 
Grilled Cheese, Tomato 
Soup, Fruit, Milk 

17) Quesadilla, Cereal, 
Juice, FF, Milk 
 
Chicken Strips, Green 
Beans, Fruit, Milk 

18)  
NO SCHOOL 

21) Pancakes, Cereal, 
Juice, FF, Milk 
 
Cook’s Choice, FF, 
Peaches, Milk 

22) Yogurt Parfait, 
Cereal, Juice, FF, Milk 
 
Quinoa Salad, Fruit, 
Milk 
 

23)  
 

24)  
 

25)  
NO SCHOOL 
 

Here’s What’s Happening in Newell!

with the ten-day class were: 
Fred Wells (main instructor), 
Mike Keolker, Jacob Schwint, 
Fred Lamphere, Ed Culver, 
Scott Mikkelson, Bill East-
man, Chuck Berdan, and Rick 
McCartney.

Each student received 
HuntSAFE workbook, Hunting 
Handbook, an orange cap, and 
safety glasses on completion of 
the class.

We are very fortunate to 
have these guys come and share 
their knowledge and passion to 
conserve our hunting privileges 
and to teach about being SAFE 
around firearms.

October 5: Booster Club 
will host a tailgate party prior to 
the Homecoming football game.

We will also assist the 
Cross Country team wit their 
shoe drive by providing help to 

disperse shoes they collect. Plan 
to begin at 5 pm for set up and 
the meal will be served at 6 pm.

October 11: HS Volleyball 
is having a town clean up day 
from 8-10 am. Meet at North 

Park if interested in helping.
Games are back! Help is 

appreciated to support our 
custodial staff. A few minutes 
of picking up trash or sweeping 
floors goes a long way!

Fire Prevention Week
Fire Prevention Week 2024 

will take place October 6-12, 
and this year’s theme is “Smoke 
alarms: Make them work for 
you!

You can use this week to 
educate the community on the 
importance of having working 
smoke alarms in the home.

Check out the NFPA.org 
website for more information.

.If you are interested in be-
coming a Volunteer Fire Person 
for the Newell, Vale, or Nisland 
Fire Departments attend one of 
their monthly meeting to learn 
more about the opportunity.

They all meet the 2nd Tues-
day of the month. * Each in 
their own Fire Halls at 7:00 pm

If you have questions con-
tact:

*Newell—Verl Tifft 
at 605-645-0641

* Vale—Ryan Stark 
at 605-209-2799 

* Nisland—Stan 
Lewis at 605-645-813

The Newell Fire De-
partment will be doing a 
Fire Prevention Pre-
sentation at the Newell 
School on Tuesday, 

October 8, 2024 in the MS Gym 
and have a

Fire Truck Outside for view-
ing for K-5th Grade
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Don’t 
Forget the 

Chili 
Cook-off!

Bike Rodeo
Open Mon-Sat 7:30 AM-5:30 PM/Sundays 11 AM-3 PM

Newell Hardware & Supply
320 Girard - Newell SD

605-456-2312

Menu Sponsored by:

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone Number
Email

1 Year Beacon PO Permit Area $25 1 Year online - $25

Mail Delivery Outside Beacon PO Permit - $68
P.O. Box 576 Belle Fourche, SD 57717   (605) 723-4245

Subscribe to the Belle Fourche Beacon!

NEWELL, SD – At the 
Newell Ram Show on Sept. 19 
the Targhee breed took home 
both supreme champions honors 
for the rams and ewes. Judg-
ing the show was Jeff Clark of 
Sturgis, S.D. He chose Lot #69 
from Wooden Nickel Targhee, 
Hot Springs, S.D. as the overall 
champion ram. 

He then went on to choose 
Lot # 70 also from Wooden 
Nickel Targhee as the champion 
ewe. 

The Erk Bros. of Newell, 
SD had the Champion Pen of 
Range Rams. The supreme 
fleece went to Dally Myers of 
Mud Butte, SD. 

The Raymond Garness 
Memorial Youth Credit went 

to Brixie Vig of Opal, S.D. 
She was able to take the $500 
credit and apply it towards the 
purchase of a sheep on sale day 
at the Newell event.

The next day on Sept. 20 
was the ram and ewe sale with 
Hewitt Land & Cattle com-
manding the auction block and 
DV Auction providing online 
bidding. Just over 190 head of 
rams and ewes sold to buyers in 
8 states. The sale averaged $500 
for ewes and $845 for rams. 

Top selling lot was an entry 
from Erk Brothers, Lot 32 a 
yearling stud ram for $1750.

Find out more information at 
newellramsale.com. 

In partnership with the Butte 
County Sheriff, Newell Ambu-
lance, Newell School and the 
Whatever It Takes Coalition we 
will be hosting a BIKE Rodeo 
on Tuesday, October 8, 2024 
with the K-5th Graders. The 
groups will switch presenta-
tion with the Fire Department. 
While one group is learning 

Newell School will be taking 
part in the 28th Annual National 
Walk, Bike & Roll to School 
activity by doing an event on 
October 9.

The busses will unload 
students one block east of the 
playground and will have the 
students walk to school so they 
learn to properly use the cross 
walks in front of the school 
and how to cross the highway 
safely.

about Fire Safety the other 
group will be learning about 
Bicycle Safety. 2:30 pm—area 
between the buildings 

24 students will receive a 
Bike Helmet and we will take 
orders from other students who 
may need one to use while 
riding that Bike. We Don’t want 
you to THUMP your Melon.

Targhee Breed Sweeps 
Newell Ram Show & Sale

WIT Spotlight
WIT Coalition Spotlight As 

a way to honor our coalition 
members and to get to know 
each one a little better, we 
are doing a Coalition mem-
ber spotlight in our monthly 
newsletters. For the October we 
are honoring coalition members 
Ken and Donna Wetz. 

Ken and Donna Wetz both 
graduated from Vale High 
School in 1966 and 1967 re-
spectively. Ken attended Black 
Hills State College and gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Education. He had 
a double major in English and 
History, teaching in Newell 
for nine years, before being 
employed at Butte Electric 
Cooperative as the Member 
Services Manager. He became 
the General Manager of Butte 
Electric in 1990 and held that 
position until his retirement in 
2012. 

Ken and Donna have six 
children who all graduated from 
Newell School. Six of their 
fourteen grandchildren also 
graduated from Newell. 

Donna attended one year 
a BHSC and chose to be a 
stay-at-home mom. When the 
children were all in school, she 
started work as a Rural Mail 
Carrier out of the Newell Post 
Office. She carried mail for 
twenty-three years and also 
retired in 2012. 

Ken is the chairman of St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church council 
and Donna is in the Altar Soci-
ety. They are the groundskeep-
ers for the church. 

Ken is currently chairman 
of the Butte County Historical 
Society. Ken and Donna have 
organized over thirty of the fif-
ty-three historical tours that the 
Society has sponsored. They are 
both working with the Society 
to put permanent makers on the 
Ft. Pierre to Deadwood trail, 
that was used to bring supplies 
to Deadwood during the gold 
rush of 1876. Ken received the 
“Governor’s Award for Historic 

Preservation,” in 2018. 
Ken served as Mayor of 

Newell for a total of twenty-six 
years. 

Ken is currently the Chair-
man of the Newell Economic 
Development Organization. He 
received the “Governor’s Award 
for Excellence in Economic 
Development,” in 2006. 

Ken served in the South 
Dakota State House of Rep-
resentatives for two terms. 
He then began his career as a 
Lobbyist during the Legislative 
Session for the South Dakota 
Rural Electrics. He did this for 
twenty-two years. 

Ken and Donna were leaders 
of the Horse Creek 4-H Club 
for thirty years. All their chil-
dren and all their grandchildren 
are graduating members of 4-H. 

Donna and Ken are on the 
Board of Directors for ABC 
(Action for the Betterment of 
the Community) New Dawn. 
This is a rehabilitation center 
for drugs and alcohol located at 
Vale, SD. 

Donna has been an active 
member of the Tot-N-Twenty 
Extension Homemaker’s Club 
for twenty plus years. Ken and 
Donna are members of the 
Newell Lions Club. “Where 
there is a need, there is a Lion”. 
Donna is currently the advi-
sor for the Newell LEO Club. 
These are students making a 
difference in our community. 
They have also been active in 
Lions in the District and Multi-
ple District. Ken was the Lions 
District Governor in 2014-15. 
Ken currently serves as Lions 
District Treasurer. Donna is the 
Chairman of the Leader Dogs 
for the Blind cabinet position 
for the Lion’s District. On 
the Multiple District level, he 
served as Council Chairman 
and has been a District Gov-
ernor trainer. Ken and Donna 
have also been Camp Coordina-
tors for two Lions International 
Youth Exchange camps and as-
sistants for another. They have 
received the Lion’s Presidential 
Awards for this work. 

When asked why they 
volunteer so much of their time, 
the answer from both is, “It’s 
the right thing to do!” _“Ken 
and Donna are both just a phone 
call away when we need help 
with the WIT Coalition and 
have been part of the Coalition 
since the beginning”,_ _Sabrina 
Harmon. 

Right: Supreme Champion Ewe at the 2024 Newell Ram Show was 
shown by Jessica Steinmetz of Wooden Nickel Targhee, Hot Springs, 
S.D.
Above:  Supreme Champion Ram at the 2024 Newell Ram Show was 
shown by Jessica Steinmetz of Wooden Nickel Targhee, Hot Springs, 
S.D.		  Courtesy Photos

Walk, Bike, & Roll

The Department of trans-
portation staff and the Butte 
County Sheriff Deputies will 
be here to offer instructions and 
hand out an incentive to each 
student. 

The town kids that walk or 
bike to school will also take 
part.

If you have any questions, 
please contact Sabrina Harmon 
at 605-381-9136.

Don’t Thump Your Melon
In partnership with the Butte 

County Sheriff, Newell Am-
bulance, Newell School, and 
The WIT Coalition we will be 
hosting a Bike Rodeo on Tues-
day, October 8 at 2:30 with the 
K-5th graders. 

The groups will switch pre-
sentation with the fire depart-
ment.

While one group is learning 
about fire safety the other group 

will be learning about bike 
safety.

The event takes place in 
the area between the buldings.

Twenty-four students will 
receive a bike helmet and we 
will take orders from other 
students who may need one to 
use while riding that bike.

We don’t want you to 
THUMP your melon.


